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TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

GENERAL GRAHAM, 

LORD LYNEDOCH, 



MY LORD, > 

At my outset in life, one^ unfortunate 
oversight of a professional form, the effect 
of inexperience, had nearly been the means 
of putting a sudden end to my prospect 
and hope of continuing in an active and 
honourable career, when your Lordship in- 
terfered in my favour, and averted con- 
sequences, which would have been deeply 
afflictive to me, and to those with whom 
nature, and a peculiar domestic education, 
had united me by the most endearing and 
grateful ties. 
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IV DEDICATION. 

Though I was too well convinced of the 
general principle of this noble act, and too 
sensible of hrmg no per9oiial dwm to your 
protection, to ascribe your kindness to any 
individual distinction, yet I was impressed, 
not only with unbounded gratitude, but 
with a kind of feeling which, during the 
remainder of the siege of Cadi^» and the 
succeeding campaigns in the Peninsub, 
added a relative enthusiasm to the general 
one in all that concerned your glory. Dur- 
ing the progress of the armies, I several 
times enjoyed the happiness of being no- 
ticed by you; and from Barrosa to St« 
Sebastian, my admirations my gratitude, 
I had almost dared to say my affection, 
kept pace with the op^rtunities that per- 
petually called them forth. 

With these feelings, unabated by time or 
circumstances, no wonder, my Lord, that 



I shmdd be open to Die ambitkpn of setft^ 
a Itttettry effort of zniaie honoared hf yma 
name, and with your conseot. Thb depia 
itrM^y acted ii|ioii me last matunra^ wfactt 
I vmAvueA, &ir the first time^ to try the 
rtrengtfa of my pn^ m the poblkatioD ot 
8 little poem entitled *^ Ramirez i^ but I 
doabted ks merit, for il& the praise it had 
teceiteA AyH^ad from tiie suspicious source 
of partial affection. Z waa at the timt 
writiiig the MLomiag sheets, and two rea^ 
aons induced me to prefer making these the 
occasion of requesting the honoer I aspired 
to: the one waSy that many of the £M:ts 
I had introduced into them were not un- 
known to jour Lordship; and the other 
If as, that the manuscript had had the good 
jfortuoe to meel with less equivocal af^pro^ 
bation, from a man of too much known 
judgment to be deceived, and of too much 
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acknowledged virtue to deceive. In saying 
this, my Lord, I will not conceal that the 
approbation was accompanied with a wish, 
that I had tlurown the subject into: the form 
of a journal, or general observations, rather 
than into that of a romance. I was will- 
ing to be corrected, and firom such a judge 
as I allude to, what unpractised candidate 
would not be proud of the correction ? 
But if I could have changed the form of 
my composition, my object itself must also 
have been changed. I had neither history^ 
nor the matmals of history in viewt 
sketches and portraits were my aim, which 
was as distant from the flight of sublime 
poetry on the one hand, as from the ma^ 
jestic simplicity, of historical narrative and 
profound remark on the other. My en- 
courager is himself engaged in an under- 
taking of the latter kind relative to the 
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Peninsula, a species of compositicMi in which 
he is acknowledged to have few rivals : but 
for me, who only mean at most to offer 
some interesting pictures taken on thespot^: 
I thought I could not do better than em--* 
body them in a whole, by the use of a 
fictitious character, whom I could place io 
atuations, and to whom I coukl give senti^ 
mentSj more likely to produce the effect I 
intended, than if I wrote in my own peiv 
^on. 

I do not wish your Lord$hip to think 
that I am striving to apologize for dedi- 
cating a novel to you ; for, besides that I 
do not consider these volumes as a novel, I 
have learned to respect that branch of lite- 
rature, from the many excellent works of ^ 
the kind in our language, and I should be 
proud of being able to write one worthy of 
your attention. What I wish is, that your 
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Lovdflhip should not attribute to fiction 
what bekngs to reaUtj; and that ycm 
Aoidd be aware, that the whok of the 
Somnet in these volumes is confined to the 
dlght story which combines the fiicts attd 
descriptions* All that lelatcs to militaiy 
movanf nts and to sodal mannevs is almost 
a copy of my own Jommal^ which I cannofc 
trace but with great pleasore; a pleesuse 
that wHI he aslasting «s life; apleanxe 
that I undoubtedly owe to you, and whidk 
is greatly enhanced by your thus permit- 
ting the puUic expression of my gratitude. 

I am. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 

Faithful and obedient Servant, 
ALEXANDER R. C. DALLAS. 

Morden, 
4(ib Mayf 1818. 



PREFACE. 



During the greater part c^ th€ sieg^ 
of. CAdiK 1 was attached to the British 
army under General Gndiam. On th« 
ratflkig of the skge, I a<9e<NBipanied the 
forces in Uieir glorious pn^eas through* 
9peiBf and had opp(nrtumti^ of seeing 
and observing many parts of the country, 
and the character and manners of the in* 
habitants. . *• 

The leisure which the general peace 
brought ta me^ as ta many others, devoting 
me to inactivity, I ei^eavoured to supply 
employment by study and. composition, and 
I was requested by my family to retrace 
an paper, for their amusement, the veiy 

active scenes which I had witnessed and 
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X , PREFACE. 

shared in for several years. The following 
volumes were the result, and I offer them 
with much difiSdence to the Public. 

I have already stated, in my Dedication 
of the ' work, my reason for adopting a 
fictitious character for the vehicle of my 
observations, and also the extent of the 
fiction. I have great reason to fear that- 
this will not be approved of» yet I cherish 
a hope that, if the fiction is distinctly 
discerned, as I trust it easily will be, it will 
be. found rather to increase than diminish 
any interest that the work may be fortu- 
nate (enough to create. 
• It will no doubt be observed by those 
who honour these pages with a perusal, 
that I have fully participated the public 
feeling at the usurpation and oppression of 
Spain. I have yielded to that feeling in 
the accounts and descriptions I have given 



PKEFACE. Xi 

of the horrors put in practice to iiktiiDidate 
and enslave that unfortunate people^ by a 
despotic chief and barbarous leaders^ who 
thought no means to be rejected that in 
the least tended to the completion of theic 
purposes. In the progress of civilization, 
even war had been civilized; and, before 
the Revolution, the armies of Fraace had 
been trained and commanded by men of 
the most benevolent nature and polished 
minds ; after it broke but, talent, and ta- 
lent alone, was deemed necessary. Rob- 
bery was the word, robbery of every kind, 
public and private; and virtue and hu- 
manity would have been misplaced. War 
became again, what it paturally is, a state 
of violent passion and wanton barbarity.. 
This was peculiarly felt in the Peninsula, 
and I have not spared the exposure of it, 
in the cruelties that marked the way of 
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Banaparte's anides ; but I trust I shall not 
be comidefed as attemptiiig to defineata 
tlie character of the French in generali 
civil or niiKtary. I have described sc«m 
of the effects of the dreadful canTiiIsioil 
of their oountrj; but wete I to describe 
the French, from what I hate experienced 
in France^ very different would be the cO« 
louring. I passed tinrougfa it in the yeaf 
lftl4y and was every where delighted with 
the country and 'the inhabitants. I have 
since resided a good deal in it, and my 
first prepossessions have been confirmed* 
Indeed I am altogether so {deased with the 
manners^ the hospitality^ the talents of die 
Frendii with wh(«n I have bad the good 
fortune to mix^ and amoi^ whom I include 
many military men^ that I eagerly sei^e 
this occamon to protest against the wanton 
attempts of writers on both sides, to in^ 
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flame tbe miodH of the multitude^ and 
kindle aaimotitaes with idle and low tales« 
Theit3 €ire« no doubt, national distinctions 
of character, but man is man in eva*y re- 
gion and dunate ; he has, in every qiiar* 
tar, Tirtiies and vices, ma^nanioiitj and 
meanneid, wisdoin and foUj; and every 
;imter may glean materials for praise, or 
^&ificmse, or ridieule, as suits his vein; 
but travellers are often not aware, that 
th^ lucubrations are xnkrors of the so* 
iA&ty ^y have kept If an Engfishman 
writer fimn the Palais Royal in Paris, or a 
Frenchman from the booth of a Smithfiehi 
fair, what beings should we be made on 
either side of the Channel ? The French, 
idle and diasohite ; the English, stupid and 
abandoned. Who believes that French-, 
men are amused with shooting frogs with 
arrows, or that Englishmen can legally sell 
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their wives in a market, corde au couf^ 
and yet we have heard both asserted. 

" The majority are bad," said the old 
Grecian philosopher : it may be presumption 
in a young man to say the reverse ; bu^ 
certainly, as far as my experience of so- 
ciety goes, I incline to believe that the 
majority are goody in every nation : froni 
these alone should its character be taken. 
I candidly avow that I feel what is called 
the prejudice of an Englishman ; but I 
willingly allow the same prejudice to men 
of every country ; and I should never feel 
hurt at the patriotic boast of any man : 

The first best; country ever is at home. 

Though patriots flatter, still shall wisdom find 

An equal portion dealt to all mankind ; 

As different good by art or nature given, 

To different nations, makes their blessings even. 
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jL HE twilight of a day in Ai^ust was 
saqp^ed by ^ rays of ,a young mooiH 
juafc strong iienough to cast a 4i|ade upon 
the loiter benches of the Alameda, where 
the fair ' Gadkanas and their lovers might 
stiU continue their amorous interchange of 
sen^^meiit ];(9mole^ted by the pros^ice. 
ihe g6ddes^ of Aastity. Perhaps it wai 
to avoid the penetrating gaze 6f Diana; 
that Do&a Maria hastened from the. public 
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2 FELIX ALVABEZ. 

walk, and retired to |ier magnificent 
mansion in the Barrio de San Carlos, to 
prepare herself for receiving the company 
which nightlj assembled at the tertulia in 
its saloons. 

Inhie beams of the mom, farcing their 
way through the intervals of the luxuriant 
vines which covered the patio of the ne- 
veriift*, warned those on w;hom they fell^ 
that the hour approached when the gaiety 
which presided, in Dona Maria's dmwing- 
room should stifle all regretfor the exclu- 
sion of those, as well as for the absence of 
the star of day. 

* Neverias are public-houses, where refreshments 
of all kinds are soldi* They derive their name from 
being die places generally . resorted to for taking 
ices. Almost all the houses in the south of.'Spab 
are built with a large square open space in the m»*. 
die, which is called the patio ; this, in the neverias, 
is frequently covered at the commencement of the 
^first story of the house with trellis<-work) upon which 
are trained vines, the. leaves of which nSatd a nsore 
agreeable shade than the canvass awiung wbich^^ 
stretched over the patio at the top of the hpus^ Jn 
private houses. 
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The h^qr had nqt yet ^xjbred, until 
ifirhic]^ .jkher. li;ef|iers of neverias are for- 
bi^de^ to SQUke-, and those who oociijpied 
.thc^ yaiious :tal>les tfaiit were disposed in 
tbe patio were awaitxng the removed of 
the pfO^iUtiQn, by the striking of the 
cIocIck. and 4iniusing themselves in drinkii^ 
iijfm;s^9 and5piokiiigsegi^3.:(l) 
. '^ Let us4iway to t|ie t^rtuUa," said Doti 
Luis de Mosqiieca* addie^sing Ins youiig 
jTri^nd^ Ppn I^elix, Alvarez ; '' we shall else 
li^\ afl;i(xog the last, who thro^r th^mselTes 
at tl^e fieet of Dona Maria to-night" Don 
J^eliK assevted, and tjiey left the:neveiia 
to a^i^wn to the tertu^a. 
^ A teitiiUa is notiiing mor^ than an 
JWfemJflage^ of pc0fd|9,[ met together .to 
4ii9ise itlieinseiLV^ in • the manner most 
agreeable to their tastes; .whethfer by cards^ 
muacy oonversation, pr dancing. These 
A9S^mhli^« ar^ ;4iy^ted of foxinality ; but, 
.in qthepr respicts, differ ]l^ttle 4*tom .the g^ 

(1) See Notes at the ead. 
B 2 



4 PELKALVARSa. 

nend meeHrtgs of company, cbH tliem What 
yon wfll. Hiiefe the common topics of 
cohJreiMdon ' are nightly ^xhaustetf ; the 
state of empires is Sscussed, kings are -de^ 
thrbned, ministers dismissed, battles fought, 
capthrles made, characters Uberaiiy d^alt 
Mtil», jiresefit enemies estoHed, abseat 
friends calunmiated. A tertolia is a ciMi^ 
centrated picture of finsMonable society, 
>iirhiere tile minor shades of character ob- 
'sciire th^ lustre of good qualities, and 
Vhere, for tb'e sake of appearing ^^eeaMU, 
bne often retidfts onesdf reaHy ^nn^i^hy. 
Industrious to conceal real virtue, S ibk 
opposite vice happen to* be of a fiusAionable 
tiature, g6od sense is often sacriScedl^ in 
these tertiilias at the shtine of ilsllyr »A 
iTUth lost* in I9ie UHftyrkitb, wlbere iV'% 
entangled ^y riificufe. : . : ; 

The passion ^fol*' ridSeule is tbe most 
general amongst ' t Jie society whte^ ftfflA 
tiie Spanirii-terttdia; and such is -the "di^vo^ 
tion to it, that sense, feeling, and delicacy, 
are continually outraged in the gratification 



()|ir the p^vaiMi^ propensitj. It is a weed 
iataify looted ia the heart, 4md pjervades 
th^ whole syatem, frpm which it is never 
wholly eradicated : for whilst youth and 
q^ts last, it gpoows and blooms ; flourishes 
stitt i^ age; apA as infinoity weakens the 
|ni|^ and #sfai;ba the vivifying ^oisture by 
wbich ifi w^ i^uwhed,; it a^fumes. 9 <P- 
f&c&fA asge^tr^the root reiaaiiui> bjut . ks 
pwdttctio^ if ct^Tkfp^, jff^d what c^ pjest^ 
was ndicul8» becont^s sour ca^uinny* The 
anran^B^nt: of the oaic^a»y iifhp ih^ ^e 
t^ulia is as deviHd of etiquette; ^ their 
loann^rs and ^xmversation : tbp li|dies ge* 
lieraUy sU in Un^s or circle^ and a|^ not ^ 
iittle loquacious { biMii^4mo|B^tapypapse 
fbqiild. «(iiie, a geqpj|l;qracfcof #i|^/disT 
^els tl^ hfited silenqe^ i^ad; ^ves; a sifRal 
jfor new topics.;. Timm^ ^^^ 
W vW^'^ibpHfc ^e, 4(partfli^, 
ffW»«:f^<teA fHfiutacog, -w. Igdi^' mem, 

Jrtl«n#»He ,upira; % |^q* .of a jMpuIi^r 
Qooa. j '^e§s lean vpfp Hiq ^JHprfi ^ 4bf 
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ladies, are sometime^ seated bj thein, and 
are armed with the fan of their fevourites, 
in the twirling and flirting of which they 
genei^Uy display a feminine dexterity. 
Let not the possession of this accomplish' 
ment excite contempt : for • it is highly 
necessary for a yonng ^ man in Spanish 
society, to understand the' hidden meaning 
of the different movements of tiiis cnrgan 
of female wit; by the use of which the 
Spanish' lady expresses the passions which 
agitate her mind, whether jealousy, ipesent* 
mtot, or pleasure; and by which she en^- 
ccmriEiges or repels the too timid or too 
enterprii^ng lover r and from the know- 
ledge of attalt meaning, to 'the power of 
expiMsing' it, is but a step. « The greater 
patt'of the society are generally engaged 
at banco, or some (tther fasUonable gaih^. 
The kdies' occupy tlie greater Bumber (^ 
seats round the table; and tiie gaitlemen 
^her risk theiir money on tbe ibrtiiiie 
of some chosM one^ or follow their' 0#h 
fortunes from bdnnd. The tartulia at 
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Dona Maria de Alava's was one ^f the 
most fiishionaUe^ and the company were 
already assemUed, when Don Luis; and 
Don Felix joined it. 

Don Lnis advanced towards a group, of 
ladies at one end of the room, and. Don 
Felix sauntered round the Cable, wbkb 
g^tered with the golden heaps placed upon 
it by some of the fairest hands in Cadia^ 
He was addressed by the hostess : — . 

*' ' She has certainly frowned upon you» 
Don Felix, or else her husband has awak-t 
ened 't6o soon from his siesta, and %m 
disturbed }rour iite-a-tite ; your ffl^De if 
so disaj^iiitedly long and grave, thai 
nothing else could have so .effectually b9f 
nished the*- smiles you should wear ia ik>^ 
Temple of Fortune. — Come, come, forget 
h&r crudtyj or his vigilance, and throw 
me an onza * on that red king;—- my life 
Imt he wins^!" 

r 
• f * ■ 

... * An .ounce of gold-^e. loanner in which a 
4ou^ppn is fan^liarly spoken of. 
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^ The king ihaQ have my tribute,'' re« 
pli0ft Dm F€lix;" bat I fear that jeur 
j^ioph^ of my good fortune is likeljr to 
be as true, as the bad. fortune you hare 
kaagiiied for me." 

He bad down some aMney upon tbe 
t&tif and Mi cxamfde was followed by an 
Snglisb olBeer; wbo^ with a significaiit 
look, addressed Dena Maria in English, 
with which language she was conversant* 
The banker tttmed the cards, and the king 
kwi; and wirile the lady of tbe boasie was 
Mii engaged in convevsirflQii with the 
BngMsh CMker, Dan Felbc left the gaming- 
table, lest he should be obliged to pass the 
whole evening there,' to whkh he was 
particularly averse. 

0oa Felix joined the circle of ladies 
to whidi Don Luis had attached ktmsdf, 
Und temaiaed near them without entering 
into the conversation in which they were 
engaged. He was acquainted with the 
Vhole of the party, but not intimately with 
any, a distinction highly necessary to be 
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(fMiirak€fD|ng mi^'eiiffaRi.tiiMsa^ the 

pp^S^raoce to om* Tbis^ h$ppy ttato of 

4te. Ifl4)r ftwi H^ g«ii|;i^9ii»i .a>9tfiitte «p 
^4 P^wuf^^ mtber ill «|iwi ftmiljivr v^elK 

in the idea of their becoming through ^ it 
ibe ^iitgept ^ conver^Mtioii. PhI jIP ilpon 
iHH^.,^ jimpdie of povdiy ceai^ i(o ifctb gt 
'l^vrsl; for w^etj r^r^p 1 4iq4 witbotft ii^r 
,efr]^(^ rapture, or ^i^wie^t (^use )p9^,j9|w» 
this p^rtA^raJtiip beqDi^es disMTod hf VM- 
i:t«9Ji cgi^iept, «iid <|ip peraomsr who foi^s)^ 
4lk:cmtiAlje to «i$et» IQkw the f^itai^ 
looting pf ]»ow*d'yMo^ualnt9nc^s. Tbi^ 
]^n is ot'ixAr^^ uiie;in SpKnisjb spcief^j;. 
The wjxrm tewrt of ia Spani^ womai;i; p^l^ 
Hdt be n^s^d wjKth tilie ioAermii^se ^f 
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COftSMXto acqaaioikiioe, or wkbMttr^^sataoii 
on general topics; hier tone of mind re^ 
qidres something tetkfer, and her fimcy 
something imdiYided in conv^enation ; hut 
the lore of Tariety is not the less too strong 
ft passion id wmain ungyiitified; and to 
exdte odier liq)e than that which is fi^ 
Iffled by little kindnesses^ inqpaaeioned 
looks, and dkwed familiarity in company, 
(wotdd be to gire a daim incoinpatiMe with 
'tile power of gratifyi]% a desire of diange, 
and of dismissing her lover when it {leased 
her. it 

A lady in the circle before Don Fdix 
sat in a reclining posture upon a oouok 
winch occupied the space of ^ne dP the 
windows : she was an Andaliisian beauty, 
admirably formed ; a brunette with beau- 
itffiil black hair, and brilKtfDt'eyes, whieh 
(die rivetted oa Don Felix'With an ejE- 
pression that a little confused him, for his 
career in fashionable life, had been but 
short, and though ashamed of so rustic a 
sensation he was not able immediately 
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to OTevooRie it. Dona Dolores ^S^) cotitinmi 
to gaze upon Imn, until she succeeded in 
chasing the Uush from his cheek which Jiari 
look had raised. She ilien quitted her' re- 
dining posture, and, hyrsittziig upxi^i[t; 
made room for a seeond person on the^eouch 
beside her. Tto action' was accompanied 
\gf a motion of the fan, which Don Ediat 
eeudd not gcisimderstand; he therefore stq)^ 
ped' forward, and took the seat which sfa* 
hadrthud.piaepe]^ itx himw . ^ 

" You were not on the Pftseo * rthi* 
evehing, Don Felix.'' 

'< Had I supposed 1h4t Doiia Dol«re« 
would have, observed my abs^sice from it, 
she ^ould not have had Occasion to hat^ 
made the remark.'' 

<< Do not answer for too much, Senm:; 
that, gallant speech would not have sounded 
well m the ears of the lady who- detained^ 
you from it" 

'^ I was "detained by no lady," said Don 

* The public walk. 
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EriiXf ** I MBiire you, ad my fited Dou 
lin de Moquera can tatify : we iHwie nat 
keen separated the whole efeidng,^ 

^ Jb Don Lub de Afosqitem a fiRiend ef 
ytottiB?" said tiM lady. 

** A Tsry partbiilir oae." . 

^ TImd he biio fiifcnief imiie,'' die re^ 
pfied; ^ and I shall nok'eaaly patdon him 
for hairing onritted to brmg you to CNU! Iw^ 
taKa. We meet to dailce nrery Tfaorsdagfr 
evenmg-^you nunt remenaber that; isiid I 
dare say oar sodetf witt mA be tiie less 
agreeable, because you awe ycnr ioftrodoc-* 
that to youiaelf akoe.*' 
. He was siMNSt to r^^» wheiL Don lam 
who had left the drefe aotae time tefioaie^ 
returned to it, and put a sti^ to the tm^ 
▼ersationB going on, geranwl as jwell tfs par- 
ticular, by an exclamatiian ef ^':SaBo»B$« I 
ha(v« glorious pews Ibr you«^Wiio knbws 
Isabella Parado?" 

^ Rather sA who does nM kiH>w iier," 
said a lady. 

<< Then it w&tt be unnecessary to give a 



putitifsiiltor deaofjptiiDQ id her.i b^ 4k S$k 
and foolish as she is, she hu fised faersdC 
mi'^ie&pif 19 the *flfecliati« of 'H ditrdrous 
£xiglishmw# that, . vi^fmg het c^ftifiitf m 

the arms oC n tyxWili hydund^ svho ww 
c^9eU9pi^^ to Twtrict tlfte mrohe;* of her 
oor^f OS ^ to i^m ^^0l(y» he |piNi reibirtfil hw 
{iof9r 8«fb iduiPiMfiee inSb^ .tond^ctirried Jifir ctf 
^ boMd 9 «hi{^/m !iv|iiib^hi^cml^.9e«^ 
Hwr^leftye ^f 0b»m» $r<M Im GeneMl >to 
widlfaer<i^.ib«»htHc»0f<£2n^tm > 

All eKcJMBMtioii Df: .meif7 suipriae fdk4 
lowed the ooBttimineAioai of thui tiewik 

'Ut (»todtJ^tihe'Cia||tahi ^^ 
tend ia her iioKRi"'Mid om nf tbe.^poitgr} 
** for it has long been well known that ihr 
was upon sndi a.&oting i« the inpflF* ' as 
mist )petmt %he Jiaiem^ M ^wmk m akn 
watAidati and If he h^ifcMixd it.f&vid in 
'f ■ '' ■ ' . ■ 

''^ CortejOf in ltd full signification^ means one who 
pays court to a lady-^a lover ; but custom seems to 
have given it4lie mot^ confined senseof the admirer 
of a married wionwn. 
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one of has ikniratrymetk, it loga^ ill for tbr 
taste of his natioB.'* . 

^^ I ratker think that it ai^ues ifi of the 
attractioiis of his^ own oountrywoBfian^ sa« 
finaed^fixr beauty," said another. 
' ^ No, kidieia^" said Datt Luis,' ^^ this dr^ 
eumstaMe gi^^es no gmmd for argumeiH/ 
at all; Ibr it is the self^same Paris who; 
not salisfied with shaking his hq^iiness' 
and his Helen with a Menelaus, has borae 
her away. But this Helen is not likely to 
be the cause of another ten years* war; for 
Parado must be teo happy to find himsdlf 
left qiliefly in the possession of a large for- 
tone, wkhoat Ihe incnmhrauGe of a large 
wife." 

** Rgoice!" «Kclaiined Dolores, ** all. ye 
flflttidms iMpeless ^ husbandsi^ and ye ma<* 
troi» liq)dess of coxtejos ! The English 
are among ns, who will be proud of your 
smiles,, when politeness and interest both 
£ul to produce even a coni{dim^t fiom the 
repugnant taste of a CastiUian.'' 
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'* Gently, giBalfy/' ssakl one c^ heir 
panions ; ^* such KtnaVks may be considefed 
fiersonal bj some not verj distant In oin: 
liostess^s present mind, it is neitbarvery 
safe, nor very polite, to abuse the EagUahJ' 

^ Wither nnsafe dr impc^te^ il most 
be confessed that hers k exactly anexof the 
^ttnations I was^ apostrophising," said Do- 
lores. 

It was A lamentabte truth, that her le- 
maxk was v^7 applicable to the mistrtei 
of the mansioB in which this convessatioii 
took' place.' Dofia Mam de Alava had 
been miynried, like vary many, otbe^m «f her 
country woihen, because her reiatibns con- 
sidered it convenient Her hurtiind was 
a merchant who had amassed great wealth, 
and who cared not at what rate he gratified 
his passions and his wishes. His marriage 
was a contract which he had entered into 
at a time when it served his purpose, and 
because he considered a wife necessary, to 
complete an establishment. But he looked 
upon her in no other Hght, and consid^ed 
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lofltfetf ftS little f^spon^klh to l^eh m to his 
fliijor-doiiio^ fin: an upcoupt of his actipp^ 
His idea of justice^ as4 (he eaunnf^ ef 
ihouaands who 9U|tpmd§4 hio^, uidiice4 
him to be 89 little iaqui^tive iBtp ih^ caur 
duok of hiB wife as he widied her to kuB into 
hii ; and thus a kind of tacit but wdA- 
4ind«8tood compact existted h^twisen t^bem* 
which gave perfectand unrestrainedfreiedoiQ 
4o boib* A fiingiilar instance ef this kind 
«t OidtZfBfeigfat have apfteaml strange^ but 
it wonkl haxre been morecitcange to remark 
it as Bragnlar. Mariquita» an bw part^ ^6A 
not nqiledt.to make ftiU use i£ the libertf 
•with, wiiich jshe was blessed ; but vnteto- 
Batety her peman and her indtnations were 
so ill assorted, thai the former /coniribntod 
Jktle to the atlamment of gntificitioD to 
the latter. Her soul was lesidowed with 
more than its propOTtionate store of the 
spark which erst gave warmth to the daugh- 
ters of Gades ; but h^r person possessed 
none c^ the grace or beauty for whidi thej 
were so cdehrated ; and the deficient of 



Ixr aiiBBtkit aiiafaa^ so gi^ea^ tliat 

Bonft Ddtonss^ satice Vbb Kt^aUy true : 
neither politeness nor interest were indisce- 
ismts stronj^ enough to tosnteract the im* 
preadoii Bia^ fay her w^at of hei^ and 
the Ikt of her cortejos was seUom sMrdQed 
hf an J Castitliaa name. It was for ber a 
J0JPOUS da J, when to English army joined 
the gaxirison whidi d^ended Cadiz. Its 
officers, ' unte^nditited with the Spaiiidb 
sodet^r and^madiKia^ woidd^ sbe^ B«{qpose4 
rQeke iii tfai^ /oj^rtnnity of an intrigue 
with a woman of SoMiin^ and whose house 
was the reacnt of tSle most fiudnottHEUe«om« 
pony itittendilig the Cotatyfit that tiaw feced 
there^ Bat si&lL her d^ct.of pefsonal 
duKrms was A '-^ai dtirtaele in'het wdjr, 
and few Wtee tfael candidateB fin* faerfk* 
¥Our, as wa^ inaj jndgd bj the chdice whifih 
she made fean amdag themraselecjtido 
which hdthinl^ but Mbtesil^ coidd have in4 
daced her tb mlakhvfiir Mr. Mifr^haH WM 
tidither jwxog nor Jbandsfame, and Us- stair 
ture,farfiiim being^m^Ue and coinmaQdniigt 
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gave Umy when by the side of his patroness^ 
rexj much the ^peaiance of Tom Thumb 
in attendance upon Princess Huncamuhca. 
Every year that had passed over his head 
had left intelligibly the trace of its footstep 
there, the too violent pressure of whicb 
crushed the produce of the soil, never more 
to rise ; for, though not many years past 
thirty, his head possessed fewer hairs than 
most men at sixty, and the total baldness 
on the crown of it seemed to indicate the 
premature approach of old age. This gen- 
tleman lived in Mariquitafs shadow, though^ 
if he had done so in the literal sense, he 
must have remained in a total and ietemal 
eclipse; so vastly infisrior in sioe was this 
satellite to the planet wUch it attended. 
His regunient was quartered at the Isla de 
Leon, a town about seven miles from Ca« 
diz ; and there, having excused himself 
fiom the JBodety <^ his brother cheers at 
the messi he entertained the happy Mari« 
qittta. wiih^ tlie choicest viands and raresft 
ffkm, m her ftequent and unaccompanied 
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parties - of pleasures^ as she called them. 
Well might the lady advise Dona Dolores 
to restrain her'i^f^it, on such a subject, in 
such a house ; and timely was the advice 
attended to, for at that moment Mariquita 
herself approached, casting her shadow be- 
hmd her. 

The conversation which followed excited 
more gaiety in the circle than the report of 
it wqiild do in the reader. Flashes of wit 
and shafts of satire darted around. The 
Spanish language is peculiarly adapted to 
conversation, which is seldom carried on by 
persons of different sexes with<)ut exciting 
peculiar sensations of pleasure; but this ia 
often' occatsioned more by the formation of 
the kngliage' than' by the ideas which it 
conveys. A * %anish lady's wife not un- 
fitquently c6hsists entirdiy in the quaint\ 
liess of the phrases she uses, and the man* 
tier of adaptitig commoit sayings; mA 
^i^nds in a great measure upon rieW 
fi^rmations of odd words, and the ai^ 
meiitalives^ and ^jfoimutivea in wluchtlie 



language ia, $0- vexj rich. 'Satire and 
xid^le so clothed sddom ^ to e^edAe 
tnerriment; ajui the consequence is, that 
after paaaiog a most agreeable evemng 
in a Spanish tertulia, and been mudi 
amused at the conrecsation io which it haa 
been occupied^ when retired to joiijr bon^e, 
70U will oft^n find it difficult to jremeaofier 
the subject of the mirth which has beeo 
excited ; w^^ if remembered> it wUl be stiU 
miMre djfi^mlt to reoqpiipa it as the cause 
af ianghter. 

Before the tertuUa broke up» Don Felix^ 
dispovared tbat he bad takw tli9 seat whidb 
bad been in the occupation of his friend 
Don Luis, and winch had remained empi^ 
during his ^bseno^ £pam the group, par^l]^ 
from the drjcumstance of Dona Dolorea 
not havings 1^ .fjo^eiept room for another 
cif^pier« bf £Edlmg into a reccing posture, 
b^tr m$f^;paj1;if^lfirJ^ .be^ sur- 

f^lfpdii^ icava)iei» /sef Q^ tp conssder i^ 
finom its' ]ng|qi|;y tx> tjhp ftiir Dt^ora^ as the 
fXf litstue rightiaf Dqk I4JS. Don Iiuis» on 



his rettini, iseetted ^d;^ that it had 
been ti&en bf hht fiienft; bat llns^ ftdui]^ 
was only observable ift a gfianee at lUe 
sharer d? t^e cmidi. Ddler^s psM atteoK 
tion to Don Felhc dfiting the test of the 
evening ; and upon, leaving ^ room she 
did riot fkil to pat him in mind (S£ th€ 
Tliursday tertulms, upon which he pro^ 
mised attendance. 

" How long have yon know Boloreii 
Morales ?^* said Don Luis, a* tiie two 
riends talked home togeiher, ^ -^ 

" I have met lier antse or ^ twice lately ; 
but have never conversed with faer^parlicu- 
larly until' this evening. We once waltzed 
together; but ft #as at a' time that ibe 
seemed to be so' p^irticttlaTly the fiiend 
bf^ CaiteJb, that' I perceived I was only 
acdtig'ai^ his fofl, and therefore I cared not 
that our ^q\iain(ance' should take root.'* 

** She is a notorious cif>quette»'*' said Don 
Ltiis, ^ ** and is more^ckle than'the res^ of 

her sex combined.-^^Avoid heri "Pelix, for 

» 

she has tsdents and beauty iStijxt ' v^ovid 
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eataingk your affec^w if they weire free, 
jOt estra^^ the mo^.constant hevrt fyou^ 
the love it had chosen." 

** Rather, Luis, be candid, and tell^ me 
that jou wish me .not to enter a path on 
.which you have journeyed so far, lest being 
tOQ narrow, for both, we jostle on the way. 
Say that you love Dolores, and I wiU refwie 
the offer of the intimacy which, by her 
conduct tl\is evening, she has madie me." 
. '^ I love no woman, Felix; but I like 
them all, and I prefer some to others. 
Dolores, is a brilliant which, would not 
disgrace my finger; and I intend to place 
it there: but the possession of it would 
lose half its charms if attained without 
cQntest ; and with me love-talk . to :a mis 
tress soon flag$, and wants the spirit .and 
excitement wlfich the presence of a rival 
gives itT-^ITi^mgh but oi^e can win the 
race, dl may start for it" 

. <^ ^6u know the slate of my heart," s^d 
Don FeUo:; '* and therefore cannot look 
upon me as a dangerous rival. Do not 



hate me if'I DoiMblmes relieve you of the 
iiBltQfflaltoaritij^JDoloiies; hut feat rk6t,tbr 
I dmli gb no iBKrjIher.'' 
• The ifribndB separated at the door of 
DottvFelSbifd h^mBe;--4ie lodged ifpon Die 
third floor of a bouse ; in ' th6 Gdle* de 

of Cac%i juse nrhere it JoiuV the AlaAsidk, 
«fd is nearly opposite the feat 6( (^nta 
Cataliua, onthe other side of the fi^. 
.*: He sat .(down in his bafcotty, . ii was a 
sdltfy, but be^tttifiil; night. The mooin 
Jiad not long siinl^,' asid hei^ silver i*adi- 
ance yet extended high tip the blue vault 
of'heaven, dimming the brilliancy of the 
Stars/ and paling the blue, which gradually 
jglpewi darker and darker* as flie ej^e as- 
cended tbwards the zenitli, andwas'beau- 
tifilUy etititr^M with the deep dark Une^ 
aind boifoiitly beatning. sjtars; of fhe oppo- 
aitfe Mdfe.' The' colour of the stffl "bay 
"sMMedPtb^iaMiiffliiie itaelf 'tntV that of the 



HHirwo^fl^ . tetf ^l< iM4i wit staetchoi 
mo^^ix^-^^ A«Mti<» ^^H^^iMooA the 1km 

which supported this. 9l|gilifiQeiifc db^blaL 
All. W9S' 8j)eii^ m l?^hi ]ookttd- .ttpon tthis 
M9nf^ ^^t^tfof ^ MGifliotfat Muimtt 
4C the vrqter gei^7 brefdong artist the 
im^pnaws walk ef the iwm, ivsben soMie^ 
tipi^ tlie lippkf griew iotf^ a wavelet; Bttd 
the. ftuppi ^f GonvevMtim prodttdiDg: flxm 
four ^ 6Te'aoUUeT9» ^bo h«4 heM «1>* 
tritcted i)y .tjbe Iniein^Bf' of the i^gfat to bear 
th^ comrade^ the senli7> company, as be 
paced before tbe caanon which ate mountei 
at the ccnnm^piceineiit of the wall.. While 
Felix was locdopg down upon this gi^t|2^ 
^ilpther soldier joiped theaaa^ bfinfiBg a 
guitar : ibe^ whole painty aaisemldf^ rw9d 
a cannop, ao^ t|ie cana^gie; ^ .i^^h&ob be 
seated: hio^sel^ aiyd after preLiidi|ig> on .the 
instrument, he san^ a patriotic song, very 
popiikr at t^ie^ time. f^Y w^re the v^ih 
Ivmteers of the 9ity,(a)^mq9tji<rf.^^w^^ 
persons in a situation of life which allowed 
them some thner^o eiUtvrMie ibi^ 
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talents for relmrtim or anittMiMBt The 
one who now rang possessed a dear 
melodious Toice, which he managed with^ 
much tastiei^ accdmpaiijkig Itfmadf with 
eonsiderable w skilL The song WM as fol- 
lows : (4)— i- 

Iberia, o'er thy mountaibs 

The tymat'u hosts appear. 
To tinge with blood thy foantains. 

And nm their fell career. 
In vain ! for Justice rears the sword 

By dauntless Hreedom given ; 
Andy Spain, thy rallying word 

Ascends in shouts to Heaven. 

CROBtJS. 

Shout the song of battle, 

Death to Napoleon ! 
Shout, shout niidstiwar's dread rattle^ 

The country and the throne. 

Though thousand swords disclose him 

A dread but glorious grave ; 
Tliough thousand spears oppose 

Hie patriot stin is brave. 
With fatal blow to blow replying^ 

His death his oounti/s life, 
VOL. I. C 



He (tUsi but &ll6 while crying, 
" War even 4;o the knife." 

cIior'us. 
Shottt^ sliout tiier MBg ef bflttle. 

Deaths Niqpde^h ! / 
Shouty shout midst war's dread rattle, 

The country and the throne. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Gallego0.*^Felix AIvarez.7-;Luis .Moflquenu^^IMfid^ 
pation at Madrid,— -InsurrectioQ of tbe 2d May. 



ink 

XJURING the si^ge of Ckidiz, and.i^t the 
jperiod q{ it iiji. which t)ie . i^iwstaiices 
detailed in the. fornaepr chapter to^k places 
its peculation was increased to more than 
^double the number at which it was estl-^ 
;nated at other times. The different stories 
of its houses;, each of which, in those of a 
secondary class, forms ^ sepfimjb^ faalMtotion» 
were crbi^ded with lodgers of eyery de- 
scription : ^ihe native occupie;irs reducing 
the -soale of their domestic estabMshnient to 
allow room to receive the. foreign ones; 
and; at night the casapuertaSf or open 
porches, with which the houses are fur* 
. mshed^ were the receptadef of hundreds 

c 2 
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of hardy Gallicians^ who, wrapt up in 
their cloaks, there found beds, the hard- 
ness of which had little effect in disturbing 
the repose of mgfats fdlowing days of such 
extraordinary labour as that which the 
Olffi^t» UfO^tgo. (5) 

Don l^etix Alvarez de CavaUero was one 
of those whom the dscumstances of the 
revolution had brought within the walls ai 
Caittt/ To ^fkoe these dmiMitdnce^ ta 
tk«y Mfifd hifiiself, tine must go bacl^ int^ 
lis 4k)iMAil; UM>if. Rbr fttnllf Wdd 
AoUe, rniA Isib ttiMi^stoi^ at no tety ^SstM% 
period) had y^Wtk th^'goMeh key. (€) His 
fikihw WttS the xmif chfld of a f6}ittg6i ^tftt 
of tlM fWniiiy ^ Citvalfetoi whose esLpetk- 
dve faaMM blit ia tUscotded With his small 
Ibltiltii, Md whd hikd iftanied the daughter 
«f ^ iMrdiMt to repletush his ejiliau^ted 
^tt&H* A few fftofitte aftei" hii mdMage 
]ii9 ftai 6 Victim 10 his piEtedon fbf gaming, 
tnd hiii irittaUe ietr^r. lie Was killed b 
^ duel$ ciiused by h qakitd At play. ' Ddn 
iodi the ftther of Fdix, thu^ antflrphdcfi 



I^re hMf bint^ hfd the ftddHumfll ndgEat 
tune c^ €vaii@iBf Ibn drath of his mother; 
whacei^seA to Uttt oft ihe momenfc that dift 
g)»ve Hiqat Me. Her father todt the chikU 
wd nd^ted hm for his own: he gaare 
. Mm the i^pcitioQ of a mmkamU and pror 
j||ii«d to sufply Hm with the raeaos of 
t^mng itJMt education to account At ai| 
$#^ly 9|^ he jent hini to %\m Havannah; 
WsA t)i6 icM man dying tome time after 
J(»86'§ iipp^rture from bis nutiire eountry, 
li^u«9tbtd to hifp a sum e£ money auffi^ 
sm^y.yNft^ ^ ^^pf^ A eplendid proapect, 
}^ ^ cjbApes to fellow the nam|ile of his 
g»ipASkket$ Md to pitfAi his fortune in 
0OffHni^i90 i Imt Don JMi w§at naturally of 
g ffl^l^Mhoiy ftnd smambitidus disptositkm : 
^ 0074^^ n<4 rieb»l{ he asibd only iar 
p^qp^n^<»l ani his gmndfather's will 
e^^rded Um the mtens lOf Kving with, 
fsomfort; though not in affluenee* in his 
native country. He therefore returned to 
Spiain» and fished his residence njear Trux- 
illo in Estremadura* to whidt |^e an« 
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eadj affection had attached him., tie 
married ; and having purchased some land, 
upon which stood a handsome Quinta, in 
that beautifiil imlley of the Tagus, on the 
descent firom Tmxillo to the bridge of 
Almaraz, he lived in the undislurijed calm 
of a farmer's life. His domestic hap* 
piness was incaieased by the births- ($f a 
son and a daughter^ Felix and Alj^rtina; 
and in the developement of their miniii^i 
and the occupatitms of his farm^ which he 
managed himself^ he passed down th^ 
stream of time, meeting with fewer shid-^ 
lows than genially impede the voyage 
of life. This calm was ruffled about ten 
years after the birth of his daughter, bj a 
severe trial indeed— *>the loss of his^wtfe; 
She left him the charge of tending the 
education of iier children ; and it was his 
greatest deligfat to fulfil the trust. After 
some time, Felix was sent to Toledo, from 
thence to Salamanca; and Don Jos6 wai$ 
then left to seek his happiness in farming 
the mind of his daughter Albertina. 
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At Salamanca, Fdix pursued his studies 
witih attention. He had a mind that 
tibirsted after knowkdge, and was endowed 
with natural talents which enabled hint 
rapidly to attdin it ; but he was not blessed 
with that, persevering spirit wfaidi akne 
enables a man to acquire great eminence m 
whatever he undertakes. BrilUant sikicess, 
and a too. rafad progress in the commence* 
ment of a career^ are often apt to make VA 
think : ligirtly of the difficulties which re-< 
mam to be encountered. As we rdbx in the 
exertions which produced our first success^ 
,we frequently content ourselves with re-» 
n^aining on the road short of the end 
^sigmsiXLy proposed, which is nevertheless 
iM^ained by less promising genius^ if em* 
dowed with the talent of perseverrog. It 
is therefore not surprising that Felix, with 
an ardent dedre to know every thing weU» 
should find himself, in his twentieth yeaiv 
not very deeply learned in anything. Hepos- 
sessed, however, a greater degree of gene- 
ral knowledge than faUs to the lot of most 
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BMI3L His giutttff tfinJbtf snd refined 
mimDsn, lendered hioi belored and «>«gliC 
iAar in wodetyu^md this bad givta hiiki 
an <a^ taite fiir the plearares of fodetjr^ 
to wUch may ha atttibated the vtmA of 
■laadinHi/that prerentod him fheoi more 
fitfio f w r iug ly pursuing the dtaper stud&OBL 
He drank of the waten of Hie Tormoa isx 
fteamme.* From the attention wbkh his 
Mr^ jmd poiiahed manneis gained him 
ftom the female part of society in hit 
early jam, when in^rtssions afo finnod^ 
which afterwards become characteristic, im 
derived a susceptibility of idling* which 
gave a colour to the whole of Ins ]tf^. A 
mtti in Felix's situfttiony whose mind was 
not so well regulated, or whose principles 
were tess 6rm, w6uld have dc^narated 
into an insignificant coxeomb. Felix es- 
eaped this Scylla ; but the Charybdis which , 
opened to ingulf him was attended with 

• Haher hebido del agua del Tormes-^*^ To have 
drunk of the waters of the Tormes/' is a common 
Spanish expression for a learned man. 



iB0re ^Migprous ^wsequeneps to hw^a^ 
liOV^etiaese in wm»u hud £o^ lapi |bp {lovr- 
ei6^1 a chano, ^t it took pos^Msiw ^ 
Im m^d by ai9f^y withoul lu^is^ perr 
jasiss^ of ififlpw, wbo fltood pcrt^iy at the 
eoytraoc^ Y^ a^UlKMig^h Ipis mind ww tlHif 
fteqventty agpt^ted* l^i^ b^irt wa9 i|a th^ 
l%ht place, ^k^ded by t>M» Ngbipst plan- 
eiplol ei hono^, ^ wan open t^'the dert 
fedil^ of 9aii9fir^i 1^ althoji^h ijipe faiwer 
fyl infljuoQce of i^wuBfk ind«i£e4 ifim to 
fall kito mmy ^ fh^ fdM^ which t)io 
manners of the i^ appMned aloiotit: to 
Mfimtion, lie carefotty arpidad l^oii^ m 
which he detected any moral tiirp$tiKie» 

Amo»g thfi cmfipopioos of hk stujies 
a«d his wiHfeQfi^ti, to ImmI iiMenriUjr 
becmoe partMiffriy intmato with Don 
lm» de Mjps^piera. Dm hm wa$ hii 
sapHOv by $ve or 9l^ yeai^: ^s mannei^ 
weie pleasing, and his tatents of a sti^iior 
ovder; tiut although a dose friendship 
seemed to exist lietween tihem in all tlie 
loms md outward i^pewances, Felix did> 

G 5 
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not fed that peMliar affection which afone 
deserves the name of fHendship, and ^ich 
must take its growth from estieem and 
respect. There were many parts of Luis's 
'conduct which Felix 'did not approve^ yet 
too fault of sufficient magnitude to induce 
him to consider him as a vicious character ; 
and a congeniafity of feelings, on some 
points, drew them together. Whether it 
arose from this, or was simjdy the effect of 
circumstances^ there was* nobody with 
whom FeUx was so closely allied as Luis ; 
and had he been asked who was the friend 
he dierished t^e most, he would hare 
named Mosquera. 

In ^ their intereourse at Salamanca, no- 
thing occurred sufficiently to develope to 
Don Fdix his friend's mind and character j 
and he was contented to take that fhr good 

coin, which passed with the rest of the 
world, ' and in which he could not di9» 

ccfter the alloy. But Don LubWas iiot 

ttie friend Don Felix would have chosen^ 

could h^ have read his heart, la early 



FELIX ALVAXEZ. W 

a^ no care had bten tafcra to impknt 
the seeds of good priiiciples in his 
nuiid,. or erect, barriers of^yirtu^ and the 
tempta: oi pankind is too watchM to pasa 
hy one unguarded avenue, without enteiS* 
iDg^ the mansion of the soul. The sparing 
of all his actions was bad. With the 
iq)pearance c^ the greatest disinterested^ 
ntes, his only ol^ect was self. His talei^ 
were good^ but they only rendered hint 
the greater hypocsfcite. Of a desigtdng 
disposition^ he anticipated much good that 
might re^t to . himself fisom ^ connexion 
with Dpn Felix ; and he therefore deter* 
mined to cultivate it. The scanty allows 
ance which he derived from the precarioiiil 
bounty of an extravagant mother enaMed 
him with difficulty to. keep up an appeals 
ance at Salamanca; but by estfcblidiing 
himself in the place he had obtained in 
FeUx's '. mind, and by becommg neceissary 
to him, he foresaw a resource when his 
mother's inability or negligence should 
dqxrive him of the means of continiiing ibk 
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cwwr cf fleMMMi^ wUch was the only one 
tiiat fattallowedius mind to fc^w. IdknesB, 
Mther tiiM i^Kcatioii, kept kirn at the 
waivertiiy. He $sfAetkdj longed to enter 
Urn biger field te <Im giatifto^wti of hie 
pnnioiis and iMbits, wiagh the mfitai 
tSured to him, and was ooljr prevaited 
finmi ieaviiig Sidamanca by ius €onNa0ii»« 
Btaw of the impoeaibflity af phngmg ialo 
the plenum of Madrid, without other le^ 
moRXB than Us unoertaift aUovtanee. It 
had theneftire long heea his mm to indnoe 
Felix to obtain from hiB firther peniiis9ian 
Jto cleae ins etudies^ and to comfrfete his 
ednoalioa tjr pasang a iwelTementh in 
Mbdiid. Fciix't B^pfMaition to hie feAat 
irae made 'with Ihe wiwttalii which his own 
dnabe to see the mmUL jMmxpboi, and nras 
atfiffided with wccese. A considenfaie 
aam of money was plaood in a faa^Eer^s 
imoda&ff his use; and he left ^^froairA 
accoaofianied by his friend Don Luis. 

it was at JMadrid that Don Felix dem^ 
iqpeii lOie effects xsS tiuAismceptStSitf mkkk 

4 



eatlj ijfapfemum bad iMtiUHi iato Us dMN 
racier. Had he Atten into jMsoper maetff 
this ftiliiig of hb heart might perhaps have 
been turned to tiie aocoant t£ fais hapia<» 
neos; b«t amoogifc the fienudes who fre^ 
qiteflled the house of Dofia Mavia de los 
Meit^deii de Mofquera^^ the motiier of 
Don JjiOBf his weakness was likefy to 
Heoder him the nctim of avarice and art* 
fttfaieas. Dona Mercedes had heeii an 
actress^ aad tiie nistoess of Dom Felipe da 
Mosqnera; who at aa advanced ^a^, and 
in his dotage, was imposed upon to believe 
that he was tihe father of a cbild ; and in 
the tenderness into whicb he was cheated 
1^ this beliei^^he married- her in tjme to 
letgitJasaAe tibe hof tivu. Oatrary to her 
hfopsB esid expectations, year after year, to 
flie number of eighteen, rolled over Don 
FeCpe's head; nor C90 it be positively 
ascertained whether her patience was npt 
esdiaiisted, and she was obliged to antici^ 
pate tiie viat of the angel of deaths or 

* See Note S^r 
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whether he was brought by time ta do hu 
destined work. The old man flied siid« 
denly, when, becoming a widow, she found 
herself mistress of all his property; a sttcv^ 
cession with which she took care to be pre« 
viousLy acquainted. She seemed to be as 
careless of the reputation of the noble name 
which she had thus acquired, as the puhUe 
had formerly been of the plebeian one which 
she had borne; for she had been so very 
generally designated by the title of Mtr-^ 
cedes f la Buena Moza,* that the name of 

* Actresses on the principal stages in Spain are 
frequently designated by nick-names arising from 
some personal or professional circumstance. Once 
acquired, the actress is so commonly known by it, 
that the bills which announce her p^onnance are 
the only records of her real name; and on makii:^ 
excursions from the principal theatre to provincial 
ones, actresses are frequently announced to perform 
by the titles under which they have acquired their 
fame. La huena Moza literally means the handsome 
girl J but being applied by custom to express the 
unrestrained votaries of Venus, whether handsome 
or the reverse, it has ceased to be used in good 
society in its original sense. 



htsr &ther was^ unremetnbered;- ^ the 
idlf extscni^a&t mamii^ -in- vhich she 
8(pMMNlefed the monejr sh^^ad obtained by 
Diffi'f'ettpe's dfearth, she seemed in haste td 
t^tnitt 40 her fdMi^' 'profesaon, or rather 
to return to the pubfic displaj of her person 
oa^'tbeftti^t ^r in ei^ery other respect her 
bMoaaeti of Imi^ only differed from that 
of the acitresses <)f -Madrkl in the greater 
degree ^ irregiiiarrty, and outrage o^ aD 
decency and^*%hbral feeling, which it exhi- 
bitod. ^ Her condtict to her son was most 
unnatural and ungrateftd ; considering that 
it was to him that she owed her state 
of aShience. ' While wasting lai^e sums in 
the most absurd luxuries £»* her own plea^ 
sure, she deined him almost the means of 
subsistence, and received him occasionally 
at her hou^ merely as a visitor. The 
only cause that could be discovered for this 
dislike and ^sruelty was, that Don Imis Was 
fivOrand-^twenty yealrs did, and bore in hi^ 
Ibote >incoiitrbveiftilde proof that it Was 
but the mirk of fMth ih which ^he daily 

5 
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dress^l h&mli; a mwk WUeh might m- 
dace munjr to uvder-ciyicvliite ber ytant, at 
lets* /Mwe twciye ar fiftfsea; §qk thMgfc 
slie np longer j^mieiTed the UoMi of 7(11^ 
i^e w^ «n «d9pt jn tlie 1^ of eovanUirSritr 
iag it» faamiarg and k» fedkigs* 

Pop l^, hoffre^ei:, iipp^ kv AjNMraom 
•t Madrid froia Salamanca, bad prgfiwrnd 
moaseU* a mote ^eiirdiid iidmktwoe to his 
mother's house, hy the mt^r^dwtion of a 
]roi«Dg ^nd fascwai^ addictoi to her so^ 
e»ety» and oae whom he toefc caM to reprer 
sent as orerwhelmed wkh the vdigfeik of 
his purser and grateful to any who wouU 
relievie him from the burden. The dia^ 
ractierand ai^earanoe of Eton Fidix ahnost 
induced Dona Meiseedes to taloe the ta^k of 
bis ruin upon herself; but jdie w at that 
moment employed upon a mnilar work^ 
from which she anticipated equal gimtifilQa^ 
Ufm aad ^?ofit ; she^ thaeefore, ithopgh te* 
hictantly^ gave him «p lo the society of 
congenial ^aracters, of whom hep teitolia 
was tb? «mrtliiit vC»ort^ md to which i 
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succemM ^ yomg men wm aUtaetikd faf 
every euft Hmy ooM devitie. 

And with iueh flockly did Fdix iflov 
biiiisdf to imx* The tinfortimate weak** 
ness In hb ifltaneter xenderBd hii xeaeoQ 
nugeAory befyn it had pMrer to act ae# 
wifdmg to its dictate. He was ignorant 
aUiie ef the manners and dangert 6i the 
capital, and nnacqnainted ynih the hktofjr 
^ Dcma Meicedes, and wkh the rank Ae 
held in sodetjr- Ail he knew was, t}iafc 
R^sa de la Pena was Unrelj, was aocdm^ 
fiiiAed, was sentimental : he thought her 
amiaUe, and he belieTed that he hfu| made 
an impreasion on her heart It was npeQ 
this member of tihe Buena Mona tertnUa^ 
as it was fioetiously called hjr some ef tihe 
wks ef Aladrid, that devolved the office 
reluctlantlj relinquidied bj the priestess of 
4he Ofgies^— i2ie mm of Don Feix* With 
tibe nrin of bis principles she was no mm^ 
concerned than it was necessary tothe ndn 
itf his fortune; and sdie might, peiliaps» have 
fehsome scnipies at the ene, had th^ set 
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been ovefbalanced by the attraction of the 
other. It was the mask of the most im^ 
maculate and ddicate virtue which she 
chose for the puipose of establishing her 
power orer him. She was shocked at the 
inegiiburitjr, not to say immorality, of the 
pres^it manners. She dedaredy that sdbe 
spent a part of erery day with her con- 
fessor, who, though sevefe, charmed her by 
his severity. And having advanced some 
way on her plan to possess his ajflfections^ 
dhe assumed a habit of coarse grey cloth, (7) 
which was, however, becomingly made; 
artfolly giving him- to understand, that this 
penanoe was imposed upon her for a certain 
time by her confessor, in ^ocmseqiience of 
the confession, that h&c feelings for iiim had 
induced her to neglect her duty in some 
point of religious discipline. 
. It was by meaits such as these that she 
gave him an ^xaltied opinion of her dia^ 
racter; and by awakening an idea in his 
mind that she "Was fondly attached to him, 
$bit ^xdted: ip ijnim a delinum of passion 
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which would have cariiecl him to the most 
extravagant lengths. As her principal aim 
was iipon his fortune, she had tried tiid 
gaming-table as one means of coming at 
lus purse, and had failed, his dislike to 
gaming being so early manifested^ that she 
relmquished that point Of attack^ and^com* 
menoed another^ whidi succeeded « better. 
She levied contributions on him by means 
c^ the charitaUe feelings which she dia* 
covered in his hefirt. By framing heart* 
readhftg stories of: distress^ whiah .fite* dii^ 
ccimsiUmces of the tme rendered, pecaliaiffy 
pn4»Ue» flbe found a nerev^fiuMiig resMvce 
by which ta wq^ly the expenses of ker 
pledsoite./' 

:> TheM hioktient at whic^ Don FeUxicrai* 
mdnced r !lns career in the dissipation of 
Madrid wias when the blow was . pre^ 
paring, nAuch, when struck, was to raise 
the war-cry of liberty thrbug^ioati Spain ; 
wbien the. ton^ wast already lifted that 
w«t5 to reMndle/tbat.sinathefedflam^whkl^ 
bi&T^iijg; , is .the hearts < of attiher cbUdres^ 
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fouJd 0fAj be enimgmhtd by Uie blood of 
fc^ oppraniws. The arrest of Gochqr» and 
ttie abdication ^f Cbwrles IV.» had dreadjr 
tak^ place. Spam was filled with swans^ 
of bar anemies, who waited but the signal 
lo ciostrof h^**^hat mgati was near al 
hmd-^Htbe royal fiumSy bad set out i^ion 
theor illrfiited aa lUrfidnsed journey, which 
aidad in the loss of their liberty at Bay^ 
onne. It was» therefiH«, only such beings 
aa those who composed the Buena Mosa 
Terlttiia that wa^ not drawn out of At 
TOfftex of their usual pfeasures and enl^y^ 
natnts* and waited with bneathless eacpettB^ 
tion the thqnder^lt tpnat was ready to 
fdl. The calm which followed the bast 
firtchingaway of Oieking fnim the boaona of 
his pei^ile, was not like the sorrow of a 
heart which feeb the absence of a belored 
object, and is soothed by the anticqudaoii 
of Its return; it was the deep feding of 
xerenge fi)r diitst injuries-«the unspeakaMe 
resentaitnt wHA could find no timgue but 
in the cannon^s roar ; and such a v<^ did 



itiod on lite gfctioitt M of Miqr ; yetiM 
couid, then utter but one shorty de^ Mid 
iMBMintbfo omt» atiid rfnk bick isto d- 
iMCe. 

Th^ «v«nt8 of Ihttt dfty tktt m^ wa ua» 
WfttaiMd, imd idnfidst tf tuamMd peoj^ 
fou^ by a smsi df thdr injiiiied^ wMhoM 
^lA^dillttioii, lb tf bj 4M^ instlMtiire ifii- 
kk, to faU iipm Atid intinnddte/ihe xt^ultt 
mnd experienced arttfjr of their oppreraoff, 
6tin nev^ be fotgotten* In spite of titt 
intflirtutiate iintnediate conseqaences^it ww 
Um^ ftmt smidw effort of libertj; and the 
dame^ though niMientarf» electrified ail 
SpoiiL III iter ^Mttnaosm 0f the inottMn^ 
wn a Spaniard hut, wllk ti4uK w«*{)oa ht 
<iMhl i(vkld> gi^ wni fo the J ^w Mngs ^ 
his httkt^ and witttfe iirilth letie^^ Maod 
his signature to A^ bmd whidi eimitcMd 
all Madiid in nn^ *ww at vengeahca^ ia load 
uridch leroBed ad dirthicfion of sea. ct age 
bf jto predoodnating okiara<»i^ : aB^ wast 
aponlards. and all^ men and <#Mien^ old 
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Md joung, sekreftched fofth th^admsto 
average ^Spmi* < 

Felix's mind had >(beeadtaiort'enti»dy 
occupied by his own situation with Rosa t 
and so completely was it engrossed by it» 
tbat he was scarcely ^mniblesof .th^. qaads 
if patriotism latent in hisb^art. But he 
Was roused by this blaze; and/hefelt^ 
the sensations of i|n enthusiastic love iji 
his country more vividly as they came 
upon him mote suddenly; His fy^^g9 
were also heightened, by !a4€igree ojf.shasi^ 
when he found .from what a prgfoiuafd 
slumber he- was roused; and his .mind^ 
deeply tind^red with rdiMnce,) anticij^dted; 
from the nobSe bii^t :hy :^i^ch her, was 
awaken^ a chiraJroiis repulse; of thit^i^ 
iBued ^very, by the total anmhilatiox^iof 
the .aniiies of F?a^ce ia. %ein. Sueh - were 
his>tlilioqghts op the. moroing : of the 1^ of 
M^y^ i^i9t]ngthem^1&li»d^aiftl>h^ 
lie encouraged, t^ pc^fmlatei^ and he set 
them an example. . Whilst &tts etnplay<A 



a mudcelrbdl passed tlurotigli hbjtfm ; and, 
as he tras faHing, a seooad wounded him 
.otk the head» and dq[«iyed him g£ his 
J9enses. He fell amidst a heap of his coim^ 
Jtrymen. * ^ . 

On the nighfc which followed that dreadr 
fyi dsty, th& inbafait^iits of a Iioiise m the 
CaUe de Toledo^ where FeUx had Mko^ 
havmg. observed fnm th^r windows that 
be was but wounded, and that he showed 
isigns of life, ventui^into the street to en- 
.deftvour to save him, in defianoe of the nu- 
merous patroles of French soldiery which 
paraded through the town the whole of the 
night, piltting to death all whom they met 
'Their kindness and attention restored him 
4A life, though not to' reason ; and' the 
wound in his head oooaaioned a defiiium 
.which lasted two months* They had prop* 
cured medical . assistance^or him;, and at 
th^. end of that timb the wound in.hisarm 
was &st healing ;' ^okL the move dangerous 
one in his head assumed an ai^)earaiice that 
the hope of his perfect r^foration, 



mhkh tke idnd Art^ot and Ug fiim^ hai 
iMg 9M«d to cntertjonu Si£or AxwyM, 
wko liad ihiii fq^coed lam itota daMafai 
deaA, VB$ a leq^ectafale and €iiibent bcwdc- 
seller, whose means were sufficient t0 pi«^ 
veiri; the idea of expdtase from dtoturi^ng 
th^ aensation of .pleanfo wMoh he kk 
mk being aUe to afford sndi iodpoMant as- 
sistance to a feOow^Hmatttw. It was net 
101 the period whefi Fdix^i season returned 
that his resellers were enabled to vdSmk 
themselves of his name and fn3%, and to 
iccMnfliuiucate to Den Jos6 the fittte <tf his 

son. Since Ae »d <tf May his anxieljr had 
iiicDeased to agony, as he douhted not tlMt 
las soA had beoeme an aeter in the dsead- 
fill tragedy performed that day; and he 
Qould as little dinbt,that, itftor such eootn^ 
-ordinary circumstances, he istmld have 
written to him had he snridYed it Aiv 
Koyos^B messenger iHed hin heart i^<|i Joy. 
Akboogfa much wastobe&ared fhuh the 
Male of drcuniaGEUices thnnq^kHit S^pun, 
he hesitated not to kave Albertina in flie 
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charge of a femily at Tnudllo, while he 
himself undertook a journey to Madrid* 
With the most grateful acknowledgement 
of the invaluable service which he had ren- 
dered to his family, Don 3os6 endeavoured 
to press upon Arroyos a remuneration for 
the expenses and trouble which his gene* 
ro»ty had brought upon him» but without 
Success. FeM, who, though his reason re- 
turned only at intervals, was considered 
able to travel^ and was carried to his &ther^s 
house. But there, even with the fond at- 
tention and anxiety of a father and sister, 
it required a -period of nearly two years to 
restore him to that perfisct state of mind of 
which his wound had deprived him. 

As he began to regain his health and 
reason, his mind reverted to the objects that 
formerly occupied it; and from the con- 
templation of which it had been -so sud- 
denly torn. In his short intervals of reftson 
at Madrid, he entreated Arroyos to obtain 
information of the situation -of Rosa, and 
to seek out Don Luis for him. The good 

vol/. I. D 
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old man, who saw from the warmth of his 
ttianner, and gathered from the ravings of 
JUsddirium, the degree of interest he took 
m the late of these persons;, withheld from 
him the result of his inquiries, from the 
fear of retarding the progress of his re- 
corery. Of Don Luis he could hei^* nothing; 
but Dona Mercedes' house had become a 
receptacle fdr the French officers, with 
Whom Madrid was filled ; and whilst other 
piersoas ^ut themselves from all society, or 
met only by stealth to deplore the progress 
of the overwhelming torrent, her salocms be« 
came more crowded and more brilliant than 
ever. Rosa was a radiant star in this con« 
stellation, and figured in the new scene 
which c^ned itself with more 6clat as 
with less shame. Felix, therefore, left 
Madrid, supposing her to have become the 
victim of her constancy to her country £uid 
to him. 

The gpoviring power of the French in 
Sp^n had now risen to sudi a height as to 
stamp every inactive Sp^iard with the 
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character of in£uny and treason. Seville 
had just been occupied by the inyaders, ami 
the government and hope of Spain were 
driven within the walls of Cadiz. Don 
Jose determined to await, almost hopelesslyt 
the eventful issue of the now gen^^al war» 
with his beloved Albertina, upon their fiirm^ 
which had hitherto only been subject to 
pecuniary contributions ; but he made up 
his mind to the loss of the protection and 
society of his son, whiph he considered a 
necessary sacrifice to his country. Whilst 
Felix was wavering between different plans 
for the employment of his sword in his 
country's canse, he received a letter from 
his friend Mosquera, who had found means 
of forwarding it to him from Cadiz* After 
congratulating him on his escape, of which 
he had accidentally heard, he urged him 
to join him without loss of time, that they 
might together enter the army, in which 
he professed himself to have considerable 
interest. This letter decided his conduct 
at once ; the more so, as he flattered himself 

D 2 
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into a hope thlit Rosa, whose image haunted 
him night and day, might stiU Kve for him, 
although her name was not mentioned in 
the letter, ^t all erents, he had little 
doubt that he should learn her fate with 
certainty &onk Mosq^era ; and independent 
entu«ly of this, the prospect of his eiftering 
with advantage a career in whiph he would 
be serviceable to his country, was sufficient 
to determine him. -With his head filled 
with the dreams of a romantic imagina- 
tion, and the smiling pictures of hope, he 
set oirt; firom the Quinta dela Vistosa, his 
father's residence, on his journey to Lisbon, 
where he embarked in an English ship, and 
arrived without accident at Cmiiz. 

Upon his arrival he lost no time in find- 
ing out Mosquera, who received him with 
the apparent warmth of fiiendship, Luis 
^her would not or could not give him any 
information of the undeserving object of 
his affection. As long as he remained in 
doiibt, he allowed his mind to cherish 1^ 
smiling pictures of his fancy, and the 
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dreams of every succeeding day heightened 
their glowing colqurs. He found his friend 
deeply engaged in aU the dissipation of 
Cadiz ; a dissipation which was rathet 
heightened than diminished by the situa« 
tion of the town at the time. Hie prer 
sence of a besieging army^ though it shut 
the gates of the Is£a de Leon, and pre* 
vented, the communication with the oppo^ 
site side of the bay, had- little or no effect 
upon the markets, and increased the acti^ 
vity of their commerce. The Court, thd 
army, foreign as weU as national, and the 
immense influx of aU sorts of people which 
they attracted, rather excited to amuse-^ 
ment by their extensive eomlHnation, than 
deterred from ithj reflection on the causes 
of their beiug thus combined : therefore, 
at no time was Cadiz more gay, more busy, 
or more fascinating to an enthuidastiii 
young man, than at the. moment at which 
Alvarez became one of its inhabitants^ 
Week after week, month after month, 
rolled on with him in the continued round^^ 
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of pleasure in which Mosquera artfully 
contrived that -he should move ; and as the 
motion of the earth is unperceived, from 
the want of any single stationary object 
dose enough to strike the senses by com- 
parison, Alvarez followed where all moved 
with the same rapidity in the same path, 
without perceiving his course, or the time 
which glided imperceptibly by him. Much 
conversation passed between the friends 
cm the subject of their joint plans, |)ut no 
steps were taken in consequence; and Mos* 
quera, whose aim was very different from 
that he pretended to Alvarez, managed to 
produce such plausible reasons for the de-* 
lay, that they satisfied him; whilst, be* 
tween the occupation of pleasure and the 
indulgence of his imagination in romantic 
day dreams, he found no time to inquire 
into the probability of the causes assigned 
by his friend. It was in this situation that 
we left him in the former chapter. 
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CHAP. III. 

Teitulia Sets.--*Saint8' Day.-- Void Offers of Civility* 
— Licensed indelicate Phrases. — Exclamatory 
Oaths among Ladies. — The Statue of Hercules. 
Azoteas and Torres. — Night Scene of Shells 
thrown from each Side by the Besiegers and the 
Besieged. 



Jb ELIX'S circle of acquaintance daily en* 
laiged, and his choice was nightly embar* 
rassed as to the tertulia in which he should 
search for the phantom, pursued through- 
out Cadiz, Pleasure. It was in vain that 
he sought to confine himseff to a particu-' 
lar set ; for the tertulias of a certain numr! 
ber of &inilies are generally litked ttige* 
ther, being held successively at one ftnon 
therms hoiuies. Within the ciicle tlfUA; 
formed, a. young man, devoted to the s^ry. 
vice of any particular lady of the set, mi^* 
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venture to visit without giving umbrage ; 
but stq) out of it, pay a casual visit at th^ 
tertulia of a new acquaintance, and you 
subject yourself to the raillery of the gene^ 
rtd circle, and the frowns of the particular 
link by which you are immediately con- 
nected with it. 

FeUx had become thus connected with 
a ^eti the most common rendezvous of 
which was the tertulia of Doiia Margarita 
de Smith, and his point of attraction for 
the time being was Dona Afttonia, her 
daughter. The master of the house, Don 
Carlos Smith, was an Irishman by birth ; 
but being established as a merchant in Ca« 
diz, and wishing to, carry his commerce to 
Spanish America, he had become a natu* 
xttlized Spmiard, none but Spaniards being 
flowed to trade with the continent of New 
Spain. The tertulia at his house was 
much resetted to by the British officers, 
tfnd a greiapt deal of the conversation was 
carried on in the English language,, with 
which Antonia his daughter was well ac- 
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qUainted; but his wife>.I>ona Margarita^ 
having appUed herself to the study of it 
aft» her marriage, atid not having had 
many opportunities of conversing in it be- 
fore the siege of Cadiz*^ spoke it but im« 
perfectly : she managed, however^ to make 
herdelf understood by - such of her guests 
as could not converse "with her in her own 
language, by expressing herself in literal 
translations of her Spanish with all. its 
idioms. 

On her saint's day a more than common 
concourse of her friends and acquaintances 
crowded her tertulia para dar los dias, 
that is, to compliment her on the anniver- 
sary of her f£te.. The rentembrance of the 
birth-day is entirely dropped in Spain, and 
aU the civilities and ceremonies with which 
the anniversary of that epoch is celebrated 
in England are offered on the day of the 
saint whose name you bear. A great ad- 
vantage is gained by this, particularly to un- 
married ladies, who are approaching that 
period when, m the Spaniards ^xpr^s. it, 

2) 5 
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the duty of dressing the images af the 
saints * will devolve upon them : for the 
anniversary of the birth-day may be con- 
iBidered as an anni\al reckoning with time, 
and id often attended with an inquiry into 
his account ; but as the saint's day is un- 
connected with the idea of birthy nobody 
thinks of asking how many saint's days such 
a lady has passed. 

Dona Margarita was dressed for the oc- 
casion ; all the treasures of her wardrobe 
wete displayed upon her person, and that 
most necessary article of dress, the fan, was 
not the least valuable part of her decora- 
tions. Amongst her company there was 
an English lady, the wife of an oflScer of 
rank, who had lately joined the garrison ; 
and to this lady the mistress of the house 
paid particular attention, by placing her at 
her side, and attempting to converse with 
her: but as conversation in bad broken 

* Quedarse para vestir imageries is a proverbial 
expression in Spanish, synonymous to our Leading 
apes in hdl. 
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^English could hot be easiljr arried on be* 
yond simple questidns and monosyllabic 
answers, Mrs. Alison soon found the com- 
xnon sulgects e3diausted; and in her en- 
deavour to keep up the colloquial shuttle- 
cock, she remarked the extraordinary 
beauty and curious workmandiip of Dona 
Margarita's fan. Every natkm has its pe- 
culiar customs, which, however extraordi-^ 
nary or ridiculous they may appear to fo* 
xeign^rs, are necessarily and , habitually 
complied with by the natives of the coun- 
try where 'they are adopted; and there is 
one in Spain which obliges every well-bred 
.person, when any thing bekHtiging to - him 
is praised by another in his piiy^pce, tp, 
say immediately that the thing, whatever 
it may be, is very niuch at his service. 
Any body deficient in this act of politeness 
would be considered as rude as one who 
neglected to answer a civil bow, and if 
done pointedly, the neglect would be taken 
as seriously by the offended party: the 
necessary . answer to this civil offer, E^tA 
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mui bieh empkado^ '* It is in very good 
hands,'' fdiows as naturally as *^ Very well', 
I thank you/' to ^ How do you do," and 
ends this customary ceremony of^ exterior 
politeness. Influenced by habit, and in 
compliance with this national eiqiression of 
civility, Doiia Margarita assured Mrs. Ali- 
son that the £an was very much at her 
service, in language more fordUe than was 
necessaiy, from her ignorance of the idiom 
she was using ; and after a gentle refusal 
of acceptance, fdlowed by a few polite 
bows from the donor, Mrs. Alison conceived 
that this was a. customary trait of pdite- 
oess iEtT)d generosity in the Spanish cba* 
racter, and that she should offend by not 
admitting it< She therefore retained the 
fan, to the astonishment and dismay of 
Dona Margarita, and was loud in ex- 
pression of her grateful sense of the obli- 
gation and attention. 

This circumstance attracted the atten- 
tion, and excited the mirth, of all the ladies 
around the mistress of the housct <' Cara- 



coles !^ said one, 'V$he has accepted it.** 
A young Englishman turned round, sur- 
prised at the extraordinary exdamation 
with which this lady commehced her 
speech. The pronunciation of 4he word» 
although innocent in itself, approached very 
near to that of a most indecent oath. With 
which the Spaniards conomonly interlard 
their conversation when ladies are not 
present ; and a slight pause in the middle 
of the word alarmed the hearer as to the 
manner in which she would end it, and 
rendered the similarity still more striking. 

" Didn't that lady swear. Sir?" said the 
young Englishman in very good Spanish, 
addressing Alvarez as he was standing near 
him. 

** Oh, Sir!** replied Felix, •* you must 
not be astonished at the. near approach to 
a vulgar oath, which you will fiqd in the 
mouth of some of our ladies : however 
indelicate, nay, indecent in itself, the ex- 
pression may be, the haMt which young 
people acquire^ of introdudng exdapiations 
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into their conversatioii, without attaching 
ideas to them at all, excuses that ladj from 
the charge of impropriety of language. I 
am sure that she would be miich dis- 
concerted and seriously offended if any 
man were brute enough to make use €£ 
the oath in her presence; although she 
scruples not to employ what appears to be, 
and is, an imitation of it.*' 

*^ You account for it," said the English- 
man, ** in a manner which is hardly de- 
fensible ; for no woman can be ignorant of 
the expression to which it refers, which 
must too often strike their ears from the 
frequent repetition of it by all classes of 
people; and any woman must be -totally 
devoid of delicacy who, knowing it, could 
allow herself to create such an idea in the 
mind of her hearers. It is upon the same 
principle as that upon which ladies intro- 
duce such expressions as these into their 
conversation, that they also make up their 
minds to talk openly of the fommtion of 
their person?, under the names of pa- 
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triotismo and eniusiasmo (8) (patiiotistii 
and enthusiasm), which they could not 
with delicacy designate by less equivocal 
ones" 

Felix smiled, and acknowledged thf iir- 
delicacy of the terms. 

•* I hfeve observed another licence in 
conversation," continued his companion, 
** which is very general, and which I 
cannot conceive how the young ladies 
reconcile with their reverence for the^ 
Deity, or for oiir Saviour, the precepts of 
whose religion they adhere to with such 
enthusiastic devotion. Jesus is the com- 
mon exclamation by which they give force 
to what they say, and express all the dit 
ferent emotions of their mind, whether 
surprise, grief, joy, or any other. It is the 
universal accompaniment of their ' expres- 
sions of anger, often foolishly and wickedly 
provoked ; and such general want of reve- 
rence is attached to this sacred name, that 
it is mixed even in their common songs. 



*• 
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sometimes of the modt ludicrous, and some- 
times dT the most licentious kind.'* 

Felix was too much struck with the 
justice of these remarks, to attempt to 
controvert the truth of them; he, however, 
was trying tp paiUate the conduct of his 
countrywomen, by stating the complete 
thoughtlessness ^^rith which they made such 
frequent use of the Savio\ir's name, when he' 
was interrupted by a call of silence from the 
master of the house, that ^tention might 
be given to the reading pf a poem which 
bad been the subject of convarsation during 
Felix's discui^on with the English officer. 
As they were unacquainted with the sub- 
ject, it wa^ explamed to them, that 
walking that evening on the Alameda,, the 
conversation turned upon the statue of 
Hercules at the end of it ; and as a general 
ignorance seemed to prevail among the 
walking party as to the origin of the statue, 
an English gentleman present had offered 
to bring a solution of all their doubts 



FELIX ALVAREZ. 65 

respecting it in the form of a Hudibrastic 
poem, written by an officer in the garrison* 
He had now performed his promise ; and 
as the greater number of the persons com- 
posing the t^uUa were English, or .those 
who understood the language, it was pro- 
posed that it should be read aloud ; which 
proposal being agreed to, the officer who 
brought it beg^n as fdUows : 

TBS STATUE ON THS AXAtf EDA, OR H;$RCUX.E& 

BEVENQED. 

^' After the destruction of the monster 

• If 

Greryon by Hercule^ on the island of Gades, 
the city was built, and the inhabitants were 
peculiarly devoted to the worship of the 
god who had relieved the island from this 
scourge, under the name (tf Gaditanus* 
The Temple of Hercules, or Gaditanus, at 
Cadiz, was one of the most magnificent in 
the world ; and in it all his labours were 
recorded in most curious workmanships 
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Women and pigs were forbidden to enter 
into this temple. A statue of Hercules at 
present stands surrounded bjr a fountain on 
the Alameda." 

When 'gainst the gods men plotted treason. 
And gave their minds to truth and reason, 
Spite of Jove*s thunder and his vanity 
Prevail'd the power of Christianity. 
The saints on earth thought fit to move 'enq, 
And from Olympus fairly drove 'em : 
Then, kick'd from Ida's top unmannerly, 
Torn on the ground Jove's mighty standard lay ; 
Each god was sent about his business 
Without a spot to say that his'n is : 
There was among them such a bother^ 
Some went one way, some went another : 
To poor old Jove they were least civil, 
And pack'd him off at once to the devil. 
The beating got, each pagan deity 
fled 'cause he could not bear to see it ! eh ? 
Each took the road that chance directed, 
Or where he welcome most expected. 

Great Hercules, the god of might. 
Who show'd his teeth, but could not bite. 
With some sense left took wit in his anger, 
And swung his club, which was a banger, 
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And finding no more war to wage, 

He straight began his pilgrimage ; , 

He stopp'd at Calpe (Gibraltar), 

Looking ^ ff he*d his neck in a halter ? 

And knocking about from pillar to post, 

At length he reach'd his greatest boast, 

That famous temple built at Gades, 

Where never enter'd pigs or ladies. 

As at the gate of the town he lingers 

Says he, " I*m safe," and snapp'd his fingers: 

" ChristisffiB, this spot I need not fear you on, 

'Twas here I licked that rascal Geryon ; 

And find me such another monster, 

m fight him ; but frWn'hence I won't stir I " 

With monstrous melancl|oly pac0s * 

He strode aloi^ the squares and placi0, 

ConsoFd e'en that the sainted njialice 

Had left him where to fix his palace ; 

When waiting tip a certain street 

St. Anthony ♦ he chanced to meet. 

(St. Anthony, I should have told you. 

In Christian ranks had served a soldier, 

Where Fame reports that he did circle his 

Arms about the aforesaid Hercules 

With Ave Marias and Pater-nost, 

And holy breast with thumb well cross'd ; 

• St. AothoDy is the patron saint of Cadil, 
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Spite of his strength gave him a lickings 

And sent him from Olympus kicking.) 

Bage filled the god when he espied him, 

And thus with words he stoutly plied him : 

** Dar^st thou stand up, thou Christiati worm a^ 

gainst my strength on terra firma? 

What though by help of holy fire, ah I 

Worse than the shirt of Dejanjra, 

With all the powers superior backing 

You sent me out of heaven packing, 

And while you magic prayers did mumble, 

I almost broke my neck o' the tumble, 

Think*st thou, vile Christian, that I fear you here ? 

On earth ray strength is still superior." 

The holy saint, the words scarce muttered. 

Twelve Ave Marias loudly muttered ; 

And making crosses four-and«forty», 

Began thus mOdly to retort he : 

** Thou bastard son of fallen Jupiter, 
Fire your gun, and hoist your Blue Peter ; * 
That none of your vile crew may haunt any 
Place that bdongs to me St. Anthony* 
For know, for honours crowding thick, 
When Christians pitched you to Old Nick^ 



* A single guD, with a fta^ called a Blue PHeraitlie maiir, 
is the ^igDal from the commodore ship for a con yd; to geti 
ander sail. 



1 
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I am rewarded with thig citj. 

And on the Pagans taking pitj, 

To save their «ouls from your vile trap, heHy 

Here I have built my churdi or chapel ; 

Therefore your power I do defy. Sir ;" . 

The zaging god exclaims, *^ You lie, Sir ! ** 

** What, give the lie to me, a saint ! 

Avenge me^ Heaven^ and hear my plaint: 

Grant that this ^^ of Besh ^md bone 

Be henceforth turned qito a stone ; 

Fixed hand and feet, « marble statue ; 

So, Master Strong-fist, here's have at you." 
Then souse into the heathen'^ eye 

Some holy water he let fly. 

The God, though stcpng, began to find, 

TSpite of his strength, he grew stone-blind. 

His mouth,' that just began to let off 

A few kind blasts py way of set off, 

Stopp'd in its course, while just beginning, 

Was firmly •fixed a furious grin in ; 

In short, from his head to the point c^ his toe, 

A marble statue all did grow : / 

And now amidst a wat'ry circle is 

A perfect model of great Hercules. 

The Saint delighted to have beaten 

One who his saintship eouid have eaten, 

And thought him just as pretty picking 

As if he eat a roasted chicken. 
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Ran round the town, Vitoria singing, 
And set the bells most loudly ringing. 

Now it so chanced his godship Cupid, 
Whose wings with flying rat^r droopedi 
In hopes to rest his weary pinion. 
And beg some bread and cheese, and an onion ; 
For now he thought not of ambrosia 
(E'en gods can beg when full of woes they are), 
Perched on that fist, that once with ease, 
Crack'd skulls of monsters just like fleas. 
*' Ah ! Uncle Herckey, is tliat you ? 
Fm glad to see you ; how d'ye do ? 
This road Fm lucky to have^taken 
When I flew off to save my bacon : 
Talking of bacon, as I vow, 
I'd like to have a rasher now : 
But I forgot, that here your prigs 
Of priests have shut your doors to pigs ; » 

Well, as to eating, I'm no stickler. 
Come what, come 9Uiy, I'm not particular. 
The stone to speak was nothing loath, 
And tried to splutter out an oath ; 
The embryo words still more provoked him, 
Stuck in his throat, and almost chok'd him. 
Cupid, who saw -his strange grimace. 
Burst out a laughing in his face; 
But taking pity on his troidtle. 
With his dart's point let out the bi^bla 
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That rolling in his stone-clos'd mouth 
Sought but a hole to issue forth : 
For Love to marble can give breath, 
And make yoii speak in spite of yoar teeth ; 
Oaths came out, rushing by the v<^ey, 
And wishes formed of rage and folly ; 
But Cupid is a clever urchin, 
And finds out reason without searefaiiig ; 
So, though the words came pliter patter, 
He managed to collect the matter ; 
Found how St. Anthony eajoFd him ; 
So thus the little god consoFd him: 

*^ Ah, never mind, that he did you nick, 
*Twas worse when you put on the tunic ; 
But ril revenge you on this people^ 
That let him here stick up his steeple. 
And turn you out of such good quarters, 
On them, their wives, their sons cuid daughters : 
Let me alone, and jou shall see, 
You still shall govern here through me ; 
My power, nor priest nor saint can hinder, 
They shut the door, I ope the window, 
Fve long Jbeen dubious where to fi^; 
Now ril stop here, I swear by Styx/* 
(This oath that little Cupid took , 
'Twas just as if he'd kiss'd the book.) 
<< I wish we had the gentle Hebe^ 
Your pretty spouse — ^pray where can she be : 
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If she were here we would not start her 

Because she showed above her garter. 

As crusty Juno did in a passion ; 

111 make such things "be here the fashion." 
As soon as he haiid fixed his plan 

He turned himself into a fieui ; 

And in this shape young Cupid lingers 

At ends of Gaditana's fingers. 

His million fans that always move. 

Infect the very air with love ; 

flack hut the fan when you perspire. 

Each puff adds fuel to the fire. 

Hidden he rules at every turuy 

In every house his altars burn. 

To laugh in poor Su Anthon3r^s face 

He makes his church his hiding place. 

And every girl that tells her rosary, i 

Says it by rote, and sidelong throws her eye. 

St. Anthony thus keeps his town, 

But holds a sceptre not his own ; 

For not a single living soid 

But what is under Love's controul. 

The nuns^ the monks, die priests, the friars, 

And errant knights and errant squires, 

fAnd dukes, and duchesses, and donnas, 

Xnd people with ^d without honours, 

M^chants, and merchants* clerks, and porters. 

And merchants' wives, and merchants' daughters, -^ 



FELIX ALVAREZ. 7^ 

^Tis by the self-same spring th6y move, 

Love! love! lovej love! love! love! love! love! 

Still stands old Gaditanus, made a 
Statue in the Alameda : 
Sees an the world obey the laws 
Of lav^^g Love, and grins applause* 



While the company were in discussion 
of the merits and demerits of this poem, a 
servant entered, ^knd informed them that 
the French having commenced an attack 
along the whole line of thdr batteries, 
upon the forts which were opposed to them, 
the sky presented a most beautiful spec- 
tacle of flying lights, and recommended 
such as wished to take the opportunity *of 
seeing it, to repair to the 'tower. Every 
house of any consequence in Cadiz is pro- 
vided with a tqrre, or tower, which, rising 
from the azotea, or flat roof, is carried to 
a considerable height above it, sometimes 
exceeding even the height of the house 
itsdf. Hie azoteas are generidly converted 
into gardens hy the airangement of aiium- 

VOL. I. E 
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ber of flowers and shruhs in pots; and the 
torres are the anxious resort of the mer- 
chants, who are the principal original inha- 
bitants of Cadte, from whence they snrvej 
the expanse of the oc^an, and ai^eable to 
discover their vessels while yet at a con- 
siderable distance. To the summit of the 
tower on the top of Don Carlos Smith's 
house, the greater, part of the tertuUa 
repaired ; for the enormous miN-tars, whidi 
afterwards rendered it dangerous to ascend 
the torres, were yet unthought of, or ex- 
isted only in the n)ind of the inventor. 
The French were unable to molest the 
town, but were pouring their shot and 
shells into the batteries of Piy^jiales, and 
those which were formed, or fordiing, in 
its neighbourhood; whil^ the respoptdve 
instruments of death crossed their path, 
and appeared like glittering stars, now lost^ 
and now again darting, as the fuses alter- 
nately presented themselves, and were hid 
by the turning of the shell. The ex- 
plosions on either side .were dreadful ; and 



as such of the ladies as had ventured up 
were either frightened, or affected to be so, 
by the reports of the cannon whii^h rolled 
like thunder without anj suspension^ the 
whole party soon desceu4ied again to the 
saloon. Gaming coBuneooeid, and4^MW. 
occupied himself in talkmg to Antonia Hie 
rest of the evening. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Crowded Promenade.— Female Walking Dress.*— 
Jhe Oraciones. — Ismena Valdez.— Military Ex- 
pedition.»-Spirits of the Spanish Troops under 
General La Pefia.— Embarcation of British Regi- 
ments.«-Coa8t of Africa.— Bay of Gibraltar. 



X HE Alameda was crowded. It was not 
one of those crowds that sometimes press 
themselves into its avenues during the 
carnival, or on the great fi^tes when all 
the world seem as if desirous to ascertain 
how many people they could hold, or to 
wish to form an idea of the power of com- 
pressibility of their own bodies : it was a 
moderate crowd, where there was room in 
the interstices of the ranks to admit the 
Boca boys, who, with their baskets on 
their arms, wormed themselves between 
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* 

the people, announciDg their approach by 
a repetition of the shrill cry, " Bocajresca 
de la Isla^* and where the as active fire- 
boys, with less difficulty made their way, 
affording an opportunity of resuming' thdr 
usual occupation of smoking to those gen- 
tlemen whom an exhausted segar had ob- 
liged to relinquidi it, recommending their 
commodity by the frequent cries of '^ good 
fire ;" " excellent fire f " the best fire ;'* and 
i occasionally strikiiEig theur matches of comh 
ifattstSile rdpe against the ground, produdng 

^ The bocas hssie alluded to are the daws '^f 
.small crabs, which are caught in the marshes that 
surround the Isla de Leon, and being deprived of 
their claws are again put into the marshes, where, 
after a time, they grow again, and being again 
caught they are again torn offl The claws BSPb 
rvery delicate morsels; which b^g boiled m^ 
carried about by bpys on the Alameda, when tbe 
promenade is well attended, and sold to those who 
occupy the benches. These boys are sometimes 
rery numerous, and continually repeat their cry of 
Bocafresca de la Isla^^*^ Fresh bocas from the 
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a shower of sparks. In the greater concourse 
produced by some more extrat^rdiuary and 
less frequent interruption of the usual occu- 
pations and amusements of the miss of thfe 
people than isthe effect of a common Sunday, 
themark is overshot, and the great aim of 
sibeing and being seen is destroyed by tite 
nuteber of pec^le who^ rushing to partake 
'of this happiness, contiibute to dqirive 
themsehes of it ; as it^ has the effect of 
bcMtnding the hoiiaon of eaeh individuBl to 
the four or five faces immediatdy around 
him; and as by moving en fnassCf. the rela- 
tive situation of each person is very little 
altered, those who mix in the promenadfe 
on a ^eat festival rarely see more than a 
dozen pgrsons whil^ they believe they have 
passed the whole town in review : but this 
WB8 sdmply Sunday evenmg; and there 
w^renot so many people but that thfe 
vanity of each individual might be g^tified. 
Th^ Yandyked basquina/^ (9) glittering with 

* Basquinuy a black silk petticoat*— See Note . • 
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bugies, ialling many inches short of |;he 
ancle whidi surmounted a foot formed 
by nature in the mould of perfect sym- 
metry, and upon which all the art of 
St Crispin h;ad been exhausted to diq^^lay 
it to advantage, was not put on in vain. 
Its graceful folds, sustained by the weight 
of small pieces of lead at the point of each 
Vandyke, in the order, and to the length, 
fixed by the taste of the wearer, and froia 
which its own Kghtness and shortness 
night dse have oasiiy sulgected it to dis» 
osider, wese not lost to the eye of the 
n»r(Hintiing Se&nritos. The intelligent 
faeekon of the head, artfiilly iKXompanied 
by a graceful arranganent of the mantitUf!^ 
to wliicfa it seemed necessary, could not 
escape the object it was intended to attract, 
nor the more decided language of the fan 
fail to> reach the eye to which it was ad* 
dffessedi> 

* MantiOaf tbe long veil throvrn oves tlie head.*-* 
See Note 9. 
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The sun had been some time apparently 
enlarging the circumference of his. orb; his 
brilliant disk had gradually received its 
evening tinge of red ; and now his last ray 
darted upward from the refulgent bosom of 
the ocean, streaking with gold the expanded 
edge that veiled his face. It was the signal 
for the Oraciones, or evening pray^, whidi 
being repeated by the tolling of the beU of 
every church, the whole, city, the whole 
kingdom, addressed a prayer and a thanks- 
giving to the Alnugbty Beii^ who had 
brought the day to a dose. The crowd 
upon the Alameda, whose busy hum and 
footsteps mingled their bruit upon the ear 
lijce the fall i of waters where th^ course of 
a geptle streamlet is broken by some im- 
peding rock, now stood still, and there 
prevailed, as if by magic, a sudden, , pro- 
found, and awful silence. At the sound of 
the bell the carriages stopped; all who 
were sitting arose ; those who were walk- 
ing remained in the position in which 
this moment overtook them; all con versa- 
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tion was suspended, and every one repeated 
an inward prayer. The dgtt of the cross, 
which closed the prayer of each, was the 
signal for the breaking of this holy silence ; 
every one gave a salutation to those who 
surrounded him, known or unknown, and 
then the stream flowed on unaltered in its 
course.* It was this moment of silence 
that arrested the footstep of Alvarez, at 
the entrance of one of the avenues to 
the Alameda ; and the lady who, accompa*" 
nied by her duena, was similarly detained 
immediately before him, was Ismena Yal- 
dez. 

* There is nothing with which a foreignefi unac- 
<qtiainted with the religious customs of Spain, is so 
struck as the Oraciones, or prayer at suase^ which 
is above described. The reflection, that at that samis 
moment, or rather in an unbroken succession of 
moments, there is a general suspension of all work 
and conversatioui and that a national act of adoration 
in silence takes place throughout the. whole kingdom, 
renders it truly awful and imposing. 

£ 5 
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** Agwt I&MfAta^ * said Fdbc 

'< Where were you last nigbt, Seoor Don 
Fdixi' said Ismenaw 

He replied widi coofiisien, ^^ How tdiaH 
I ask for paidoi^ Ismena?— Woidd you 
b^bve it, my engagement to pciss the 
evening with you has never retiumed to 
my memory until now that your quealiktt) 
hfts recalled it." 

<^ I most believe it, though I would not; 
aad I must grant to your candour the 
pardon* whieb the manner of employiftg 
the hours you had promiuied} ta.ua woidd 

* Aguar is a Biscayan word, a familiar salutation. ^ 
It is prevalent throughout all Spain; and is pro- 
nounced with the* g mute. The- Spanish language 
derives one of ft» greatest beauties* fronr the* un^- 
Tersalf appfication of ti^e augmentatives' and dimi» 
nuttres. Upon any thing more than a common 
acquaintance, it is usual to address a Spanish lady 
with a diminutiye termination to hername. Of dtese 
there are several, expitessive of (fifferent degrees ef 
affection, of ridicule, and contempt, ilhor, the one 
here applied to the name of Ismena, is the most • 
common affectionate one, imd is universally used. 



not hare obtaioed. I am less hurt at your 
fergetting it^ Uma I am that it waa ft>r such 
society that we were forgotten. You were 
at the Gutierrez's last night. Do not deny 
it, for I know it. — Come, tell me, was it 
to Matilda, or Christinac^ or to Carmencita, 
that you made love last mgfat ? — WSjch i£ 
them had the pleasure of playing with that 
volatile heart of yours ? ^ 

'* Indeed, Ismena, you wrong me by 
supposing that the superficial attractions of 
those dUy and vulgar girls should have 
power to> draw me from the enj(^ment of 
your conversation. Mosquera and I met 
them at the neveria ; and after promenad- 
ing the Plaza de San Antonio> we walked 
home with them ; for I hardly supposed 
the. jesting kind of promise I had given 
to be with you, wa& considered by yourself 
an engagement, and I never rem^nbered 
it. Forced by the mother to dance a 
bdero with Carmen, I caine away as soon 
as it was over, in spite of an engagement 
ta waltz with Christina, which I lefi; Mos^ 
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tfa&m, and the oust tsbat 4ifisjpa*k)n had 
thrown around them. She. besame inters- 
ested m his &te» and could not see withoot 
the greatest regret the rapidity with which 
he vias whirled along the path of conunoii 
pleasure, ^ only to be trod by men of 
eofnmon minds, and from which it requited 
but an effort to disentangle himself. Her 
£rther had been a captain iathe nayy, who 
had manded the daughter of an Irish mer*- 
chant established at Cadiz, who was after- 
wards unsiiccessfiil in. trade, and had failed. 
He had retired &om the service, and set-^ 
tied in the small town of Vejer de la Fron- 
tera, the place of his Urthv where he had 
supported his wife and his only child 
Ismena, upon the triffimg pittance of his 
half-pay, the irregular manner of paying 
which had occasionally reduced Imn to 
much necessity. He died belbre his child 
had completed her seventeenth year, and 
his widow remained without any other 
means of support than that aibrded by 
her $caixty pension^ Under these dis^ 
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Iraamg ckcumslwioe?^ they ware iiemitd 
•6 dependent inmates in the bouse oi a 
fimideiMmiitolthemother*s» attddlrish^bdy; 
who possessed a property sufficient to enaMe 
lies to Hve in tderaUe affluence^ and to 
ioim isr the amuscaneBitA d a partioidav 
aodety in Cadiz^ not vwy elevatedr but 
which wa^ looked iqpon in a rery respM* 
able li^. The mother. Dona Margmita 
Mai^aehan^ de Vahie^y vraa talasxk firam' 
the eompwatiTe oamfart winch she eajoyed 
ift tibeluiufleofcfacs auni^befiacetbefiirt yeat 
offa^ wsdowhoodluidd^sed. ISbedied of 
Iske efidemkak diaordar wjiidt had showna 
itself wifli viiQJence at a particuhur seasim 
seme yems ia CaSz, and agpahist whieb the 
iidmbitaiite consider it neoessaay to pmnide 
erevy yeftr. Ismeitt waa left an- orf^ian, de^ 
pendaaifc on her grandtMOit ; from whogl^ 
however, she had Becented much kindness^ 
and. no^ot reasoftahly esf^eet a contanuance 
of it} &r the old. ladjr; had concehfed as 
mucbaffiactioB fior hetas^antak&possjSssiQn 
of a^ heart whkdi has-been chQIed byisixty^ 
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begun it with thoughjis of his ever fondly 
ranembered Rosa. He could not be blind 
to hear superiority over all that surrounded 
her; and the amusement afforded him by 
the coquetry of others could not be com-> 
pared to the charm which he felt in her 
society. 

Ismenai in making herself acquainted 
with his character and his history, saw the 
precipice ou the edge of which he stood» 
and deterauned to save Umu She had 
pointed out to him the weakness^ not to 
say wc»se». of his pneaent inactlriiy^ aad 
was not at att saiiflfied wiidli tiie evasira 
teaacNis of Mesquerat which had so. easi^ 
satisfied him. Pleasam mdulged hilb the 
better fiicuUiea iA the soul into aa agieeaUe 
ahmiber, which if long contiaued ap* 
pioadies to meid»l Lothargy ; and she found 
it more difficult to ron^ Don Felix from 
that into which he had been lulled, than 
s^ had hoped or imaginedi. But she was 
not discouraged ; and she foHpwed up the 
eftect which her first conversatioi^ had 



«^ 
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upon his mind so well, that, in the one 
in which we have jnst left them upon the 
Alameda, she had detarmined him t« 
fareak the spell by which he was hdd^ and 
to take port in the active operations of 
an expedition whidi was. then preparing. 
Unwillini^.to aUow him the chance of warerr* 
iag again^^by sut^ectiog him to the i^iecious 
aiguments of Mosqui^ra, she offered to 
procuve. him an hcmourahle occupation fajr 
Boeanaof her aor|iiaintance with the offioen 
of the Britfeh may who visitad at! h^ 
aittl'e hmse. Onoe removed fromi the 
Yortex. of da88q)ati0n, she doubts not that 
he wouU be roused to activity, and wauli 
^stinguiah himself in such a manner as 
would gain him an easy and honouraUft 
admittance into the army of his own nations 
' " Until to-morrow evening then—" said 
bmena, oa parting with him ; ^^ and let 
its morning be emfdoyed in such a^ manner 
as to enable you to leave Cadiz on the fol- 
lowing day if it should be found necessary. 
Adio«H*Adios/' 
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More than a twelvemonth had elapsed 
since Cadiz had seen the oppressors of her 
country, who had spread themselves over 
its fairest provinces, stopped on the banks 
of the little river Santi Petri, which sepa* 
rates her from the surrounding shores of 
Spain, whose best sons, and, ^sf some 
of whose worst, were enclosed within her 
walls. Spain might be said to be com- 
pressed within the compass of Cadiz and 
the Isla de Leon, which are connected by 
the narrow isthmus that runs for the space 
of some miles the breadth only of the raised 
causeway by which the communication 
is kept up, on one side of which the blue 
Atlantic closes the horizon, and on the 
other the magnificent bay sedks in vain 
.to break down this barrier, which' alone 
prevents it from joining itself to its parient 
ocean. All the oj^osite land on which the 
eye could rest was France, not Spain. 

Little effect as the si^ had in diminish- 
ing the insatiable thirst for pleasure of the 
higher classes of Cadiz, there were not 
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wantiog many who were active in dis- 
coumging the lower class , of people. Whe* 
ther it was to raise the mindsi of these, and. 
to give a &esh impulse to. the almost ex-, 
haunted hope of being relieved from the 
presence of their enemies, or to make a 
diversion in favour of the annj upon 
whose success hung the fate of Spain, the 
government planned a sortie from the gar*, 
risoa of an extensive nature. About nine 
thousand men were placed under the com- 
mand of General Don Manuel de la P^a,. 
and a force of fr^m four to five thousand 
British, troops, commanded by General 
Graham, were to co-operate in the expe- 
dition under the orders of the Spanish 
General The Spanish troops had been 
nearly a fortnight emtbarked on board go- 
letas and feludias, and boats even of a 
smaller descriptiop, and in so crowded a 
maimer, that the inai were forced to re-, 
mam in one position, with their muskets in 
their hands during the whole time. The 
indecision and want of activity of the Spa- 



94 FEUX AJLVAXEZ. 

Bish ohieft 'Oonq[iired with the cxmbmtf 
winds to produce this disheftrteidiig driay ; 
and dreadfiil is it' to My, that the horrors 
o£ hunger were added to the other piivar 
tioQs of the Spanish soldier in tiiis situalion. 
Thxough want of arrangement, or perin^ 
poverty on the part of the gotenunent, n 
very scanty allowance of provisions was 
finmidied to the soldiers on board these 
boats ; yet they repined not. These hafsdy 
Spaniards, with an extraordiiHuy buoyancy 
of spirit, and the absence of all thoi^ht, 
supported by the rallying worcb of ^^ La 
just a causal' and *' Fernando Septmo,'*^ 
under these hardships amused themselves 
by singing tiranas and s^^edillas, and 
found a consolation for the want of nourish- 
ing food in smddng bad tobacco through a 
paper tube. The paternal care of the 
British commanders had better {nrovided for 
the support and comfort of their mm. 
Several regiments were embarked on board 

* " The Just Cause ;" and *^ Ferdinand the Se- 
venth/* 

S 
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ihseir magnifiGent frigates, and vessels evea 
rf a larger description,* and the rest were 
placed in convenient transpoits. 

The house of Mrs. Macglachan had be- 
come the resort of several - English officers 
of dktinction. Ismena -was the attraction. 
Her amiable manners, formed by a mixture 
of all that was gay and lively in the Spa- 
nish dtmcellay and all the regard for pro- 
priety which commands respect in an 
English lady, procured her universal admi- 
ration, and she did not overrate her power 
when she promised FeUx an introduction 
which should procure him attention in the 
British army. By a note she requested 
the Aid-de-camp of General — — , with 
whom she was more intimate than with 
others, to devote half an hour to her on 
the morning following her conversation 
with Alvarez. To Captaih M , she 

* A considerable number of the troops employed 
in this expedition were put on board the St. Alban's, 
Captain Brace^ and the Stately, Captain Dixon, 
both sixty-fours. 
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made out such a case tor Feltt a6 inieiMted 
hioiy and described his chiuracter in such a 
manner as j^pared him to receive the 
fsiTOUiaUe impression which the appear- 
ance and conversation oi Alvarez made 
upon him when they were introduced to 
each other in the evening. The conse- 
quence was an introduction on the follow- 
ing morning to General , the com* 
mander of a British brigade, who received 
him with the feelings which Captaiii 
M - ' s recommendation had excited* and 
immediately attached him in an extra situ- 
ation to his stair. But a few hours elapsed 
before he was called upon to accompany 
the General on board the frigate which 
was allotted to carry them. 

« 

By the advice and request of Ismena, 
he had not informed Mosquera of his plan 
while it was in agitation, and he now 
wrote him an affectionate letter, telling him 
.that an opportunity had suddenly offered 
of enabling him to engage in the expe- 
dition attached to the staff of a British 
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CSeneral, and that in bidding him adieit, 
it was with ardent hopes of shoiftly meet^g 
with him. on the Fuente Suaza (the bridge 
over the river Santi Petri which connects 
the Ida de Leoti wltli the main li|nd).to 
which he had no doubt thej should citf; 
their way through the French phalanxes. 
Upon parting v^h Ismena, he experiencefl 
an emotion which far the first time made 
hiin sen^Ue of the interest that she had 
oibtained in his heart. But he did. nc^ 
at all connect this feeling with the love 
he felt for Rosa ; and as he went aboard he 
argued himself into the belief, that although 
jfais heart had adnutted a strong friendship 
for another woman, excited, by gratitude 
fiir her di^terested kindness towards him^ 
he was still fEutliful to l^e affection he had 
^wom to Rosa. 

Th^ vessels had been some time under 
weigh, and the small boat which conveyed 
General -^-^-~ and his staff on board, had 
to pass that bed of rod^s called the Por- 
poises, which lies about the middle of the 

VOL. I. F 
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hay ; nor did it oveitake the .fiigate imti 
it had reeched the C^de of San Sebastiaii, 
whieh stands upon a rods: at the extreme 
point (^ the city towards the Atlantic, and 
which, bang both a^ht-house and a state 
{irisen, is a dreaded beacon, both bjr sea 
and land. It was lighted before they 
passed it. The wind blew ]^itti greitt vior 
lence, and the consequent tosrihg.of the 
little boat which had brought them had so 
deranged Fdix*^ head and his stomach, 
that he found himsdf obliged to retire to 
his bhth, which he dLd not leave until 
late the following morning. 

It Hew very hard during the night; but 
when Alvarez went upon the deck in, the 
morning, the wind was considerably abated. 
Large dark clouds floated rapidly above 
the horizon, while those which kept l^eir 
course across the zenith were (X a more 
milky hue, and often opened to displi^ 
large portions dP the celestial Uue idbore. 
They were close to the ^lore of Barbary, 
at the opening of the bay of Tangiers. The 
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lenovmotts he^ht of that cMBt, tenabtiiig 
of dark Tocky diflTs riBUg into the douds^ 
gttve a grandew to i^ genendl gloom jf 
the prospect about it ! but Felisc'fi inftteiitioii 
was tooie paaTtieubudjr alUaeted bf the ono- 
vel and beautiful i^qpednnoe of a coAvtqr 
of dopB uader ^ort Bflll IB « Tougb w]n4 
that fleemedjj^-ar ^Jock ef csatmous budk 
spOBSdi^Qii the hiKonry ^uxdibee of the wa^ 
tars, Ibanag altered i&e tedk, the fertflfe 
and Aopmg . shones of £l|iaui pKea»ted 
themaelv^s. They did not nm dlbse to 
the diore until the7 tmoe aieaxly opiposite 
to Tari&» where tib^jr laty-to, and some 
ahips want m; biit Fcfix iras not otm- 
^IBiied ]oB|^ to Ae UBOoaUhstaUe oeMa* 
iioa {HTodnoed by the racking wlddi4heir 
hemg litatvmary ocoBBbaei: aa order tMa 
the OoBimodore's Mf diaectad them, to 
ixroceed wilhout dda^ io JJgeadiBS. 

7%e tun had aooaagdislttd hidf lus jooiu 
xk€f dowuwaidfl» 'viden tin aqnidroa cattle 
w i%ht of file nek ef GAvaHar. Itdfw 

p2 
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a short and pleasant sail up the hay, to th^ 
very 'top of which the wind obliged them 
totack,toenable them to^ anchor offAIgesiras 
at the mouUi ol the little river Miel; and 
the anchbr was let slip jiist as the sun was 
setting behind tbe Trodia, a large range o£ 
mountains imme&sA/elf behind Aigesiraj^, 
to which it gave the appearance of one of 
^lose deep dfouds that frequently endrde 
the horizon towards the decline of day^ and 
swhidb tljc gMilors call a bank, while its rays 
4still illumined the top of the rock of Gib- 
raltar. It was the first time that Alv^a^z 
had seen this stupendous work of nature ; 
and wonder, and curiosity detained him on 
the deck, )until its outline only was visible 
by the light of a most beautiftilly bright 
snoon. The moon was sufficiency brilliant 
to give him also a pBroifile of the enormous 
Ape's Hill on the Africah side. Hie stSl- 
ness of the night imposed an additional de- 
ipfee of interest oh the'sc^ie. He looked 
^pon the mountains be£bre him as Calpe 



*\ 
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and Ahila» and lost for a momtfd, in the 
exploits of Hercules, the contemplation of 
the interesting Herculean labours that were 
in actual operation. From this classical 
retrospection his. ideas were naturally di- 
verted to the home where he had first loved 
to contemplate them; he thought of his 
fond father and his affectionate sister^ and 
before he retired to his birth, his pencil 
traced the foUpwed stanzas which hk ima- 
gination had ftamed. 

How softly sweet this zephyr night I 
Lo ! Venus lends her brilliant light. 
And heaven's inhabitants unite 

Each friendly beani> 
To put fell darkness' train to flighty 

With gentle gleam. 

The vesseVs sides the waters wake. 
Which, waveless as the bounded lake, 
A solemn slumber, seem to take, 

Extending >eide : 
Along the ship ijiey sparkling break, 

And gem the tide. 



Midst ludi a scene no thoughls can find 
Aa aiprance in the penuTe mind. 
But such as virtue has refined. 

The past will smile, 
And ffiittiaring Buicy still be kind, 

Aaad Hope lieguOe. 

« 

Bless'd SileiK^e, splitary friend I 

My thoughts with thee to home I send^ 

And there absorbed my sorrows end : 

In vain I roam ; 
An lUdiaoma to the day-star bend, _, , 

So I to Home.. . r; "^p- \ \S 



Not more I owe that glorious ray 
That beams the blessing of the day, 
Not more my^ gratitude I pay, 

For air and light, 
Than for that home, now far away, 

Best, first delight ! 

A little while, and that bless'd spot 
From memory sliall raze each blot ; 
Andcall my wanderings lllere forgot, 

At kast 111 rest : 
No sorrow shall disturb ttie cot 

Sor loi!^4 ^ b)eaa*'dft 



v^ 
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CHAP. V. 



\ 



A Bivouac by Night. — ^Butcher in Uniform.— Pa- 
norama from the Smnmit of the Trocha.— -Le* 
trilk from Gongora.— £nnitaa«— "C^tebcneros.-— 
Crofltea denoting Murders. 



X HE feelings exeited by thebustle and 
animation of a military campai^ must be 
experienced to be imagined— -tbey c^inot 
be described. The universal appearanee 
of occupation ; the new and strange situa^^ 
tions in which we are placed; the novel 
scenes which surround us ; the recollection 
and rektion of individual adventures past, 
and the anticipation of those to come ; the 
discussion of the ulterior objects of the 
campaign; the su{^K>sitk)ns as to the niove- 
ments of the enemy, and' the ^xhifarating 
expectations of a meeting with him, are all 
so many fertile sources of new ideas and 
new sensations. 



104 ,v. TO.IX ALVAHEZ. 

Early m the morning the flood-gates 
were opened which admitted this stream 
of new ideas into thie mind of Felix, In 
the debarkation of the troops he was ac- 
tively employed, for General Graham hav- 
ing crossed the teiy to consult with the go- 
vernor of Gibraltar as to his co-operation, 
the command temporarily devolved upon 

General », and Felix took a prominent 

part in the communications between that 
officer and the Spanish authorities of the 
town. The boats which had the Spanish 
troops on board had not been seen since 
the night on which the whole sailed from 
Cadiz, and it was therefore the English 
force alone which now disembarked at Al- 
gesiras. The day passed quickly to those 
who had so much occupation to crowd into 
it, and it was therefore late before the ar- 
rangements were effected, and the General 
and his staff sat down to the dinner which 
hlid been prepared for them at the Gene- 
ral's quarters. - The anival of General 
Graham from Gibraltar produced an order 
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fbr the marching cm the toUowmg mdnw 
ing, and Felix was in consequence deputed 
to cany General — r — ^'s orders to the bri- 
gade. The troops had taken up their 
ground in a large field about half a mile 
from the town; and thither Felix pro-* 
ceeded bj the light of the moon, whidik 
had resumed all its briUiBncy of the pre*- 
ceding evening. When he arrived at the 
bivouac, he could not avoid stopping to 
contemplate the extraordinary scene whi^ 
presented itself. He was surrounded by m 
great number of large fires, made at short 
intervals, round each of which appeared » 
group of from twenty to thirty men ; the 
greats number wrapped in their great 
coats, and lying in mingled confiision^ 
soundly sleeping : whilst some who, in con- 
sequence oi less fatigue, or a greater poweir 
of bearing it, were not yet composing them-; 
selves to sleep^ were busied around the 
flame in arranging their arms and accou- 
trements to anticipate the labours of the 
coming day*. Groups of officers, intermixed^ 

F 5 V 



106 VEUX ALSrJjmSL 



thfiir. wetiy diand witbi tfaenft tibu^ 
genial w«nii;lib imparked I7 the dieerfitE 
Uaaitig of the fiigot», and at small dis- 
taaces some a£ these fioei. ivere exclusivEdj 
oecDpied bjr otiier parties of officeos,. manrf 
eC whom, bad alreadjr spread tfaeif faoaC 
d^paks, and retifed to tlieir band faeife. 
The strong contrasts of light and shade, 
as some pranitneat figures caught the 
fgkdm oi the fires, whilst others renManed 
enf«tdped in the dwfcness^ winch r^gmed 
hejond the small circle of thmr iafluenee, 
and others agauH whose hacks were exposed 
to the ^leetator, seemed like Mack objects 
eneuided in a bifliant glory, ga¥« to the 
seene ratiher the iqppearance of the fiu^ded 
ftady of a paanter, than the real coacisr* 
^ renee of exisimg objects. Alrarez: woidd 
hsLre indi%ed hunself kmgev m the pka^ 
siEpe of cMitempiatmg Mj&b scene, had be 
liat beeir preveirted bj the importance of 
his misskm* He expetfeneed great dift* 
eaky in flndnig out the officer he sought ; 
Ihe ^IffmfRoe of hinguage made his inqd- 
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lies umntelligfible ta most of the men whom 
he accosted ; and when he received direc- 
tions from 8ome» the utter darkness which 
suxTDimded him on leaving the fire by the 
light near whidi he had received hia m* 
fiNrmaCion, made Mm err from the path he 
had taken. He might have wandered long 
in this manner, had not sax officer sent a 
flddier to guide him to the spot where he 
woold find the senior officer- on the field ; 
to whom he delivered his written orders, 
atad left the hivouac on his return to the 
town. 

He had ti&en a different road than that 
by which he came, and it * conducted him 
through an enclosed grounc^ which for- 
merly was the Plaza de Toros, and which 
served as such styi, whenever an oi^Kxrtu* 
^ty jNresented itself of havii^ bull*%ht9> 
He was attracted by a fire which appeared 
in one comer of it, and his curiosity in- 
duced him to go towardis it. It was the 
s{iot fixed upon by the Commissariat for the 
distribution of meat to the troops^ aod 9^ 
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nmniber of men were employed in slaogfa- 
tering and cutting up bullocks. He was 
retiring from this scene, which had no 
charms to detain him, when he was strack 
hy the singular appearance of a man who 
was despatching bullock after bullock with 
a great deal of dexterity, by insa*ting the 
point of a sword into their necks at the 
commencement of the ^ine, in ^ the true 
Matador * style. A Spaniard, when -pos* 
sessed of any office or employment to which 
any distinguishing dress is attached, sel-^ 
dom or never appears without it, or some dT 
its distinctions. An officer in the army 
places his epaulets or his galom, which are 
stripsof g(dd lace placed round the cuffs, (11) 
on every coat he wears, military or not. 
The man who stood before Felix, and was 
so usefully employed, was the head butdhet 

^ The Matador is the person in a buU-fight who 
meets the bull on foot, and gives him the coup de 
grace when he is conceived to have afforded sufficient 
opportunity to the Picador^ who is the actual fighter, 
to display his siBll and courage. 
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of the town, and also a captain' in the vo* 
lunteers which had been raised in the dis* 
trict; and he perfoAned the operation of 
slaying and cutting up a whole herd of 
cattle in a jacket trimmied with silver lace, 
and two epaulets on his shoulders. It is 
true, that Ute epaulets had long lost aU 
appearance of either silrar or gold, and 
ttiat the lac^ was only dktingiaishahle by 
the additional quantity of gi^ase that had 
collected about it; but still, nidi as they 
were, they served to give distinction and 
honour to the weaner. Felix regained the 
town» and having reported the result of hia 
message to the General, he jokied two of 
his friends, who had their bedis made- on a 
biJliard-tahle in the inn wheve they were 
quartered, and was not long in obtaining 
that repose for which the fSatigues of the 
day had so well prepared him. 

On the foUowxag morning the division 
to<^ the \start of the day in its march; 
They had already got over idl the level 
part of the road from Algesiras^ and begun 
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to ascend the mountain, wben tiiey met 
the Tttfs which the enomums nock of GSb* 
raltar had obstructed from their view fbv 
some time after the sun had risen above 
the hoiazan, and cheered with day all wko 
were without the cbrcle of its shade. The 
onlj road from Algesoras to Tarifa is aver 
this mountain, and is a difficult pass in 
summer; but it was at the end of the month 
of February, and the heavy rains which had 
fidlen for some time before had rendered it 
almost impassable. At no season of the yeac 
were carriages of any. kind ever tidLe& over 
it; and consequently tiie artillery and ord- 
nance trains had been sent round to Tarifit 
in the vessels which had brought them from 
Cadiz. The march, therefore, thou^ 
diort, was one calculated to initiate a young 
soldier into sqme of tiie difficulties attends 
ing his professioB. 

The sun apptared wilfi all Ms spiendbur 
as they began to enter a ths^ cork wood 
of magnificent troes^ tiie remnantaof whose 
repeated cMtiags, at the pout where tiie 
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braasdies hegaa tasjprea^ proved tbe length 
of time which had contributed to produce 
their nine years' harvests of coik. Many 
little rivideta of ddkioiis water intersect 
the wood^ or Pinar de Bujeo, which coik^ 
trihnte to swell the river Miel that falls 
into the bay at Algesiras. The wood ex> 
tends to the banks of a streamlet whidi, 
firoBi its size, hardly deserves the rank of a 
irrer, ^though eaUed the Bio de Gfiadal- 
aoesi ; but the stony bed on which it rolb 
its uneven course renders it highly pio 
turesqne. This spot afforded at once the 
refiresfamenlS of shade and water to the 
soldiers, and the division consequently here 
made a halt. Alvarez amused himself 
some time with observing the diflferent 
grouping of the men as they spcead alonjg 
the side of the streanv and sweetened the 
rei^astrwith which their haversacks pro* 
vided tiiem, with its <iear water. After 
some tkne^ having partaken of r^ifresh- 
ments procured from the Genemi's sumpter 
muler Alvtnez: acceded to a propos*! of Ms 

5 
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Mend Caipt. M— — , to take advantage of 
the lengthened rest which the spot would 
induce the General to allow the men^ to 
ascend to a height discovered through an 
opening in the foliage, from which he an- 
ticipated a view of the whdte of the mag- 
nificafit Bay of Gibraltar. The spot to 
which they proposed climbing promised to 
be the centre of so sublime, a panorama^ 
that they disdained the difficulties of the 
way, or considered the reward a sufficient 
payment for the trouble of the undertak- 
ing. Leaving, therefixre, tfaeir horses in 
duurge of the General's servant, they com- 
menced their route by striking into a small 
pathway, which seemed fikely to lead them 
to the desired situation. They soon lost 
sight o£ the straggling parties of men, who 
had gone a little from the road to enjoy 
their breakfast ; and as they proceeded the 
foMage became thicker by degrees, as the 
spaces between the stately trunks >. of the 
cork-trees were occupied by more luxuriant 
but lesa towering trees; and at last the 
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path they followed^ that had before wound 
at large round the stately trees which alone 
obstructed its course, became a close alley 
of a breadth to admit one person only* 
Having come to an opening, they saw the 
rocky height they wished to gain still at a 
considerable distance, and they were stilt 
too low in the wood to see any thing above 
the tops of the trees but the blue vault 
of heaven. They pursued their way, but 
the path became more and more difficult, 
and almost untraceaUe, until at last it led 
them to a little rocky o{:)ening, from 
amongst the large stones of which one of 
the numerous gargantas, or streamlets, took 
its course. Prom this spot they discovered, 
at no very great distance, the summit of 
the rock ; but no path, or trace of footstep, 
presented itself to guide them to it : yet 
as they left the wood behind them, and had 
to pass only through short underwood, afid 
over masses of rock, they always had their 
object in view ; and having therefore re^ 
freshed themselves at the little spring, they 
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determined not to give up tkeir project. 
The ascent waa steep, and the rocks that 
laj in their waj were large; but persevering 
stilly after a great deal of difficulty and lar- 
hour they succeeded in gaining the aunwdt 
of an enormous mass of rock, which reared 
its head ahove the wood that dsthed the 
mcNre shelving ^ides. of the mduntaiir. It 
was the Wghfest peint of the Ttochft. The 
scene which biitst upm them was iadeed 
sufficient to- r€|»aj them for all the fidigue 
of reaehjng the spot. JBdbre them the 
sisttf hill8» the famed PiUars of Hercukff^ 
w^e the {Npomiuent features t/i this vast 
landscape; whilst the bhie ocean, wtucb 
they seemed but seva^ed to admit, flowing 
between than, and changing not its celom* 
with its name» was scarcely discernible from 
the atmosphere with which it formed the 
horizon. On the left of the rock of Gib^ 
raltar the eye caught a gUmpse of the wa- 
ters of the Mediterranean ovar the sands 
(^ San Roque^ and then rested upon the 
Monte Ahnoraimasb the height of 



FELIX ALVAKEZ. 115 

had it risen on some sdlitaiy pkdn, in%bt 
fet grfOideur have exdted the wonder and 
admiration of the traveller; yet by com- 
parison with its enormous and mwe inrnie* 
diate neighbour, it created no sudi emotion, 
but seemed to sink into a contoast of its 
WMgoibt^. Oft the rights the Apes' HiU 
Was firilowed by the dark bold coaiit of 
Aixica^ notil' ^be eye lost it in the general 
blue of the Athntic and the heavests. Im- 
mediatdy uncter their &et the fi^iage ms 
eontittued with diversified eokiunr down to 
the very watt's ed^; and elose to the 
coast three or four ei the vessels, whidi 
were conv^rn^ the artiUery to TsaUk, ap^ 
peared wtth all their s^ls hke little speeks 
upon the surface of the wata*, the forms 
of which were scarcely to be traced. Hav-. 
kng gazed upon this scene wkh sensations 
of adtoirc^on and dd^ht, to which no 
words could give utterance, interruptix^ 
the silence only with occasional ejaculations 
of ** How beautiful! How wonderful!" 
they tunied round to continue tbt pano- 
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rama^ which their exaked situation gave 
them an f)pportiinity of doing. In this 
section the eye extended over a vast space 
of country, hilly and woody, except where 
small tracts of cultivation varied the pro- 
spect; and the last distinct objects that 
rested on the horison of the semiciide werg 
the- high hills upon which stood Yejer de 111 
Frontera, and a little further to the right 
the higher and more pointed one, whose 
summit was the site of Medina Sidonia. 

Chained to this spot by the speU that 
bound their senses, their eyes ceased not 
to wander over the expanse which sur-- 
rounded them, discovering incessantly new 
beauties, new sources df admiration. Cap- 
tain M-^ was a skilful artist, and he could 

not resist the impulse which induced him 
to trace some of the bolder features of the 
scenery, to aid his memory in recalling at 
future periods the sensatibns which it then 
inspired. His military memorandum-book 
was sufficiently large to contain the out- 
line ; and while he was occupied in sketch- 
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ing it, Felix endeavoured to discover the 
detail of many of the objects by means of 
his friend's spy-glass. Having gazed again 
and again, and feasted his sense of sight 
until the first impression had in some de« 
gree worn off, m)d the feeUngs it excited 
were fkmiliarized to his mind, he found his 
fijend still busy with his pencil, and he 
therefore drew from his pocket a small vo-' 
lume of the works (^ Gk>ngora^ which he 
had stored as a resource against an unoc- 
cupied hour. He opened it as chance di- 
rected, at the middle of the Letrillas ; and 
having ascertained that Captain M" 
was sufficiently acquainted with the lan- 
guage to enter into the wit of the poet, he 
read aloud a Letrilla, of which tihe follow- 
ing is a translation. (12) 

- • « • 

LBTRUULA» BY DON LUI« 0B eOKGORA. 

Warm be my gear, 
And let folks jeeri 

To governing let others turn, 

For conquests and for kingdoms burn, 

6 
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But let my hnmble iDoiidi be bqrnioip 
With rolls hot batter'd ev'ry mornixig ; 
And in the winter cold and drear, 
A dram, or jug of good strong beer : 

And let folkd jeer. 

Brom goUen vaye let princes e«t» 
'Midst thousand fears, the pamp'ring treat, 
And taste of Care*s all-bitt'ring pill; 
Tis ^Ided, but 'tis bitter still : 
The store my board is wont to bear 
Is frugal, but 'tis wholesome c^eer : - 

So let folks jeer* 

When white the hills and mountiuns grow, 
With silvery ice and driven snow, 
Then be my smiling hearth weil stor'd 
Witk (Srack'ning chesnuts, a good heard ; 
Kor want tliere fiieods tbe hour ;to cheer 
With goblin tales of pleasant fear t 

So let folks jeer. 

Let merchants, and I wbh them joy. 
To seek mope gold their hows employ^ 
Whilst I along the breezy strand 
Seek shells and cockles in the sand, 
And Philomers sweet accents hear 
From trees that guavd-^ypn Smmtm clear 

And 1^ lefts jeer. . 
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Lew^r kapfy CQiAd delight . ' . 

To stein.the waves at dead of night. 
Nor fear to cool the amorous flame 
That led him to th* expecting dame : 
I better like, devoid of fear, 
To fiird yon stream 80 bright and clears 

So let fQiks jieer. 

Tor Love, die little cruel knave, 

'To Fyramos and Tliisbe gave 

A sword instead of bridd bedjS 

And join*d them bodi, but join'd ^m dead ; 

A pastey be my Thisbe here, 

And used my tooth for a rapier : 

And let folks jeer. 

The mirth excited by th^. dose^of thi$ 
specimen of SpBnish poetry, rad a disi> 
cu98icm ^f itsaBerite^fiUod vtp a eDpsidencdl>]!e 
space ci time, dming'wjiieh Captaia M-^-^ 
was adcfitig' touches to his aheaj^ fiaidiQd 
outhiie. Their minds had been so comr 
pletely occupied dsHiHg the interml of their 
abseiice fiom tie d^ismki tiiat th^y; were 
not awsM iiow' rapidly the faoimr Jkad 
flown, and it was adddent whidh ;di«w 
forth Captam M««*-*^% watdi. ft was d> 



most iQid-day. Siirprise, and the unplea- 
sant certainty of having been long left be- 
hind bj the division, were the first ideas 
which struck the ramblers ; but these were 
soon fdlowed by the still more disi^^ree- 
able suppiosition of the possibility, or rather 
the great probability there was, that they 
would find it difficult to re^;ain th^e road 
they had left. They lost no time in ccm- 
sidering this, but taking a last glance at 
the magnificent panorama, and reconsign- 
ing the volume of Gongora to Felix's 
pocket, they began their descent. After 
Mme leaps from pieces of rock, and some 
difficulty in pa38ing thick shrubs and overr 
grown underwpod, they found themselves 
at the source of a gaiganta, but whether 
•it was th^t whi€^ they had formerly passed, 
and of the waters of which they had drunk, 
they were unable to determine One thioig 
which. induced them to believe that it was 
niot, was, that they could not discover the 
outlet i by which' they had entered; but 
they had been so iBtmt upon the point 
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they had in vieW^ tiiat they had not been 
sfiffibientljr obdien^ant of the land-marks 
which Were to guide them on their return* 
In this emergency they had no alternative 
to propose to the plan which suggested it- 
self, and they therefore proceeded to make 
their way thorough the bought in the di« 
reetion tkat appeared to them the one they 
o«ight to follow. They wandered about for 
a considerable time without crossing a sin* 
g]e trace of a path ; they began to despair 
(rf regaining the dhisibn at all; and- were 
anxious only to meet some one who would 
9erve them as a guide to Tartfa, and they 
naiade up their minds to their unconrfort* 
>foie walk. After halting for rest, and 
finr ddiberation, and having cdme to this 
conclusion, they began anew their sesfrch 
fer a path* The shade of the ti^s had 
BO conipleteiy deceived them, as to the di* 
section tl»ey had taken, that^ after nearly 
tiiree hoats roaoing about, they at last' 
found thiemselves on a road, and they pre^ 
sently recognized it to be the one leading 

VOUL G 
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to Algesiras, and not very distant from that 
town. The pleasure they derived from 
finding themselves at last certain of their 
way, was considerably damped by the dis- 
tance which they had retrograded. They 
took heart, however, and turning into the 
road they courageously commenced thdlr 
journey towards Tarifru It was past thnaa 
o'dodk, and an almanack told them that 
the day dosed at a little after six. They 
had therefore no time to lose, as there did 
not remain three hours of daylight. Al^ 
though the weather was fine, and it pro* 
mised to be moonlight, yet a great quan- 
tity oi rain had fallen during the preceding 
weeks, and but a fcfw days had dawnied 
with an U9,d9uded sky : the conaeq^nce 
was, that the roads counted of large loose, 
stones envdoped in beds of mud. Through 
this the friends waded with maditniniyhed 
courage, and haviii^ now a {NXtfqpaot of 
ultimately arriving at thdur dcsttoaluni* 
they rallied their spirits sidSidently to joke 
upon their own thoug^tlMmesq, Mid the 



ImigkabkussB of their ^y^ture. Thejr 
at last anited at the spot frioia ^faich. ^ksf 
had ocMBiiBeiiced their dimbiiig enpfaditiop* 
and the loneUoess of it» counted with the. 
cheerful buatte in which thfy hud left it, 
seemed to occMton tiiem m mw^ difi^p^ 
pointment as if tibej had re9^y exp^ed 
to find the division stiU ther^ 

Hunger and fttigoe oooahiiied to niNidw 
their pace much slower than thai; with whlfd^ 
they had commenced their roiite ; and the 
sun had finished his journey beidre tbejr 
had proceeded much beyond the cork wood 
whSch t^tninated on the banks of the Gua^ 
dalmesL The natuze of the road continued 
the same ; but it now took its cowse along 
tlie side q£ the mountain at a steejper part 
tlian any they had passed. On thdr right 
its rocky surface rose corereid with heath, 
or low shrubs; while, on the kft,-the de- 
scent, dothed with the same covering, was 
so rapid> that it a{q)eared a formidable: 
preei|)ice. It was moonlight, but ^ome ga- 
thefkig cloudai, which began to sjpvead them* 

g2 
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scdves oyer the heavens, hid the orb from 
tibeir sight, and diminished the force of it9 
rajs. Every thing portended rain, and tiiis 
ditnimstanoe contributed not a little to in- 
crease the dreariness of their situation. 
They had continued their journey some 
time after $un*set, and, calculating the dis- 
tance they had walked, they were willing 
to persuade themselves that there could 
remain but a little way to go before enter- 
ing the valley of Tarifa. But a new dif- 
ficulty presented itself; they came to a 
point where the road divided itself into 
two branches, one of which, curving to- 
wards the left^ still wound round the hill, 
whilst the othieir ascended a little, taking 
a direction to the right. They stopped td 
deliberate upon which path they were to 
pursue, and their deliberations were unas- 
i»sted by the track of the footsteps of the 
army ; for the mud was too soft to retain 
aiiy mark upon it, and the large stones 
which lay aniongst it seemed to have bean 
equally trodden both ways. CaptainM— — , 
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who had infonned himself well of the si- 
tuation of Tarifa, was of opinion that th^ 
had kept too much to the eastward, and 
that consequently the road to the right 
was calculated to regain southward the 
ground they had lost. Alvarez concurred 
in this opinion, and they therefore took it. 
It conducted them gradually ascending for 
« couple of miles, and brought them at 
last to a high-raised point of land, upon 
which stood an Ermita, or niiall chapel. 
The road which they had followed seemed 
to have no other object than this : for be- 
yond the point on which the chapel stood 
there was a sudden and violent declivity, 
the sides of which were embrowned with 
trees, through which their bounded sight 
could discover no' opening, nor' trace any 
path. At this new dilemma they sought 
rest and shelter from the rain, which now 
fell perceptibly, in the Ermita. This, was 
one of those little chapels so frequently met 
with all over Spain, and which Soma such 
picturesque objects in some of her most 
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beautiful lao^kcBpes. They are generally 
bttflt upon spots difficult of access, and de-^ 
dicated to the TeneiBkkm of partictilat 
iaints ; and to them the penitent k oftcfti 
sent by his confessor^ in el^piaitioti of the 
kins with whidi he chai;ges himself, sMde- 
times basefi)ot» sometimes crawUng on his 
hands and knees over the rodky path that 
leads to the summits on which they are ge^ 
nerally erected. Before the political earths 
qudce, which threw erery thing in Spain 
from its natural coufse> these Ermitas were 
inhabited by hermits, who lived in a small 
room constructed behind the Idlar. These 
priests said mass, reeeived the prayers and 
confedlnons of the penitents who Visitad 
their Httie sanctuary* and w'ere silpporled 
hjr their alms and volimtary contribiititms ; 
affording relkf and assistance to the stray- 
ing or benighted trav^er, whom .chance 
directed to their habitation. But in the 
last few years all these btdldings had be- 
come deserted by both the pastors and (he 
flodc, and few ci them, sinc^ the bc^giimihg 
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of 4l)e revolution, hiad <tehoed a human 
smmd, duept vrbeh acQidehta}}y one a£- 
finded sbdter to a pii^uet of soldiers, or to 
the sentry of a s^paid station, for which 
their emsUbsi. sitaatioii rendered them pe^ 
ddiarlj af^cable. 

The travelers remained some time ns« 
der tte shelter of this roo£ and couhselied 
hf thek fatigue, they had almost deters 
mined thwe^ to await the caioiBg of day, 
should this rain continue with the same 
violenee with which it had begun. To 
fM«tain t^ pvcbMSity of ti^ they went 
to the dew of the Ermlta, and loddng ac« 
cidentally dowti the decU^ity they disco^ 
vered a fire at no very great distance be- 
kfwi They hastened to descend, in the 
liopes of finding seme one by the fire who 
woidd guide them to Tarifii ; but this de^ 
Ment was much more difficult tten that of 
Hbe mortfing from the rock in the wood. 
Tte titii had »md«^d the stoiies e«t^m^ 
iSgipp^j and it was not until they bad 
serainbled and fallen several times, that 
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they came near the fire which had served 
them as a guides Th^ remained at some 
distance to eKamine tte group which sur- 
sounded it. It consisted of half a dozen 
men and one wcmian, whose fiices and gaor^ 
ments were all of the same hve> a sooty 
hiackness. The fire was kindted at the 
door of a choza, or mud-hut, and the wo^ 
man was employed over, it in preparing 
something in a lai^ fiying-jian* The 
whole party, unmolested by the descending 
raiiiywerein noisy mirth, which broke upon 
the ear in mingled sounds of laughter and 
hoarse ejaculations. Captain M—,unaUe 
to attach any certain idea to so singular a 
party, referred for elucidation to Felix, who 
quickly re-assured him, by suggesting thai 
they were most probabfy charcoal burners, 

• 

whose custom it is to remain in the woods 
as long as tiie season will permit, living uk 
idiozas, and attending to their occMpatioii 
night «id day. Upon a nearer investigation, 
the sta^s of woods, and kilns of buniitf^ 
diarcoal, near the spot upon which they wer4 
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asseaibled, cDiifinned this idea, and they 
flia?efore proceieded to interrupt their mirtfai 
Alvarez explained, in a few words, their 
situation, and in reply, in hoarse, deep 
Voicesj and an almost unintelligible dialect^ 
several of them expressed their readiness 
io accompany them^ but proposed " that 
they should first partake of the supper tiiat 
was j^paring, after which one of them 
would giiide them to the town. They had 
jfielt a good deal of hunger in the course of 
the day^ but it required a more urgent 
craving than that which they experienced 
at the moment, to reconcile their stomachs 
to the only dish which constituted the sup* 
per of th6 carboneros. They called it mi- 
gas; it consisted of garlic and lai^ red 
pods of pepper piit'inta a firying-pan fulltif 
ofl, into which, as it simniered* over' the 
&e, the woman criimbled a ' (]uantity of 
coarse breads with bands that had no ac- 
qiiaintahce with watier, except that wfaidi 
now fi^ upon th^m from the heavens. She 
her o&ie of tcnimfaiing ui&til Uie 
G 5 
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mess in the firjii^^an acquired a conaBt* 
ebcj, and began to bake instead of bpil. 
HaWng therefore refused the ofertojoin 
in tiieir meal, they w^e constMuied to 
mdt patiently until the carboneras shoidd 
finish It 

Little conversation passed between the 
iUends, while the caHloneros were Hius oc- 
cupied* Felix was attending to tihe con^ 
Versation which passed round the fire, windi 
being. carried on in the broadest dialect, 
tmd pronounced with much rftpMity, ap{Ai^ 
teaOy intentionaily, became to hkn per- 
fectly gibberislL l%ey etide&tiy telk^ 
aibout the ben^hted istran^^, and Fieltk 
caught some words wfakh awakened an 
idea in his mind, that they were discussing 
the propriety of hying them under eali^rir 
bution. His imaginatioii took fire, and re- 
presented himself and fab friciid ai^ the rid- 
tims of tiieir rapacity* He, however, tapt 
these thoughts to Ininiwlf, not daring 'to 
giire vent to them in Spttnodi, lest they 
sfaoutd beoMie intdOigftfe to lihe caiixme- 
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As, and itot being siiffideotlf mlttter (xf 
tte Englirii to exprefls Umielf fKienlJ^r In 
ity dthough Jbe undeitto»d it. An 9C^ 
'denlal'dit^umstaQjte^iu^fiiicc^ llie 

miiU :6f Cifttidii )M^--*«- tbe i&a^VHMi -te 
^rabcdntidbralig how be toidd^xniimiiiiicate 
foihout ^uf^iiciim, Thfe w^amm, who hdA 
Jbeda slatting h^ie 4he £ve, ^ up to 
4ttiiib somdhiiig frodi tlie hiit, and on test- 
ing the curcle her short p;ttibedt»cM|^^ 
liuMcn ofton thes^^ neigh- 

Hom, lurid witedSbr 41 £tllb while susp^ddi 
HiI^ ^|ln»eiii, idR^ at lio 4daiie et^ereA 
Hbk <ciaf of -her 1^, nottr biqposed hki:)0^^ 

46 'dytod^l* a IwiMc^ed iciii& dtudt 4|ttD 
the garter which sup^cMed btr 
3rooHen itA^ling^ (18) 
that this was^ a common situation of thieit 
4rfibMtare .add &eS»aA^e iiktruinent of Spa^ 
iSik ifijrlMte wai^ate „iiMtt the ^ericM df 
JBHodte 0f ithelilmetft cloM, add he idihie- 
dtedy aovddMd .«iit ihtmk<^sifm k 
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gang of robb»3^ who exeidsed the^i trade 
of ouikiiig charcoal as a mads fdr Uwif' seai 
profession. So certain was he of the tru1«h 
of his suppoBLtioD» that he would have i&p 
stantly betaken himfielf to fii^t, had lie 
not conceived that it would be but hasten- 
ing tte. blow that he expected Jo faU. Tbej 
were both without anns» having left thejr 
awords with their horses for the conv^il- 
ence of dimbing. 

As these ideas pa^ied across the mind 4)f 
the two friends* the look that each gayetl) 
the other needed no words to render it in- 
teUigible. They both continued silent ;.b(rf; 
when the carboneros, having finished then* 
repast> rose from the fire> they hesitated to 
foUow their example. 4; 

'< Let us rather die here^ said M » in 
English. 

** No," replied Alvarez, " they will n<H; - 
Idllus; kt us not appear to suspect them." 

One of the men separated himself from 
^e others^ and told them that he was jodjr 
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to guide them to Tarifa^ taking, dt the 

same tiuie, a l^ted brand from the fire, 

which he stated to be for the purpose of 

preventing any inconvenience ai^ng from 

'a casual ineetiiig with wdyes, which was 

fiot unlikelj. This rerj simple action, how^ 

ever> tte poreposs^sed imagination bf CSap^ 

tain*M— *« attributed to some nunre sinister 

diesign. He remembered all the stories of 

robbers and marderers he had ever heard 

e£, or read in romances, since he was a 

jtibold; and he doubted not that his fate 

was aboiit to add one to the list, which 

Woold outdo in horror all the horrors that 

crowded the shelves of a modern drcoi- 

lating ISbraty. So occujAied w«ie both of 

them by the anticipati0n of thieir fiite, that 

they followed their guide without speaking, 

and without making any farewell salutation 

to the party that they left behind them. 

Having proceeded some way down a rugged 

path, they acquired a small degree of con^ 

ifidOice as they went further from w^tat 
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4bf7 supposed to be the gang ; atxl at Imgtbi 
ihey cuteied into ccmTeraatioii in a Jmr 
whisper. WhilBt they wefe ioipoiiuig th^ 
OMitaal ^MtSf Ca{yt«m M*--«^ who ww « 
litile befove hw tomirtanoD» stnaabfed aad f^ 
o^er a heq> of stones: they ccOled totfae 
guide to 8top» and havii^ hurt hb-sUn 
considendily, he was obliged to sit down 
iqxm the stolies ferashoitliHie to mbit. 
This heap of :ritonfes was one of Aose wfaioii 
aie.usurily plaeed upoujltae spot where i^ 
body rf a fauidered man has hsm twioA 
Upon the tdp of it was erected a rough 
wooden ctoIbs, about the middle of winMi 
wail nafled a piece of board with ant isih 
^Bcnption upon it. (li) Alvaree lock Hht 
brand, iTfaiek wlas mtiH buniog, 4cto the 
.mail ; an^ 'by pnt&^g ii elofte to tlie itA- 
aeriptidnt Was ^idided te.T6adtfae>ftBowJag 
words: 

'' Jos6 Antonio Pinosai, laibiBriiibT ib Ai^ 
gasiras, recihi^ atpd su nmerte, id SS dp 
J^^to dd aid 18D9^'€te las.nianioB de^ifikafc 



weauMis ladrones.-^G&iiiiniiiite qx pate 
fi6r aqtii luega a Dios por su alma «i pur* 

As FetijL slowly dedpliefed thk sen* 
keaot, Us fiiend gradmdl j lost the sente of 
Afa^ plan wbiidl bad detobned hiiil on iht 
tspot, Ms appfdi^dbos ravmiig Mrith re* 
doubled force. Tbey continued on tbeir 
To«d in tkc sdnieatete of mfaid as tlutt in 
iv'bicli tiiep bM'feftiibfe^ olidza> in ike hdP- 
7id suppostiob tbat ihey were gob^ to be 
tobbed jobA m uxd e m d . Tbey jt^covened a 
giKxl dcttl frmn <he ft^lii^ which tbis codI- 
▼ictiesi elated) wben th^ IbuBd tl»t the 
path wUabHiey ?pv%re iftittowi% led them 
to an opta Toad, i^ibei'nasAe'desakrif^im ab 
titat wMcbtiMgr Ml leaveitBd all atongfirom 
iUgesirM. Siffl ncAbidg wasisaid by any 
oo^; andafe latt d^e Mmmsr Oy fiminig; thait 

• : - • . 

^< Jos6 Antonio Pinosa, &riner of Algesir^, here 
received his death, on the 23d August, in the year 
f 809, from the htodd'cf assatein robbers.— Tfavell^y 

pargfttar^;" 
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thej were not mdined for conveamtioOf 
connnenced communing with himself in the 
manner so common amongst the lower or- 
ders of Spaniards when they travel ; that 
Uf by singiijig • a tirana^ or gypsey song, 
with all tike fovce bf his lungs; A little 
-while and they descended into the valley oi 
Tskifa; 

At the first fiu*m-houBe which they passed 
•all iheii^ fears left them, and being a little 
ashan^ that they had. entertaiiied them 
so strongly, they commenced a conversation 
by rejoicing that the danger they had 
fancied was but imaginary. Before tibey 
came to the waUs of the town tibey had 
laughed h^irtiiy at tiiiekr adventure ; and 
:when they arrived at the gates, ihey dis- 
missed their good-natured guide, givii^ 
.him twice the sum tJiey would have thought 
he deserved, had not their consciences in- 
duced them to inci*ease it, as a remuhera- 
tioh for the bad opinion they had enter- 
tained of him and his £d)ow-w(u:kmen. 
Sheltered under the gateway of thetown. 
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they found Captain M ' s servant, who 
had taken up his station there when the 
night closed in, and anxiously waited his 
master's arrival to conduct him to the house 
upon whidi he was billeted. Alvarez's 
quarters were at the same house, and they 
were not long in reaching it. 

Relieved of their wet clothes, and esta- 
blished before a good wood fire, they closed 
the evening of this eventful day, by en- 
joying a laugh at the events of it, whilst 
they partook of a supper, whidi would . at 
ilH' times have been good, but which ap- 
peared the most sumptuous fare, when con- 
trsfsted with the ^h of migas, of which 
tiiey had' been invited to eat what they 
imagined to be (heir la6t meal. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Tarlfa Manto. — Colgaduras. — Juan Doblones and 
his Ass. — Patience of the Spaai^ Soldiers.—* 
Mareh firom l^ftrifiu^FordiBg of the Lake of La 
Janda.— Vejer de la Frontera.— ^Popular iiqproviB^ 

. ing.*»Advance of the Ariny..-»Battle of Barrosa. 



HS whak 6i Genend -*-^> tUHk 
and several o^^ ctflsmi, met at lw9«k&«t 
en the fcdlowui^ mbttii^. M " - * uM 
Alvares ber^ the brunt of the Utugh whidi 
was raised agaia^t tfaem when tlt^, pei^er 
grinations were related. They jomed good- 
humouredl^ in the joke, and considered 
themselves very fortunate that their want 
of foresight had been attended with no 
worse consequences. 

The Spanish trpops had not yet made 
their appearance, and no orders were there* 
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fore giv«n to make aAy aitemtion in the 
arrangemenl of the divfeion, and they re- 
mained in their quarters in the toWn. 
Alvarez and Captain M - - ■ ■ devoted their 
morning to .exploring it. They passed 
round tibe waHs^ whicfa^ altttov^ not maite^ 
mdLy decsjned, Were motdUtixing away in 
evety pairt A few pieoes of field ardlkryi 
tnounted upon the old Moorish fortifica* 
tioii0, conttituted the defistioes of Tari&i 
akid the eittraordinat)r aritingeBmit of its 
housesi and the extiwie mtt&imtaB of ift 
•treett» besfi^e ito MooiiA nripo^ and 
endlad h^a cotit^»iiltihle idea itf the town 
in the BaJad of a visitor accustomed to tht 
white houses, and comparativdy broad 
rtieeeibEt, q£ the generality of the towns of 
Atidaii«aiab Ail extraorfinary renviant of 
Moorish maimers eoidted the attention and 
oariority c£ Che firnends. All the women 
who affpeared in the Greets, wore above 
their s£gra, or Udok pettioM^ whidi in 
otiier parts of Spain com^fcitutes tite unA- 
vend walking dress^ a dioit Mtak masille 



140 FELIX ALVAKEZ. 

tied round the waist, which is thrown from 
thence over the whole head and upper part 
of the body, restrained in this^ position by 
both hands, and so drawn over the &oe as 
to leave but one eye visible. This is the 
only thing which they wear as covedng for' 
the head ; indeed the only alteration tliey 
make in their dress upon going out of thdr 
houses. When this mantle is allowed to 
drop, it falls into the form of a short gown 
<^n before. The singular etfect of this 
^ss is a striking contrast to the airy ap^' 
pearaace of the light mantilla, which is 
thrown with studied carelessness over the 
head in the other parts of Spain. The 
women of Tarifa are celebrated for theif 
beauty; and the officers of the British 
garriMB, whidi had occupied the town for 
a considerable time, were warm in aikK 
gising their personal charms; but it required 
a closer acquaintance with the Tarifonas 
than a- stranger could obtain, to be enabled 
4o judge of this; for unless admitted to 
their society^ he coidd never know moie of 
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the beauty of Tarifa than what could be 
dsacovered in the right eyes of her daugh^ 
tersL On the strength of the character, 
however, whidi was so generally given to 

them, Alvarez and M painted the 

face and figure of every iff/'oman they met 
in the most glowing cdours, and imagined 
every manto to conceal the features of an 
angel. 

Strolling about the ramparts, inquiring 
into the military history of Tarifa, and 
listening to the superstitions accounts given 
by the persons whom they accosted of the 
defence of it by Gusman the Good, occu- 
pied and amused them for some hours. 
Towards the evening, they rode out along 
the sands to the little island, which is con- 
nected with the main land by a raised 
causeway, under which there is said to be 
a nartural submarine communication. They 
eiebended their ride to the Torre de la 
Pefia, a mined tower, which stands upon 
a h^h rocic near the ^ore, and the view 
fW>m whioh afibrds ar treat to the adve'n- 
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turous imveUer who ascends it. The 
ascent; is by a rough flight of steps of great 
lengUi, which were much dilapidated, and 
Alrarez and his fiimd were not at aH 
indined to try another cliTnhiwg adventuie., 
They therefinre turned their horses towards 
the Convent of Nuestra Senora de la Luz» 
Our Lady of Light, which stood in the 
plain a little to the right. Thii^ convent 
had been very famoua for the mirades 
performed by the image of the Virgin 
which it cimtatned. It was a handsome 
building; but had been'^much n^lected. 
The examination of the church occasioned 
a omversation upon the subject of the 
performance of these miracles^ whic'h x^n* 
tinued until tiieir. amral at the gates of the 
town ; a»d a drcttmstance which attracted 
their notice at their entrance was calcu- 
lated to affinrd more infovmatioii to Captain 
M - ■ ; , of the ctedulity with which these 
bigoted people aMowed themselves to be 
imposed upon on til|is point, than he had 
bef^e gathered &om his companion. A 
1 



numBer of persoBs were coBdcted at ike 
comei! ixf a street, allexamimiig some pieces 
of board whick were Taxing against the wall 
with rude paintings upon them. That 
which attracted the particular attention 
df the group, was one that had been just 
affixed by a woman who was kneeling 
bdbre it hi the act of prayer, whilrt those 
around her were asisisthig in her orisons by 
im«.d pm^ a-d ftel-eot dr.. of «; 
cross. Approaching nearer, tbqr examii]^ 
the pioture, which described a womaalyii^ 
in bed, receiving a pitcher from the hands 
of a figure intefnded to represent the Virgin 
]M[aiy« Und^this da^b an explanation, 
was painted; which set fcirth, that it repf^. 
^nted a nrimcle recently performed by La 
Virgen de la Luz, the Virgin of Light, 
in restoring to health Maria de la Luz 
Ma^i?tixie2, who bej^g very ill with a fevc^, 
at the point of death, and given up by the 
doctors, was aflfeeted by^ a preftrund and' 
unnatural sleep, during which her patron 
saint appeared to her in a dream, and 
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desired her to drink jdentifidly of a {nicher 
of water which stood in ihe room, and 
Which she had endowed with the properties 
necessary to elOfect her perfect cure. That 
upon waking she got up and diamk the 
whole of the contents of tiie pitcher, which 
threw her into a vident perspiration, and 
in a short time restored her to perfect 
health, to commemorate which miraculous 
salvation she thi3» puhlicLy proclaimed it, 
that the name of the holy Vii^gin who per- 
^med it m^t be ghmlSed accordingly.^ 

* This practice is very common amongst the 
middle and lower order of people all over Spain ; but 
particularly in the south. Every providential escape 
from danger or death is considered as themiraqulotia 
intervention of the patron saint, and is announced in 
the manner here described; so much so, that when 
any thing extraordinary happens, it has become a 
common proverl) to say, " Colgarle por milagro^^ 
" ILet it be hung up for jt miracle/' Recovery from 
sickhessds the most common event celebrated in theses 
epfgaduraSf or suspended paintings ; nor is it without, 
4'eason that it is considered a miracle to escape from 
the hands of the ignorant and uneducated men who 
practise medicine in Spain. 

4r 
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There were tiitee or four other paintings 
upon the samie corner describing miracles of 
a ^miiar nature. M— — was loud in his 
ridicule of the higotry of this practice, and 
he mei withlittld controversy firom Alvarez, 
whose reason ^nd natural good sense hstd 
opened his eyes in seme measure to these 
abuses of religion, and to the prejudices of 
his countrymen. 

Their attention was diverted fi-om this* 
subject by the appearance of an extra- 
ordkfiacy figure passing by them. It was 
a tall thin man, sitting remaricably erect 
upon the finest ass that they had ever 
beheld. It was higher than -either of the 
horses they rode, and of great beauty. 
His body formed a straight line perpen- 
dicular fi^om the ground; and his toe, which 
rested in the stirrup, descended several 
inches below the level of his heel. He 
was mounted on a picador's or bull-fighter's 
saddle, which forms a kind of mould for 
the body and thighs, and has a very high 
pummel and crupper ; be held a long riding 

VOL. I. H 
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whip^ in his hand. The fturows cxf his £^6, 
and (he immoveabiHtf of. his features^ gave 
the idea of extreme age ; his beard was of 
a week's growth, and c(»3sirted of a row of 
thidk-set bristles of a perfect whiteness 
that, extending round his jaws, was con* 
tinned in whiskers, and met a few white 
locks which appeared from under a bowl- 
crowned hat, fitting dose to the head, witk 
a very broad brim, put on in such a 
manner thai the projecting parts, both 
behind and before, were at right asot^bes 
with his bodj^ His dress was a chupa, 
or tight jacket, descending to his . waist, 
with short flaps below it, a pa^ oi ^jla^ed 
breeches, and stiff ; leather gait^s. ; The. 
whole was compkfted by his cap(i. Or doak, 
thrown over his left shoulder, and falling 
but partially over his right, leaving the 
right arm at Kberty.* The whole of this. 

* This is a literal description of this extraordinary 
old man, who was living in Tarifa at the period of 
the expedition referred to, in February, 181h Hie 
size of his ass is not exaggerated. That part of 
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iigiu^, in tiie ancient costume, was sd 
striking, and so completely depicted the 
idea of Cervantes's Don Quixote with 
Mambiino's helmet, that both the friends 
Femarked it at the same time. 

'^ Who is that old man ?" said Felix to 
a -passeT'ijy. 

** It is old Juan Doblones, the jHcador 
and ginete (the buU-figfater and horseman)^ 
of the town. Ninety years have passed 
over his head, and his ass has made nearly 
as much progress in his existence ; yet not 
a bull is turned out for the luniKemrat 
of our townsmen but Juan Doblones is hisf 
first (^nent; and having shown his skill 
and his courage, he gives him up to the 
more juvenile of his profession. If you 
want to buy a horse, old Juan is the man 
to choose you one." 

The friends followed him some way, and 

Andalusia is celebrated for the breed of asses, which 
are as large as that here described . They are seldom 
used for labour, but kept almost exclusively for the 
breed of mules. 

H 2 
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a description of his person and dress occu- 
[ned the conversation at dinner. 

Two days passed in inactivity at Taiifa. 
On the third, the boats conveying the long- 
expected Spanish army made their appear- 
ance. The wind had obliged them to put 
back into the bay of Cadiz. Alvarez was 
upon the beach whien the debarkation took 
place. The shore was so very shallow, and 
the banks of sand extended so far, that it 
was found impracticable for the vessels to 
approach sufficiently to enable the men to 
jump out upon dry land. In the Jow tide 
the feluccas were therefore run upon the 
sands, and the men waded through the 
water for the distance which yet remained 
between them and the dry beach : several 
hundred yards. These hardy men, unde- 
pressed still by having remained for nearly 
three weeks in crowded boats and cramp 
positions, exposed during part of the time 
to the violence of a raging sea, and to the 
greater misery of hunger, cheerfully plunged 
into the water above their middles, and 
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supporting their muskets over their heads, 
gained the beach, where they formed, 
without delay, into line, awaiting the 
orders which were to dispose of them. 

Nothing now remained to delay the 
movements of the expedition; which, there- 
fore, commenced its march early on the 
morning following the arrival of General 
La Peiia. The Spanish army took the 
advance ; on that evening they bivouacked 
in the wood of Fascinas, about fifteen miles 
from Tarifa, on the road to Medina Sido- 
nia. General La Pena and his staff betook 
themselves to a farm-house at some little 
distance; and within the precincts of the 
camp, there was but one other habitation, 
a cluster of little huts which were occupied 

by General Graham and his staff. The 

• . • 

other general officers of the division par- 
took of the shelter afforded by these roofs ; 
but Alvarez, with the rest of General 
— 's staff, was constrained to make 
the best he could of the branches of some of 
the olive trees of which this wood was 
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ccHnposed. It was not without sensations 
of sorrow and pity for the unfortunate pro- 
prietor of this wood that Felix beheld the 
havoc niade ix^ it by the innumeraUe 
hatchets which were at work the moment 
ailer the army had halted; and the im- 
mense length of growth which an olive 
tree requires before it comes to perfecticm, 
rendered irremediaUe this (in many cases) 
wanton destruction of the wealth which a 
.lumdi;ed years bad contributed to produce. 
This &eUng, however^ did not prevedt him 
from partidpirt^mg in the warmth produced 
by the burning tmvSsB of the ti^eei^ nor 
from sharing in the shelter afforded by the 
branches which had been robbed &(m 
twenty, to form a kind of h|it round one. 
. Contrary to the expectation of every 
individual in the camp, the army received 
no orders to ma|-ch on the following morn- 
ing. It was occupied by the chiefs in 
consultation and deliberation ; and it was 
not until eight o'clock at night that they 
continued their march. The troops marched 
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all ii%ht. The moon stiU gave its liglit ; 
but it was obscured by doiids, w^di 
rendered it soffipie&tly dark to cause the 
guide.s, who wei?e at tihe bead of die 
coluflm with Geneiud Pe&a, to miss the 
raad^ and take a wi^ong (Hie to the eight: It 
was not until they had inarched quite 
rdttfld the base of a small hill^ about two 
miies hi chrcuisifemnce, and fbund them* 
selves upon the same road they had just 
quitted, bikt sdme dlistance back, tbat the 
Inistafce was quite evident, although the 
difectibn of the path iMul awakened masfi^ 
dons of the trufh. After halting som^' 
time for rest, they pursued the right road^ 
tmd arrived as the morning dawtied he- 
twem two hills, a short dkt^nee from Cam 
Ti^ a small Ermita, with a few huts 
amind it. Here they took u^ a pbed^ 
tioh, and remained the whole day.' It was 
not a day unmarked, like iiie preoeduig 
tmes, by any thing but the spaee of ground 
o^er which they had marched. The ad-* 
vanced piquet of cavalry had proceeded 
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about three miles on the road to Medina 
Sidonia, when it fell in with a piquet of 
the French; a skirmidi ensued, and the 
whole French piquet, twentj^five in num- 
ber, was brought prisoners into the camp. 

The news of this first blow aroused the 
cariosity and patriotism of 'Alvarez. ' He 
lamented that he had not been present ; 
and in the hope that another piquet might 
,be found, he mounted his horse and gal- 
loped to the front. He had not the satis- 
faction of even seeing the enemy, but 
returned to the camp very much fatigued^ 
having occupied in the search hours whidh 
were daimed by repose, in the place of 
those stolen from her during the night He 
slept soundly, though with only the same 
accommodations as on the preceding nijght, 
and awakened the next morning at a late 
hour. The side of the hill on which the 
troops had encamped was covered with 
large stones, under some of whidi the 
soldiers discovered vipers and scorpions. 
An officer was bitten by one of the latter 
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reptiles, and his arm swelled to an en- 
ormous size. As no orders had been given 
to more, the oflScers were amusing them- 
selves until it should be issued, by turning 
up these stones in search of the deadly 
animals which some of them had been 
found to hide. In their search they awak- 
ened Felix, and aroused him from his 
jrillow, which was a large stone, covered 
with his saddle, that they might turn 
it ftom its place. Alvarez arose, the stone 
was raised, and it was with some sensation 
of horror that he considered the danger from 
which he had escaped, when he perceived 
a scorpion, nearly the size of his mid*- 
dle finger, with a whole family of little 
ones upon its back. They were crushed; 
and he left the spot shuddering at the idea 
of its poisonous sting. 

It was late in the day before the order 
was given to march; and then it was 
to retrace the steps they had taken on 
the morning of the preceding day. It 
appeared that the original plan had been 

H 5 
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diangped, or that the dh^ection they had 
taken towards Medina Sidonia was but a 
feint ; for the army now directed its course 
towards Chidana* They inarched back on 
the same road for soine distance, and then 
atiikmg off on the left, arrived soon on the 
bank of the lake of La Janda, a con- 
siderable body of wafer, which lies between 
the two roads froni Tarifa; the one to 
Medina Sidonia, and the other to Chidana 
The bottom of this lake was of mud^ut 
to render it fordable, a quantity of stones 
had been sunk wross it, forming a patl^woy 
under the water, of about seven feet in 
breadth, and extending upwards of a 
quarter of a mile* Its limits were dis^ 
tinguished by bushes and poles, set up to 
prevent the unwary traveller from over^ 
stepping its boundaries, and faUing into the 
mud. The army halted at the commence- 
ment of this sunken bridge, and sh(uily 
afterwards, the Spaniards taking the lead, 
begajft their march over it, passing through 
(he water, which in some parts rose above 
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their jniddles. The whole staff of tfa» 
vmj, bdth Spanish and English, had, 
afaaeady passed, and were waiting on the 
op|)Osite side of the lake. The soldiers 
cwke through, this long ford rather cauti- 
ously tod slowly ; and General La Pefia„ 
from his horse, encouraged them to proceed 
with more activity and leas apprebensipn. 
Hid words, however^ had little effect; fol* 
it Was tiie work of some hours to pQSS< 
chrelr the whole SfHisish division* Fdix, 
who had iweb in convit^ation with s&me <^ 
the Spantdi officers liear Genelral. La. PmAf' 
felt an impulse of shame that no reprimand 
had been given to the officers, of fJie; rt^n- 
ments as they .paned^ a great, part of 
Whom, instead of setting aa exandple to 
the men of despising the inconvenience 
attending the passage, -and encouraging: 
thm to jNTOceed^ with a sdfish concenn fiq^; 
their own comfiarts^ -scrupled not to add to 
the burthens of their men by mounting on 
their backs» to endeavour to avdd being: 
wetted^ Felix was sufficiently master of< 
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English to understand the murmur of con- 
tempt which these officers, as pusillanimous 
as the men they commanded were bra^e, 
excited amongst the English staiBT, and he 
hastened to join the group, lest he shmdd 
be included in the general disapprobation. 
He placed himself by chance dose behihid 
General Graham, just as the head of the 
British column began to appear. The 
men were a little scattered, and wading 
rather cautiously through the. water; but 
the cAcers were all doing thrir best to 
keep them dose up, by encoura^ii^ those 
who were weak, and punishing those who 
were oidy inddent. 

« WiU you hold my horse, Sir? ^ sidd 
General Graham. Felix came torwtatA 
and took tibe bridle as the General de* 
scended. A glow of surprise and admi* 
ration, mingled with shame at the contmst 
isttbe coaduct of his countrymen, suffused 
the ch$ek of Alvarez as he saw this vene- 
rable sokUer deliberatdy walk into ' ihe 
depth of the ford, assisting the n^obental 
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officers in the execution of thdr duty, 
speaking to his men as he met them, and 
desiring them to press forward. He re- 
crossed the greater part of the lake^ and 
the eflfect of his presence among the soldiers, 
and of his contempt of his own personal 
conirenience, was electrical. The division 
{pressed forward in as close order, and with 
as little attention to the stony uncertain 
patii on which they trod, or the water witli 
which it was-covered, as if they had been 
marching on a high road. The conse* 
quence was that it tocds: no more time fer 
the whole Eh^sh troops to pass over, than 
it would have done bad it been the best 
raised bridge in the w^n'ld; and by not 
allowing the soldiers to stop when they 
were over, but making them immediately 
continue their march, the ill consequences 
to thBir health were prevented. Ffelix»felt 
a degree of enthusiastic admiralbidti as he 
held the stirrup for General <3rt^am ta 
' remount, an office which he^Would not for 
worlds have given up to th/^ ovi&tly^di^sh^ 

r 
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goon wifo attended, and the expifession of 
hk fedings was the sul^ject of his eonver* 
satioQ with Captain M— — during ;the 
rest of the march. (15) 

The army halted end took u|i a positioti 
that night on a. spot little more, than a mtte 
short of Yejer de la Erootera^ AlTares 
knew this town to be the tturtb place aid 
residence oi YM^, the father of Ismena : 
he felt anxioits to dee it» and he t)btaibed 
permi^ion from Gelieral -»-— to psiss 
the night there. He pMhed on to arrive 
there bef<n^ sun-set. The high p(»nt on 
which it stood was hid iiEt>m. his view bf 
tiie windipig and vo^kj sides of the road 
which led to it i and it was upon stddeviy 
turmng a porn^, that it opened at once 
to him. He wa& struck with the ij^gecfm 
that presented themselves, and he stopped 
at the turning of the road for some tim& to 
contemfriU^. th^n. The enormous )rill» 
rising almost pdrpendiculariy from the 
banks of the river Blurbate, which flowed * 
round it, tenmjaatsd m two points betipreen 
1 
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which the houses of the town were visible. 
The Foad^ by which it was ascended, was 
traced by its windings backwahls and for- 
wards until it reached the top, and the 
regular form of its meandering, gave the 
idea of a flight of gigantic steps. This 
road took its rise from a cluster of houses, 
the comHiunicaUon to which, from the spot 
where Felix was landing, was made by a 
simple bridge of three pointed arches; a 
little b^w wlneh} and immediately under 
his feet, the river having for some time 
flowed m a dedivity, dashed amongst some 
large stones, and broke in spray before 
/it regained its leveL The noise of its 
Inxdcen fall was increased by a large mill 
which it worked, and which, .st«»ling 
neaily in the middle o£ the river, was a 
striking feature in the scene. In the 
0pesmg between the edge of the hill, and 
the perpendicular side of the road which 
Alvarez had just turned, the Barl^ate lost 
itself in a fertile plain terminated by woody 
l^s, and the whole formed a perspective 
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distance, which, by its loftiness and beautj, 
was admirably calculated to relieve the 
boldness of the scene immediately before 
the spectator. 

He crossed the bridge, and ascended the 
hilL The town offered very little to repay 
the trouble of arriving at it by means of 
such a steep and winding road; but he 
traced its Moorish origin in the formation 
of the houses, and the narrowness of the 
streets, which were, however, rather wider 
than those of Tarifa ; but more particularly 
in the extraordinary custom of completely 
hiding the face of the women, which also 
prevailed here. Every woman he met was 
tapada; that is, her face was covered with 
a manto. He found out a miserable place 
that was called a posado, where he obtained 
sdme refreshment and a bed. Before he 
retired to it, however, he strolled out to 
explore the town.- In the plaza he found 
a parcel of people collected round a young 
man who was plapng on the guitar, in 
harmony with which, several of the by* 
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standa^ were singing. He joined the 
group at the moment that one had begun 
to sing a patriotic S0ng) in the chorus of 
which every bcdy joined. They sung with 
all their hearts, and the last chorus closed 
with enthusiastic shouts of Viva Fernando 
^'^Muer0 el infernal Napoleon — ** Long 
five Fercybaad*— Death to the infem^ Na^ 
poleon." It was some time before the 
attention of the auditors was recalled by 
the twanging of the guitar on which the 
performer no longer played a regular aCt 
companiment, but struck the whole pf the 
strings by running the nails of his fingers 
rapidly over them, beating the face of it at 
the same time with his thumb. This u 
the national manner of playing on the 
guitar amongst the lower orders of people, 
and it awoke national ideas. The per- 
former was called upon for the cachucha, 
a simple little air, originally Mexican, but 
which has become a very popular song, and 
is more frequently sung than any other by 
persons of all ranks. Couplets are ge* 
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nerallgr made to it by ever^/indrv&diiid 
flttbe spur of the ttiomeDt, aisd thisckiad 
of im^raoising is Tendered easjr by the 
great licaice as to.«iieleng;th of iine which 
die air wffl adtnk <£ (16^ Tlttsse aie 
couplets on pditieid and wktHnni anhjects 
"fi^dtig^ generafly JK'vogqae^ and^vtimaiH 
80 as hmg as the islibjedt t&Mmam po^^uiari 
^ La'Caekucha^ la Cachueha,'' wasechted 
aroiind; the young man {trdttded with 
Iw t^mngii^ aoc6mpan£mtot» and obeyed 
Hktt eall, ev^iy bodiy joimng in the diorua : 

Yxnith is but fhort^ asd.iige it is* cold* love; 
Half the gay days of spring they are told, love. 
The footstep of time crushes each blooming flower; 
Come, let us cull diem in in&ncy*s hour. 

CHOBUS. ' 

Come then, my love, let us all gay be, 
Joy's a fickle inconstant young baby. 
If you don't catch him when he's in the hamour, 
He7il fly awc^, and will, come to.yoa no more. 

Coioe Iha^, my love. 

« 

Strike up the castanets,— let's make a hoirday ; 
Come? join the dance,— Youi* Is life's folly A)r; ' 
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FoUy, if froirned on, meprlment flies men ; 
Gay fools are happier far than grave wise men. 

CHORUS. 

Come then, my love, let us all gay be, 
Joy's M, fickle incoxiitaat young baby, 
ITyou don't cateh him whai he's in the humour. 
He'll fl^ away, and wiM oome to you no more* 

Come then, my love. 

Let not the houni &r tonghiag ^o by, lo^ ; 
Dull moments crawl, but gay monaents fly, love. 
Sorrow, percbwac^ near your door may be strolling, 
Hearing gay laughter may fright him from calling. 

Cove ^Afo, my lopvoi let us dl «qr bflb 
Joy i« a fidde incoBstnot yora^ baby. 
If you don't catch him when he's in the humour, 
He'H fly away, and will come to you no more. 

Come then, my love. 

Alvarez had* enough of this everlasting 
song, 'wUch, when once be|gan» is genereHy 
carried on for an hour at least; he therefore 
left them to the enjoyment of their moon-^ 
light haimony, and retired to rest. 

F<|cK was at the camp as the easliesfe 
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rays of the sun pierced tiirougfa the leafy- 
walls which formed the habitations of his . 
brother officers ; but his activity was unne- 
cessary, and he might have devoted a few 
more hours to repose, which it was fated 
he was not to obtain on the followmg 
night. The army did not move from its 
bivouac until six o'clock in the evening, 
when the day was fast declining. They 
crossed the bridge over the Barbate, and, 
winding round the hill of Vejer, it was 
midnight when they halted near the little 
town of Conil. The men threw themselves 
on the road side to profit by the moment of 
rest which was afforded them. The moon- 
beiams were scarcely intercepted by the 
thin clouds which floated in the atmo- 
sphere, and the silence of night was 
unbroken by the buzz of men, for every 
heart was throbbing with expectation, and 
every mind was occupied by its own anti-> 
cipations. But a few leagues separated 
them from the object of their march ; but 
a few miles, frcmi the obstacle which opposed 
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their attaining it. All lodi:ed to the mom- 
ing as an eyentful one; nor were they 
deceived. After an hour's rest, the troops 
moved forward. The morning dawned, 
and, before the smihad risen an hour, this 
little army, approaching by land the town 
from which they had embarked; halted 
upon a hill about two miles from Santi 
Petri. The whole force consisted of be- 
tween eight and nine thousand Spaniards, 
and about four thousand English. 
. The appearance of the beautiful city 
of Cadiz at the end of its long narrow 

arm of land now presented itself to the 

• 

delighted eye of Felix. It recalled a 
thousand fond recollections and sensations 
which the bustle and novelty of the march 
had not allowed him before to feel. The 
Pinar of Chidana, an extensive thidc pine- 
wood, 1^ before him, and iq)read far to the 
right : 'beycNtid it the white turrets of the 
town of La Isla de Leon were discovered; 
and the heathy hill, on the point of whkh 
he stood, extended to the left, until it 

4 
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esdoAmaMiUai papendicdarclifi; which 
was sepnated freoi the sea only by a 
faroad expanse of aaad. Upcm the suimmt 
of tiie diff stood an old watch tower, odled 
La Yegea de Barrosa, Barrosa bemg the 
imm^ giv^n to the heights which were now 
covered with the combined Spanish and 
British annies. Banners were erected, and 
signals made to give infixmation to Gene* 
ral Sajas^ who commanded the Spannh 
army in the Iida, and the troops remained 
in the same situation until ^bout mid'^day, 
when General La Pena, with tiie Spanish 
divisiOki, marched down to the point at tii&' 
mouth of the River Santi Petri, wha^ a 
bridge of pontoons had been thrown over, 
to seoiire the comnmnioatioai of which wte 
the object of this movement. Inco-operation 
with this, the British division left the hiU^ 
and entered tihe wood which lay before 
them, for the purpose of gaimng a pdak 
&rther up the river. General Gsaham,; 
with his troops, had, however, proceeded 
buta short distance in the wood^ the nature 
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(i£ wMdn obliged the regime^ to file 
through it, when he was infonaed that the 
Freofih, in force, had. possessed thendselves 
of the he%ht of Baxrosa which the army 
had just left. The narrowness of the road 
prevented the possibility of a counter*^ 
march; the soldiers ther^nre turned about^ 
and retraced their steps through the wood 
in reversed order* Some detachments of 
riflemen, who preceded the diviaon, spread-* 
i^g themselves out as they issued from the 
wood, commenced an irreigular fire ; and aa 
the whole force came- out and formed into 
fine they beheld a body of between nisie 
and ten thousand men occupying the creife 
of the hilL: Gemafal GndliMri's force, of 
little more than four thousand men, waa 
unsupported: the Spanish army was not 
viayrie, but this was no. moment to balance ;» 
and, opposing the. undaunted courage and) 
I^aical poTi^er of his men to the nume^ 
rical. superiority of the enemy, he mal3chei£ 
forward ^ to didodge them from their ad* 
vantageous position. 
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The ftitish troops received the fire of 
the French as thej ascended the hill, and 
returning it they waited not to replenish 
the barrels of their tnusdkets; but keeping 
steady the points of their bayonets, they 
continued their progress, unheeding the 
chasms that were made in their : ranks 
by the shot of the enemy, whidi weise 
filled up as rapidly as they were made. 
Like a stream of burning lava, pouring 
£rom the crater of 'a neighbouring volcano, 
they kept on their destructive way, which 
nothing could impede. Their enemies 
were ready to receive them. They met — 
never was a shock more dreadful than 
that which fdlowed the crossing of their 
bayonets; finr they did cross, and from 
every point the li£e4)lood streamed. The 
conflict was long and tremendous. General 
Graham directed their mavements by his 
consummate skiB, and encoismged the noeh 
by his example. At the head qf their 
ranks, and foremost in the danger, he 
repressed their over-eageraess, find directed 
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their unwav^riirg courage. Co(fl and un-» 
daunted as When he was dkecting that 
passage through the Lake of La Janda, he 
cared as little now for las personal dai^er 
as he' had then attcawied to his personal 
nomSort The 8(ih Erefi(^ regiment^ bf 
chaiice, was immediatelf opposed to the 
87th British. Tins was not the &st tun^ 
they had met. Some of the Mood that 
moistaaed the piaih of Talav^a. had 
flowed in the vHins cif the veterans wto 
filled the ra^ks of the 'Fr<dnch regimieilt^ 
ttndwas the indelflble record of the .valour 
of the British one. There were thosethat 
stitt composed the fVench corpse who recog^ 
liized in their oppMehts their formal con^ 
qiierors, and shrunk frdm ihie • once-tried 
ixmtest. They fled, leaving behind tbeni 
their proud eagles^**-those very eagles oa 
which the Wnd of tiieir usurping emperor 
had affixed the badge of honour : (17) 
shamelessly th^ - fled ; and the examj^ 
once set, *^ Sawoe qui peut^'' was the 
wolrd throughout the Fnench ranks. That 

VOL. I. I 
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Fr^icfa rsb^s. They fled in paaic^struck 
confusion, leaving on the hdghty of which 
fhey were so short a time the nmsters, all 
their artiUeij^ three of titeir generds (one 
of whom was killed), and about tbasse thou- 
sand five hundred of their men. Many 
were the heroes who, oh this proud day^ 
in fallings aided in raising for England and 
themselves a monument of eternal &me« 
Eleven hitndiled of this con^pwatively small 
lurmy were disabled in the %ht» Alvarez 
s^hed as he gave the wett-eanied mead 
of praise to General Grah^n and his nobte 
corps; for he i^ that the laurels that 
adorned their brows acquired grei^ter bril- 
liancy, from beaming over the dark clouds 
that had en that day dimmed the Spanish 
niUne. (18) 
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CHAP. VII. 

Meeting of Alvarez and Moaquera.— Character and 
Employment of the latter. — A French Spy in 
Cadiz. — JPelix leaves Cadiz abrubtly. 



On the night which followed the batU« 
of Barrosa^ General Grajbam puksa^ hi« 
littie anny over the pontoons that had been 
thrown acro58' the arm of the sea, which 
renders the Isla de Leon an islatfd. 1% 
was after niidnight when they got into 
their quarters in the town, whence thejir 
had mturched to be embarked about t^rciQ 
weeks before with such exhilarating hopeas 
and anticipations. General La Peiia had 
endeavoured to dissuade him from leaving 
the ground which had been won, though 
at the same time he refused to follow 
the scattered army that had been driven 
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from it. But nothing could induce General 
Graham to act longer in concert with a 
man who had deserted him in his greatest 
need, leaving him to fight alone for the cause 
wliich so peculiarly belonged to the nation 
he came only to assist, and standing by in 
a manner to see him sacrificed, which the 
superiority of numbers, and the advantage 
of position of the enemy, seemed to render 
inevitable, and which nothing could have 
averted but the undaunted heroism of his 
soldiers and their chie6. 

Alvare2s rode mournfully over the field of 
batde. The enthusiastic feelings and eager 
attention to one poit^ which had occupied 
him during the contest now subsided, and 
left him alive only to the miserable situa- 
tion of his fellow creatures around him. 
The night had closed, and the moonlight 
suffering it to cast but a thin curtain over 
the appearances of pain and death in their 
most horrid forms, served but to increase 
the feelings of distress with which he heard 
the frequent moanings and exclamations of 



tigotiy that reached his ear from spots 
to which his ey6 could not extend. Im** 
pressed with an idea of. his own perfect 
inability to relieve one single object of the 
many which awakened his compasiaon, he 
left the field, and having crossed the tern- 
porary bridge he lost no time in reaching 
the town. He stopped at a posada in ihe 
Calle Real, and with some difficulty ob* 
tained admittance and a bed. 

He slept soundly; and next morning, 
though it was late when he awoke, he felt 
no indination to rise, but allowed his 
thoughts to retrace the events of the pre^ 
ceding day. Alvarez loved his country; 
its glory and its liberty were equally deaf 

> 

to him. Patriotism is a feeling implanted 
in every breast, and in a Spaniard's it tak&k 
deep root ; but sometimes it branches too 
widely, and becomes a failing rather than a 
virtue. A Spaniard early imUbes an opi<- 
nion that no country is to be compared td 
Spain, that nothing can be equally perfect 
any where else, and that every thing foreign 
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destroys the integrity of the (wijgBiai ium} 
revered Spanish cb^r^ter ; hence the do0f 
]s shut to many i^iproveineiit^ liecawe 
tibey are looked ^pon in the Ught of inao* 
▼ations. Alvfurez had formed his 3tond»d 
of the Spra^ charaeter irom the ehiyal* 
rous page ^ S^iUsh MstoFf; he felt ^i«thtt« 
siastieaUy, and ^uid not bear to see it 
d^grad^ hy those whose duty it was most 
to uphold it. For the conduct of <7enec8l 
jLa. Pena he coidd not aeqount but by 
imgf^^ mc^ves to it whidi inu9t cast ^ 
lA^eUhfe fi(taia upon his nai»e» and upom 
ihai of Spida, r^s its del^gnted honour waa 
enlrnited itohim. In the bitt.erness of \m 
feo^ngs he cionsid^i^ what swst be &e 
Dplni^n 'Cntertsy^ded hy the hrav^ alli^ wh^ 
had^ piifei?ed so much ffom the ^Ufmenesa 
4d: thfi %aiiidi arwy, ^nd thq thois^t 
jglfed his awl with ^han^- flngross^ by 
ihese refl^ions, his attention was attsracted 
2)y heco^ng 'hi# ow^ name :repeated in ibe 
pAtio into which Ms windbw opened^ He 
•had mentioned it on enterifikg the inn to 
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the servant who adcaitted himi and he 
BOW heard the same man reply to an 
inquiry after him : 

" Don Fdix Alvarez de Gavallero occu* 
pies that room, Sir; but he is not yet up." 

** I win go to him^" was answered in a 
voice which Alvarez recognised to be tiiat 
of his friend Mosquera, who in an instant 
entered the room. 

Although Felix's ojMnion of Don Luis 
had been in some degree altered by the 
argujnaiits of Ismena, he allowed no altera* 
tion to take place in his manners. towards 
him, and yielding to the impulse which the 
habit of loving: his £riend exdted, he re- 
turned the embrace he received with rthe 
•warmth with which it was given. Mo»- 
quera reproached him with the manner 
in which he had' left Cadiz without, admit- 
ting him into his confidence ; and Alvarez 
excused himself upon the ground of the 
suddenness of h|s appointment to General 
* s staff. His friend was satisfied, or 
s6eraed so, and inquired into. the cumun* 

15' 
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stances of the expedition. FeUx, in relating 
the result of it^ launched out into violent 
reprobation of the conduct of the Spanish 
General, and was astonished that Luis 
could suppose that it might be defended. 

^ I am not sujfficientlj acquainted with 
the circumstances yet," said Mosquenr; 
but, depend upon it, he will defend his 
conduct, and he will not want partizans to 
uphold him; but let us leave the General 
La Pena alone, and talk of a namesake 
of his, who perhaps may interest, you 
more particularly. Have you forgotten 
Rosa de la Pena?" 

*^ Forgotten her, Luk ! how can yon 
ask me such a question? — ^Alas! I think 
of her too much. She alone held posses- 
sion of my mind whenever it wf» not 
necessarily occupied by the interest of the 
passing events. I have thought but of her; 
I have wished but to be with her." 

Felix faltered as he pronounced these 
last words; for his conscience suddenly 
tQld him that he had lately thought quite 
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as much, if not more, of Ismena as he 
had done of Rosa. The truth of this 
riecbllectioQ passed across his mind, and 
Jbe felt surprised at it himself. 

** What would you do to have news 
of her?" said Mosquera. "What would 
you do to see hei* ? " 

" Do not trifle with me, Luis; if you 
have any certain information of Rosa, tell 
it me at once ; but do not distress me by 
repetition of vague repots that afford but 
poisonous food for hope, sustaining it &r 
. a short time to make its death more pain- 
ful." 

. " I see, my dear Felix," replied Mos- 
quera, " that your fidelity to this unfor- 
tunate girl gives you a claim to know her 
situation, and to the happiness of befriend- 
ing her. Had I found your affection cooled, 
or your inclination to perform the promises 
you made to her weakened, I should have 
considered you unworthy of the delight 
of assisting virtue in distress. I would 
myself have sacrificed all my prospects, all 
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toy hopes from the promises of the Rq^nqr 
here, to have Feecued her from the perSous 
flitiiatioii in which she stimds. SHie sot 
only lives, my dear Alvarez, b«t it depends 
upon yourself that she should live for you." 

Alvarez started from his bed^^-^^ For the 
love of Heaven, Luis, cease to torment 
me— where is #he ? " 

** She is at SeviHe. Have patienoe~- 

lifiten to me, and I will teU you all I know 

of her, and how I know it. During the 

massacre at Madrid, winch followed th|e 

-dreadful seeond of May, she Bfianaged not 

only to escape the carnage, but to lea^^ 

-the town, and she arrived safidy at Seville, 

nvheFe ishe put herself under the protection 

and iiflialHted tile house of her 4iuat, an 

'ddarly lady, who, being «t widow'without 

chikh^n, lived entirely alcme. Upon ii^ 

entrance of the Frendi army into : SeviHe, 

'two French officers were lodged in her 

aunt's house, and she had the misfortune 

of exciting an equal, interest in the hearts 

-of both. The jarring interests of liiese 
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two offioim have hitherto rescued her from 
the fate whidi must ihevitaUj hive at- 
tended her had she had to defend hersetf 
from one only. But her situation has 
latdlj become more dreadful and embar- 
rassing^ as the death of her aunt has 
. deprived h^ of the only appearance of pro- 
tection whidi she enjoyed." 

An exclamation of horror from Felix 
followed this welkdrawn picture of the 
situatum, of the object 1^ whidi his dduded 
^senses were cfiell-bound. Mosquera saw 
that he had completefy succeeded in his 
wish of rousing his feelings to their utmost 
pitch. To afford, an idea of the pleasure 
whi«ih he derived imm.his success, it is 
*n6ceS9ify tottiuAa^jotonce his character 
alid his inteniions. 

An insulated being in the world, he 
luid feeiiBg for no x>ne but .faimsseU; .and, 
unsestsaHied in the pursuit of his oym 
interest by any principle of honour, he 
cared npt at what sacrifice he secured 
•fais own 89&ty, 4>r attained whatever . point 
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be had in view. It is not surprising there- 
fore that no feding of patriotism should 
have opposed an obstacle to his becoming 
a partizan of the puppet-show King, Jo- 
seph, when he found that such a measure 
would not only secure his liberty and life, 
but would most likely advance his fortune. 
After the events of the second of May, he 
sought to ingratiate himsdf with the French 
Generd Grouchy, the monster who was 
placed at the head of the mock . tribunals 
which were appointed to continue* under a 
mask of legal alutliority the innumerable 
murders that followed that day. As a cer- 
tain means of escai»ng. the risk of becoming 
one 4>f the victims of the desultory venge* 
^nce which they executed, he privately im- 
parted his sentiments in favour of the 
French party to this General, confirming 
his allegiance to the cause by an oath ; and, 
to set a seal of blood upon this bond of 
faith, he proscribed a number of his ac- 
quaintances as steady patriots andinstigatocs 
of the insurrection whi^h had just taken 

6 
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place. He had the satisfaction of wit- 
nessing the blood of these victims flow, as a 
kind of ratification of the treaty he had 
entered into. They were brought before 
the military tribunals, the summary pro- 
ceedings of which equalled, if they could 
not surpass, the deeds recorded in the 
blackest pages in the barbarous annals of 
the Inquisition : but little sufficed to con- 
demn them; and their inhumf^n judges, 
imitating the promptitude with which the 
guillotine was ^plied to heads of suspected 
persons during the French Revolution, sent 
them from the court to the Puerta del Sol, 
where, witliout more time for preparation 
than that occupied in reaiAing the place, 
they were deliberately shot** No public 

* The anny of Mural, which occupied Madnd 
at the period of the insurrection of the people on ^hle 
2d of May, 1808, were not contented with sweeping 
off whole crowds of them by firing grape-shot along 
the streets, and cutting down every person they met 
indiscriminately ; military tribunals were constituted, 
before which suspected penons were brought, and 
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of the sentiments of Don Luis 
€ver took place; for, his fidetttj being 
relied on, he was squinted to the ho- 
nourable office of a spy, for the better 
execution of the duties of which he omitted 
no qiportunity of displaying a hjrpocritical 
devotion to the cause of his country. 

He did not find it difficult to sustain 
.tUs double . part, and before long he had 
sufficient opportunity to prove his zeal in 
the service, and his ability to conduct it. 
When the French army under Soult had 
possessed themselves of Andalusia, and laid 
fflege to Cadiz, he was caUed upon to exert 
his talents in that city, to coHect informa- 
.tion, and convey it to the French chiefe by 

ft 

eondemned to immediate executions. The Prado, 
the Fuerta del Sol} and the church of Nuestra Sefiora 
,^ 1^ Soled»d, were pitched upmi as the tbeatves'^^f 
.these Ijdoo^y scenes.; and to these i^ts groiips of 
fiye*and*>tweQty, or thirty, at ja tixa^w^fe led, qnd 
shot in cool blood, ip the present of the whole 
. city. Gen€«fd Grouchy was the person placed by 
. Alunit atvtbe bt»A of Ib^jie tribsmab. 
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mems of French officers, mid other per* 
soQSy who cai&e over continuaBy fronsi/the 
other side for that purpose, by go^ig cnit 
to aea firom Puerto de Sta. JM^ria m jtke 
night, and getting on board the fi^in^ 
boats which i^pplied Cadiz witfa fish. Th(^ 
Ufe which he kd in this situation was p^ 
fectly coVjg&eiBl with lias idotiaations* His 
employers enabled luai toliv^ lti:tiie yesy 
first sociejly, ^d s^jiplphed hutf witib the 
means of ipcatifying all his desires* The 
fi»f»v^ ixf ]^ ^mjii^ym»rA ym ptea$^ tp 
Hmi it. isespiired juat . as mueb activity w 
hh tBHid'<^^gbt^;i9/, j^t the stsaieituae, 
.this ai:tivity wtts ico^sistetit with the indu^ 
^Bce of his pa^ons»in' the rank of wlibdi 
laming stood h%h. Iniadui^g his passiop 
for gaming, he ihquently left lomaelf m H 
rsltuation from which he ferehoi^ tp jn^py^e 
himsdf by extraordinary calls upon the $6- 
cret service fund at Soiilt's bead-^uarCers, 
lest, by grasqping at too much, he should 
overstretch the mark, and lose not only 
•this source of fortune, but even eiqioae his 



186 FELIX ALVAREZ* 

life. It was at a moment like this, when 
a run of ill luck had reduced him to the 
necessity of raising money some how or 
other, that accident introduced him to a 
young man who had lately arrived at Ca* 
diz, and who, having been slightly ac- 
quainted with Felix's' father, had been 
charged with a letter from him to his son. 
^is gentleman was at Cadiz only to take 
a passage in a ship bound to Mexico, and 
was instructed by Don Jos€ Alvarez, should 
he fail to find his son at Cadiz, to deliver 
the letter to Don Luis, Ins friend ; and i a 
case both should have left it, he was to leave 
it at a certain banker^s house. A ship 
being in the harbour which was about to 
sail for Mexico, the young man went on, 
board of her after only a few days' stay at 
Cadiz, and having discovered Don Luis de 
Mosquera, and heard from him of Dob 
Felix's absence, he left the letter in his 
hands. A suspicion that it might contain 
money induced Mosquera to open it, and* 
he was not deceived: it related the dis- 
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tresses of the coutitrj, the contributions 
and impositions with which they were ha- 
rassed, the cruelty of the tyrants who were 
ruling them with a rod of iron, and ended 
' by stating, that in consequence of the great 
probability that existed, that they should 
be robbed of every thing they had whidi 
could be carried away, he had with great 
difficulty procured an order on .a banker 
at Cadiz for all the money that remained 
of that which be had saved since his first 
commencing the management of his farm. 
This osder he enclosed to FeUx, desiring 
him to place the amount in safety, which 
no other place than Cadiz afforded, to be 
kept as a resource^ should the extremities 
of the French army induce him and hia 
daughter to abandon their quinta. The 
iron heart of Mosquera was toudied by no 
feeling of compassion for the distress which 
he might occasion to the family of his 
friend by his n^Mudty. He took the order, 
md received the money; and his mind was 
only occupied in discovering the means of 
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preveutiDg Fdix from being acquainted 
with his viUany, until it should be out of 
his powar to redress himself. He had good 
reasons &r beUevis^ that the expedition 
on which he was eniployed would end in a 
manner very diffi^rent firom what the i«o» 
jectors of it anticipated; whateyar was 
the result, he kne^ there would be a bat* 
tie ; and cakulating, besides, the diance of 
bullets in his favour, tibe odds were, that 
Alvaxesi would never .conte back to CaHsb 
He was indeed astonished to hear ef the 
discK>mfiture of the French amsjr; and 
throwing h&iself into a cal^^sa, he ha^toaed 
to the Xda.de I^eon^ to discover the state of 
things pditkally, and ipdividuaUj the fate 
of Felix. He found that Alvaree was not 
witihi General — — ; but, from inquiry of 
the ciSceats of his stafl^ he heard that he 
had survived the battle, and was most 
likely at some posada in the town. It was 
not long before he discovered the one at 
jwhidi he sflept, and w^e have seen what 
success attended bis endeavours to pcepfore 
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the heiad of his friend to remve the pro« 
posal he was about to make to him^ Att 
he aimed at was to get him to leave Cadis 
before a meeting with the banker from whom 
he received the money, dfnd to whom FeUx 
had originally brou^t letters of in^^oduc^ 
Han, should make him acquainted witk the 
robbery which He had committed. He had 
stiU. to oveicome the repugnance which he 
knew Alvarez would feel to the idea of neg^ 
lecting the cause of his country in whidi 
he was engaged, ahd of remamibg amongst 
the enemies to it^ Once amongst them he 
had no further 'fear ; he could privately re* 
oommend him to Hi^parficuiaf attMtion 
of some of his JBriignds in the ¥iemhimitjr; 
and he doubted not that his reootmnenda* 
tion would be si^cient. 

On every pmiit he was more tuccessfial 
than he had ebcpected. The state of mind in 
Which he fotitid f'^lix, deeply impressed 
with the idea of thk stigma that would 
attach to the SSptfokh name from the>con^ 
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duct of its General at tiie battle of Barrosa 
was an easy preparation far the admission 
of bis plan : Mosquera saw this, and pre- 
tending to be convinced bj Alvarez's state- 
ment of the &cts; he painted in glowing 
colours the contempt and aoger witii which 
the inhabitants of Cadiz would look upon 
every individual concerned in an expedi- 
tion, the failure of which had disappointed 
all their high-raised hopes of emancipation ' 
from the presence of a cruel and usurping 
enemy, and stigmatized thear army with 
shame. Then, without sppeoxing to con- 
nect the ideas, he referred again to the 
perilous situation of the unhappy Rosa in 
Seville, and finished his picture by hinting 

at the miseries which his father and sister 

» 

might be suffering, inhabiting a country 
under the control of the French. 

^ Gradous heavens! what can I do? 
how can I relieve them? What hare I been 
doing in this detestable place so long^ whilst 
my dear Albertina has, perhaps, been suf^ 
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feriog all the horrors to which the unfor- 
tunate Rosa is exposed ? Why did I ever 
leave my father's house ? " 

** Do not waste yoipr time in idle ex- 
clamations," said Mosquera ; ** I did not 
come here wantonly to afflict you, witliout 
ofifering you the meats of assisting, not 
only Rosa, but your father and your sister. 
I can put you in a way of crossing the 
bay, and fljdng to the relief both of jrour 
mistress and your hoMy ; l)ut to do so, you 
must consent to conceal the noble senti- 
ments of patriotism which actuate you, and 
suffer yoursdf for a ^hort time to. be con- 
sidered as a partisan of that, cause which 
it is your object to crush." 

Explain yourself — ^what do you mean?" 
Providence has placed in my hands the 
power of .enabling you to leave Cadi2 this 
night, and of proceeding immediately to 
Seville. Whilst I was at Madrid, when my 
avowed sentiments of patriotism had made 
me a suspicious ol^fect to the bloody police 
of the French, I was concealed and saved 
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fiom the certain deaUi wUch would have 
awaited mj discoveiy, by the frieikyiip d 
a young French oflBoer. Upon leaving 
him, I swore nev« to forget the service 
he had rendered me. Tins joung man; 
with a zeai that would amount to heroism^ 
if employed in a better cause, has intro^ 
daced himsdf into Cadiz as a beggar, 
which his perfect kno'videdge of our Keui- 
giMge enables him to do> for the purpose 
of obtaining infomiation with respect to 
the expedition that has just terminated, in 
cfder to. tranonit it to the French army^ 
I met him tins morning as I was leavii^ 
the town ; he avoided me, buthSflk featuiM 
were too deeply engr^en on my memory 
to be torgotlea^ and I recognised him 
thxottgh tiie dbgui^ which he wore. Fiiid- 
ing he was detected, he threw himsdf oil 
my mercy,- and put me in mind o£ my 
oUSgation to him. Could I refuse the v^ 
peal ? — No ; but to Tecondle my gratitude 
tdth my ^uty to my country, I made his 
feaving CadiJB this night the condition of 
1 
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his safety during this day. He accepted 
the condition/ and is to go off in a fishing- 
boat after nightfall. You shall go with 
him. — ^All you have to do |s to feign your^ 
self to him a convert to his cause until 
you arrive : once on the other side you 
may leave him ; and neutrality, as a simple 
individual of the country, will be sufficient 
to ensure your safety. To enable you to 
put this plan into execution my purse is at 
your service. I am anxious to overcome 
every obstacle to your success." 

The unhappy Alvarez was impelled by 
the violence of his feelings to accede to all 
his friend proposed. He was net suffici* 
ently cool to reason. He trembled with 
anxiety for the &te of Rosai he ardently 
longed to join his father and sister. He 
saw a plan which seemed to offer a pro- 
spect of attaining the two objects of his 
wishes, and he consented to it without 
discussing it. By the advice of Mosquera 
he went to General , expressed his 

gratitude to him and to Captain M- 

VOL. I. K 
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far .die Mndness and iltt^lioh he had le* 
ceired from fhem^ stated his intention of 
embarking tbat evenii^ in a vessel about 
to sail for Lisbon, attd regretted that his 
affairs did not dlow Um to take any fiirther 
advantage of their goodness. 

On his retnm to the posada, the two 
friends dined together previous to their 
setting off for Cadiz.. Mosquera was afraid 
to allow Alvarez to consider his project in 
any other hght than that in which he had 
already seen it; and he endeavoured to 
keep his mind fixed upon Rosa, and upon 
his family. But Captain M ' ■ had 
touched upon a string w4uch awakened an- 
other train of thought He had talked of 
ismeiia, an image which Mosquera had pur- 
posely avtnded presenting to his mind. Of 
all the women whom Alvarez had famili- 
arly known, or from whom he falad received 
attentions in Cadiz, not one had made an 
impression ^^rffidently deep to be even re* 
membered when he left it. Ismena was a 
single exception, and had he beqpL aUe to 



FELIX ALVAREZ. 19S^ 

invedti^te his feelings, he would have 
found that the- circumstance of his having 
forgotten all the other of those epliemerai 
affections, those mushroom ardours, which 
spring up in the hot-bed of Cadiz, was ac- 
counted for by the entire possession which 
this one had taken of his heart. His love 
for Rosa was a passion of the senses, he 
had been separated from the object of it 
while his imagination was yet warm ; but 
though her image might have faded from 
his mind by the effects of absence^ yet it 
was diligently kept up and renewed by the 
strong jNrinciide of honour by which he was 
gmded, by the -idea of her affection for 
him, and the sufferings which he believed 
her to be enduring. Even with the assist* 
ance of these pdwerful supporters, howeveri 
the fire might have wasted, had not the 
chivahrous idea of the romance of their si- 
tuations kindly come to the aid of the 
flame, and kept it at the degree of its orir 
ginal wajrmth. He had fallen in love with 
Rosa's ^rspnal attractions, and his ima* 

K 2 
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gination gave her all the mind which her 
manners seemed to indicate. Ismena wlas 
established in his heart in a manner exactly 
the reverse of this. Her person was the 
la^t thing with which ha was pleased ; and 
he did not remark the beauties of it until 
the propriety of her opinions, the gentle- 
ness and polish of her manners, and the 
interest she topk in his welfare, had excited 
in his heart that feeling which enabled him 
to see beauty where it did not force itself 
upon common beholders. He was surprised 
and even vexed with himself, when he 
found the feelings she had excited interfere 
with the passion he professed for Rosa. 
He would have considered it dishouQurable 
for him to love her; hut he could not re- 
fuse hislieart the sensations of delight, the 
source of which he had hid from himself 
under the name of gratitude for the ser- 
vices she had rendered him, and her kind 
wishes for his good. 

Alvarez imparted to Mosquera bis inten* 
tian of seeing Ismena to take leave of her; 
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but his friend strongly objected to it. " Re- 
member, Alvarez," said he, " she is not 
bound by the sanxe tie of gratitude to pre- 
serve the life of this French officer that I 
am, and you would make me guilty of a 
wretchedly mean prevarication in promising 
not to betray him, yet revealing his secret 
in a manner by which he will be betrayed : 
she would be guided in sacrificing thk 
young man by another arid a stronger mo- 
tive than patriotism* She loves you, Fe- 
lix, and she knows she has a rival ; by pr^ 
venting you from leaving Cadiz, which 
would be effected by revealing the situation 
of this officer, she would at once secure 
two objects very necessary to a woman in 
love ; she would remove the object of her 
affection fipom her rival, and keep him near 
herself.'' 

" You wrong her, Luis ; she is incapable 
of such baseness." 

The subject was discussed in the caleza 
on the road from the Isla de Leon to Ca- 
diz, and it ^as decided that Felix should 
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not see Ismena, but that he might write 
to her, and that Mosquera would convey 
the letter. To this the latter assented 
without difficulty, as it depended on his 
agency for the delivery of the letter, which 
consequently need never reach its desti- 
nation. 

On arriving at Cadiz Mosquera left Al- 
varez in. a miseraUe coffees-house in the 
Barrio de Santa Maria to write his letter 
to Ismena, and promised to return to him 
in an hour. Alvarez commenced his letter 
with a sincere effusibn of gratitude and 
affection ; and feeling that some account 
was due to her for his conduct, in n^lect- 
ing the advantages which her kindness had 
procured for him, he stated, in a few words, 
the cause of his leaving Cadiz, and' Hie 
manner of his doing it ; taking care, how- 
ever, not t6 compromise his fiiend by men- 
tioning any names. He tock an affec- 
tionate farewell of her; then closed and 
sealed his letter. He found when he had 
done, that nearly half an hour remained 
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befoTC the return of Mosquera; aiid in the 

present agitated state of his spirits he was 

annoyed by the rude noise of the people 

who occupied the tables in the coffee-room 

around him* He therefore employed the 

time which had yet to elapse^ in walking 

on the glacis of the town. In passing 

through the Puerta de Tierra he met Senora 

Ana, the duena of Ismena. His inquiries 

after her mistress were answered by ac« 

counts of her having suffered a severe ill- 

ness for the last week, and that she was 

still in a dangerous state. BLe felt strongly 

ten^pted to break his promise to his friend; 

but he resisted the temptation; he en* 

trusted, however, the letter he had just 

written to the old woman, and charging 

her with affectionate messages he left her. 

He returned to the coffee-house before 
his friend appeared ; the evening had closed 
in, and it was quite dark when Mosquera 
entered. H^ told Felix, that he' had met 
the person he sought, whose nanpte, he in* 
formed him, was Leblanc y and that he wa« 



200 FELIX ALVAREZ. 

prepared to receive him. He then in^ 
structed him how to act, and upon what 
footing he was to consider himself with 
him. " Very Kttle conversation," he con- 
tinue, ** will pass between you before you 
are landed at Puerto de Sta. Maria, on ac- 
count of the boatmen, who are but partialiy 
confided in ; but when you arrive you will 
most likely be taken to the Commandant 
there, to whom you are to represent your- 
self as friendly to the French cause, and 
willing to attach yourself to King Joseph's 
court ; for which purpose you wish to go 
to Madrid. If you are not agitated in this 
examination, Leblanc has promised me 
that you shall have liberty to go where you 
dioose." 

Alvarez sighed, and began to fed an 
alarm that he might be forced into the 
French service ; but, assured by Mosquera 
that no force would be . used, he allowed 
himself to be led. Mosquera gave him a 
purse of gold, and took from him an ordelr 
on the banker for the remains of his credit 
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on him. Luk could not conceal the ex- 
pression of his disappointment and anger^ 
when Felix told him how he had disposed 
of his letter to Ismena ; but afraid of 
alarming his suspicions, and inwardly curs- 
ing the unlucky star that had thrown the 
duena in his way, he turned it off as well 
as he could^ 

The church of San Juan de Dibs struck 
eight as they descended the steps leading 
to the market*place from the Muralla« 
** Do not be surprised,'* said Luis, " at the 
disguise of Leblanc; he is dressed as a 
beggar. I have a piece of money in my 
hand which he has marked ; take it, and 
when I point out the man drop it into his 
hat, and pass on througlr- the Piieria del 
Mar ; he will overtake you,, and you must 
follow him to a boat, which will receive 
you both." Alvarez took the money in 
silence, and they entered the market-place; 
** Do you see that beggar," said Mosquefa, 
" at the cornier of the entrance from the 
I^Iole;, standing upon crutches, and offering 

k5 
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fais bat to recetre dmrity from the- passer- 

bjr?"(I9) 
The light of a lamp suspended from the 

rail-work of k fruit^stall ML Ml upob the 
figure to which the attention of Alvarez 
was called. '^ That is LeManc/' contitiued 
Mosquera in a Vf\aipeT ; *^ now God bless 
70U9 and maj success and happiness attend 
you." FeUx pressed hte hand warmly, and 
stepping ftn^nrard IH^ drop the pie^e of ms^ 
ney in the hat of the beggar; and fancying 
that every hvirig being in the market-plac^ 
was looking at hini, and Was aware txf his 
intentions^ he hastened ferwoxd and turned 
into^ an afch of the gatei^s^i Under thd 
diEU*k shade this threw over him he stopped, 
and loddhg bade be isaw the beggar e1»i 
mining the piece of money aithe£gbt dP 
the fruit^stall;' He presently^ left it, and 
Fd&x heard the noise of his cnitdies ad- 
vancing through the arobwuy.* He passed 
Alvarez, ai^ went on alitxost to the end of 
ibe Mole, when he ^topped,^ and timii&g 
round, *^Don Fefec?'' mid he.^^ I am 
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he,** replied Alvarez. ** Then enter this 
boat." FeUx jumped in : the beggar fol- 
lowed him, and the boatman, without wait-* 
ing for orders, pi(t off frpfn the Mole, 
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CHAP. VIIL- 

V 

Dangerous Situation^ — Reliance on Patron Saints. 
— Proverbial Turn in the Talk of the common 
People of Spain. — Patriotic Song.— Huelba. -~ 
Oppression of the Spaniards. 



The rapid manner in which Alvarez had 
been hurried into so extraordinary and 
novel a situation had afforded him but 
little time to consider what might possibly 
be the result of his conduct. Remembering 
Luis's hint, that silence was necessary be- 
fore the boatmen, of whom there were 
two, he had not addressed a syllable to Le- 
blanc since they had entered the boat, but 
had fallen into a reverie, from which he 
was roused by the voice of a man from a 
boat they were passing, whjich, issuing from 
a speaking-trumpet, demanded who they 
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were, and desiied them to stop* There 
was a demur between the boatmen and 
Leblanc, and the latter abused the former 
for not having taken a larger circle^ for the 
purpose of avoiding the guard-boat. The 
demand was repeated^ and Leblanc replied 
to it by a conlused jumble of inarticulate 
sounds, uttered in a voice sufficientljrloud 
to induce the persons in the guard-boat to 
suppose ' they were nndered indistinct by 
distance. By the time the application was 
again made, they were reaUy too far re- 
moved to enable them to distinguish the 
^ords ; and turning their sail a little more 
to the wind, they passed swiftly on without 
receiviri^ any further chiOenge. ^ Thus it 
it is ,that. these indolent and ignoi^ant peo- 
ple," said Leblanc, ^' are laughed at in 
thdr very faces, and are made to admit the 
passage of our nightly boats, when, with a 
proper degree of caution, they could render 
this liieans of obtaming infonnation almost 
impossiUe*'! 

The blood rose to Felix's cheekl aiid he 

4 
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was deliberating with htmsel^ diinng^ the 
silenoe which followed this spoecb^ whetter 
or not to reply to it, when an accident of 
another nature, and more, serious in its con* 
sequenceSfdifertedthe courseof histhoughtSt 
The night was very, dark, .it being some 
hours before the rising>of the moon, and 
the stars were hidden, hy ckuidlB. In. the 
first imfiulae of. fear, a&d surprise at the 
^lallenj^.fiionLJthe ^guard-boat, the boatn^aa 
had put. \xp the hehn;. and when,, by the 
order, of LeUanc, he .proceeded to^ renew 
his couni)^, the darkness of the mght de* 
reived, faun; he did not sufficiently alter the 
directiaaiaf the boat's.. Iiead,. and having 
passed .the gifiardUboat a considera)^ wi^^ 
with ja J&esb breeze ia.theff &vjour, the 
boat struck viokntly upon the entreme 
poiat of . the Borpoises, a ridge of low 
rocks that lie about one^uart^ of the way 
adofis the bay^ in adireetion pai^Uel lydth 
the walls. of the toifni^: between which and 
the rocks the passage is very shallow, ^ac* 
cept in Hgh tides* • In^a moment the sail 
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was down; the boat^ which had receded 
with the viidence of the blow, was turned 
off from tibe rock> and before Felix ooidd 
recover his seat, frdm which the shock had 
thrown Wm, they were steering towards 
the middle of the bay. But a few mo- 
ments €0ii9^ced them of the impossibility 
(£ proceeding 'fiur in the boat ; the Idow 
against the Mdc - had fcn'ced in one of 4ts 
planks, and the water rushed in through 
the <^ning it *bad made. * 

When thi^ was discovei^, despail- took 
possession^ of the hearts of aU who were in 
the boat r but the ^[^twhieh it produced 
was diffevent in the differ^it persons. 
Hiere was <a ^idnieitaFy pause— it wa& in*^ 
terrupted by ejaculations of- rage from Le-^ 
blanc, who poured a torrent of abuse upcm 
the prfaioipal'bofttmiAi,ivtermixed witfiblas^ 
pfaemous oaths* - Responsive abuse and re* 
crimination were vociferated by the Spa<^ 
niard, in-a tone Which seetned intended' 4q^ 
overpower the voice -of the Frenchman, as 
mucdii as he exceeded hielanguage* in pro^ 
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faneness. By degrees their words increased 
in violence^ and were rendered unintelli* 
gible to each other by mingling in one con- 
fusion of curses* Alvarez began' to fear 
that this conflict would end in an antici- 
pation^ to one or other, of the death whidr 
was fSlst ap{n*oaching, and endeavoured ta 
separate them by drawing their attention 
to the possibility of keeping the boat above 
water untU they could reai^h the guard- 
boat, or perhaps the Puerta d^ Sail Carlos. 
Upon examination it was fouild, that the 
plank could only have been started, and 
admitted the water in at the sides ; for had 
it been forced quite in, they could not have 
remained: a.minute above, water. She was 
filling fast, but by baling they might so 
lessen the body of water in her, that they 
might float till they attained some help* 
His words had the desired effect, and 
though he expected but little from the re- 
sult» they all united their exertions in the 
work, the idea of which had admitted a 
ray of hope, into their teart$^ The second 
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boatman; who had seised a rosary of large 
beads that, hung round his neck under his 
clothes, and had increased as much as he 
could the noise of the enraged disputants 
by repeating his Ave Marias as loud as he 
possitdy could bawl, in the vain hope gL 
inducing his patron saint to interpose in his 
behalf, and Save him from the impending 
fate, ,now relinquished ,his pious prayers, 
and came to the assistance of Alvarez and 
Leblanc, who were occupied in throtving 
out the water with all the rapidity which a 
small bowl and a hat would enable them 
to do, whilst the head boatman re-esta- 
blished the sail upon the mast. But their 
work seemed unavailing ; the die of Fate 
appeared to be cast. The tide was running 
out of the harbour ; and the wind, of which 
there was a good deal, was blowing directly 
from the point that they wished to reach. 

The. discovery di this circumstance waa 
made by the boatman to his labouring fel- 
lows in distress, and produced at once a 
cessation of their work, a&d an extinctioo 



SIQ FELIX ALYABEZ. 

of the last spark of hope. A mournftd si- 
lence prevailed, which was only interrapted 
by a {wofime ^ ejaeulataon .of the naoie of 
the Deity in Fjrench-^ by lieUancy wlule 
Alvarez inwardly and ifo*vent]y implor^ 
his mercy* and his aid. -The- gurgfing of 
the water, which- now oovei^d a consider- 
aUe part oEtheir legs, seemed to*announce 
the near i^proadi of the moment when it 
would overwhelm them altogether ; and the 
boat continued on its way, though its pro- 
gress was much retarded by the additional 
weight which it had to carry. < 

'< Santa Maria, Madre de Dios ! ** * ex- 
claimed the boatman, '^ I heard a noise 
upon the wind." 

Every head was raised, every ear atten* 
tive, and -evisry ^eyeM stretched to the ut- 
most limit of the orb which it contained, 
in a vain endeaw«^ur to perce the darkness 
which suianiunded tfaem.^ Not a movement 

♦ « Holy MvLTji Mother of God ! '* a common 
exdflinatum kk Spam. 



r ■ • 



TELIX ALVAEEZ. ^11 

was made in the boat to interrupt the dead 
silence which prevailed; a»d after anxiously 
attending for some minutes^ they distinctly 
caught the rude accents of the noisy song 
of some hdmsmaz^ who was, occupyii^ his 
Ixings to prevent hknself from sleeping as 
his vessel scudded along, befbne ilie wind. 
The soundrof the lyjne of Orpheus could 
noi have been more harmonious to the ears 
of Eurydice, when she heard them as her 
ransom from Hell, than was the voice of 
this sailor to the ears of ilie hopeless group 
in the boat ; nor could the despair of Or* 
pheus at seeing his lost love recede from his 
sight at the moment he thought to regain 
her, equal that which was felt by this groups 
as they feundthisvotoe die aw9f^,;«Bd tatoe 
with it thrir only chance of h&.. . 

*' Can we make no signal sufficiently 
loud to attract liieir tiotice ? " said Feli^« 

^* The wind tb agwatst (>u£/ voices being 
heard by them/'' repMed the boatman, 
^* though iti fafrings theirs to us/' 

*^ I have a sijgnal/' cried lieUonc, ^^ wMdi 
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perhaps they may hear f and he drew Or 

• 

pistol from hi& bosom and fired it off. The 
whole group then . mingled their voices as 
loud as they could in reiterated calls, while 
Leblanc reloaded his pistol and fired it off 
repeatedly, until he had exhausted the little 
ammunition he had with him. 

Again all was silent, and they had be- 
gun to give up the hope of having made 
themselves heard, when they distinctly 
traced the sound of a distant shout, which 
seemed responsive to their own. Again 
they strained th^ir voices to repeat the 
signal, and again they were answered. 

An exclamation of joy burst from every 
lip. A chance of being saved presented 
itself; and the moment the door was opened 
to Hope, she rushed in impetuously, unttt 
their eager imaginations sav^ no doubt of 
their being rescued from their perilous si. 
tuation. Felix, however, impressed this 
violent joy. « They will come too late^" 
said he mournfully; ** we cannot float many 
minutes Ipnger." The boat, indeed, fitted 
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continually, and the water was rising fast 
to the boards on which they sat But their 
deUverers approached, and they resumed 
the work of baling. To retard the pro- 
gress of the water for a single instant was 
of consequence ; they therefore employed 
at once both their throats and their hands. 
. It was a large felucca which their signals 
had attracted, and it was at last sufficiently 
near for its crew to understand their dread-r 
ful situation. But the boat was now per- 
ceptibly sinking, and, with deliverance at 
hand, it was hardly possible that she should 
keep above water until it reached them. 
They explained the extremity of the dan- 
ger ; they heard the hissing of the waves 
as they were rapidly cut by the k^l of the 
fUucca : they saw the bright foam of the 
separated water; one moment more, and 
they are safe. It was yet doubtful whether 
that moment would give them life, or take 
it from them. 

•* AU-merciful G<^ be praised ! " said 
Alvarez^ seizing a rope cast from the fe- 
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luoea as it came up to them, wliile, at the 
same time, the lateen sail- being let go, and 
the hdm put up, its rafod progress was 
suddenly stopped. 

^ Another rope, miother rope ! '' 
It was given, and at ihe same instant 
the felucca striking against the boat gave 
it the impulsion it already required not 
It sunk, but not before Alvarez and his 
companions had either seized hold of the 
tackling, or jumped into the vessel which 
preserved them. 

Safe in the felucca, Alvarez most fer- 
vently returned thanks to the Almighty 
Providence which had stretched out his 
hand to preserve them in such peril* The 
Spaniards were ttberal in thanks to the 
men who had been the means dP their pre- 
servation ; aiid the one who liad so heartily 
betaken himself >4o hid tosiuy,' loudly de- 
clared that they had been* directed to the 
spot, and brought within hearing of their 
shouts, hy San Antonio, to whom he had 
addressed his prayers in their greatest 
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need, and had proibisfed to record the mi- 
racLt of their presorvatidn fay causing it to 
be painted^ and fixed in his. church at 
Cadiz, . if he would perform it; which pro* 
mise, he Iwd no doiibt, had been the in- 
ducement whidi had brought the Saint to 
their assistance; and he was peculiarly 
strengthened and confirmed in this opinion 
by the circumstance of the name of the fe« 
lucca being the San Antonio y las Aniinas.* 
While explanation and thanks were oc- 
cupying the others, Leblanc was framing 
the stor}r which he diould have to pass off 
upon the master of the felucca; for, entu^ly 
absorbed by the^more immediate danger 
j&om which they had escaped, they bdd 
nevc9^coiftein|^ted the iiun'e remote danger 
froifa wUdh, iperhaps, they might not e»- 
cape^ should ' their real destination have 
been disccnrered. The^ thought, however, 

- * " St, Antony and the departed Souls." A 
name very commonly given to the small craft of 
Ciadiz ; San Antonio being the patron saint of the 
dty.. 
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was suddenly brought to all their minds at 
onoe by the master of the vessel asking 
them whe^ they were bound for, when 
they struck upon the Porpoises. They 
were all silent at this question; but Le* 
bkmc was prepared, and before the embar* 
rassment that it caused could be discovered^ 
he told him that they were poor inhalntants 
of Huelba, (20) who gained their livelihood 
by taking fruit in their boat to the market 
of Cadiz, from a voyage of which kind 
they were returning. Leblanc's boatman, 
taking up the cue, proceeded to relate, in 
the seaman's phrases, in what manner, 
through the darkness of the night, they 
had mistaken their course and run upon 
the Porpoises, which produced -a discussion 
between the two boatmen as to which had 
the superior knowledge of the navigation 
of the bay. To a question put by the 
master of the felucca, whether the French 
annoyed them much at Huelba, Leblanc 
replied that there was generally a small 
detachment stationed at Moguer, only a 
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short distance from thfim, arid that 9011)9- 
times a ivhole regunent cKme into rthe town 
to enforce requisitions; but that, excejft 
upon such occasions^ they were quiet 
enough, and were not molested in loading 
.their boats, ai^d leaving the river ; although 
with the avowe^ intention of sailing for 
Cadiz. Under these circun^stances^ which 
the cr^ulous sailor implicitly believed, he 
Gonsepted.to go a little out of hb course, 
which was (directed to Ayamonte, for the 
purpose of landing them at the Torre 
de Humbria, whicK stands at the point 
of land at the mouth of the Rio Tinto.. 

Alvarez conceived that ^11 that could be 
wished 'for was obtained by this concession 
on ibe p^ of the master of the vessel ; he 
was therefore surprised to hear Leblanc 
ask him to carry them up the river, and 
land them at Hudva, assuring him of the 
perfect sa^y with which he might go 
to that place^ giving him as a reason for his 
request that they were anxious to recom- 
pense him by the pqly. means in their 

VOL. I. 1. 
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poimr ibr «he importent service 4ie 4iad 
rendei^ them hy givnig him a couple «f 
baskets of the finnt which thefr companions 
would have edDected as a cargo for the 
next trip. 'T%e man was at first unwflKng 
to retard his own voyage ; but the temp- 
tation of the present had the effect which 
attention to the convenience of those he 
had saved had failed to produce; and re- 
assuring himself ^that he had nothing to 
fear from his compliance, he agreed to go 
up to Hnelva, which is situated about a 
league and a half up a broad -branch tyf fte 
sea, where it is met by the river Odid. 

This point being settled, Alvarez and 
Leblanc relapsed into silence. The boat- 
men, having procured segars, and strack a 
Hght, were enjoying the happiness of puJSng 
the smoke through their mouths, or allow- 
ing it to regain the open air through their 
nostrils, after having imssed tinrough and 
warmed the whole of their stomachs: (21) 
and the master of the felucca, at the 
helm, resumed the occupation of singing 



>ai 1|nim,«inidi\iiidxlieen.l^ of 

tfae pBxtf in the.fet»dei«d imt hy guriQg 
them notice of hK iressdirbeiqg^ n^ar^em. 
^ Amigtyr < i^aid ytowig AaaitoQio> rthe 
lK)atBiaa tfami^ wlme laterfi^reooe wjitii 
IMS saiiit jd)^ '^uracfe ijf ihm 9««8«rviR^n 
ted iie» louig^t, ^ I sAiaU .aliv^a jiaye 
the greatest respect for Hmt '€kUh9dtim* 
that jrou are .singing tiitre^<-seei]^ that 
it was thq song whidi the Ue$9ed ^n 
Aixtonio put into your mouth, i^en it 
|i|eatoed:him toimdse jou sing iMid enmgh 
f«r iit^ to hear you ; 9gd, 4t»th t4> >^^, 
he pitched upon the fittert £^ow ki A9^- 
hisia finr his ptirpoae» ;being he that could 
^oake ibe moat noise whw he ^mtg* I 
^4>tdd sather hear your v.oiqe .^ ^sea when 
tt bn^ga us h^ than in a badegiim^ B«t 
it's an ill-wind that blows nobody any 
good ; and we should not speak ill of your 
wind, for it has blown us good i^nough." 

' * Chilin(lrina xneaqs fi coxnpen4J|uin of droll non- 

t A pothouse. 

L 2 
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' *** Forvidude SanGkroninw^^f relied 
'; the helmsnuHi, ^ you wonld'nt have jcdc^d 

ifct my ringing hiilf an hour ago ; but St. 
^ Antony lias saved . you from his . water 
^oiity to give you his fire: the Fuego it 
' Sdn Ant en seems to have got lH>ld of: your 
'i^tigiiif perbaps throng^ that segar that 
youVe just smelted to the lips/' 

« Wen thought of," said Antonio, « yxm 

• will replenish it with a puror\ . 

^A ** You won't starve whilst your neigfa-i 
'hour's gdt bread, young man. ! Santiago, 

* my comrade,. has got them; you raust.ap- . 
ply to him for them." 

' ** What are you only two of you in the 

felucca ?"said Antonio, ashe roused Santiago. 

" Campafiid de dos, compafUa de.Dios^ 

replied the steersman. X His comrade pro- 

* " By the life .of St. Gerome." The lower order 
of Spaniards .very generally swear by the lives of 
their saints." * 

t See*Note{2l). 

i The conversation of the common people of 
Spain abounds with popular phrases of this kind. 
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dticed some segars and they were offered 
round. ^ , • 

« Senore$r said the master of the ves- 
sel, " although our comrade there 4^s 
disparage my voioe, I see no obj&tion 
to enlivening a dull hour with it. — What 
say you to a song for Spain ?—Espmoks 
la P atria oprimda^ for instance, and yau 
shall aU join in ^he. chorus.'' (««) 

Without waiting for a fuorther- approvd 
of his proposal than that whica silence 
gave, he began his song. 

Aroused by war's echoing blast 

See Chivalry raises his hea(d ; 
In his slumber whole ages have pass'd. 

The infidel banners his bed. 
As he swept from Iberia the Moorish band 

With the lightning that plays on hislancb, 
Th* usurper that threatens his native land 
.' ifaall be stmck with despair at his glaiice. ' 

» * i I ■ I I P 1 1 ■ . I I ■ >i — I r> 

'• The one now made use of lit^rdly means ** A com- 
pdny formed of two is a godly compdny;'* that is, 
it will go Oft well. * ^ A proverb probably coirds- 
pondent to the English one, " Too many cooks 
spoil the brb^"* 
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CHORUS. 

Oby reBcae tl^ country from slaverj i 

Ri^member the* days that are gone : 
Let each Spantatti outrfoil' in btmety 
The deeds that hia fadiM have done. 

When Chivafay^ shone in past ages, 

E'en the weak arm of woman he nerved ; 
And ISsgoiftuni^ led nidls ai^ file pagea^ 

That maxk w^ her fieedcaft^ pMetVid. 
But when Histeir teUs oftbe Blelit 

Thy matrons,. SagqntiiQi» ^sdose^ 
Zaragosa shall boast of the spirit 

In her own Augustiha *' that gloWb. 

CHORUS. 

Oh, rescue thy country from shivery ! 

Remember the daya that are gonc^; 
Let each Spaniard outrival in bravery 

The deeds that his fiitfaers have done. 

The m6on was- lisitag! as tiiejr ftariked 
theiir song, and it was not long befinne if 
eompletelj dispelled the darkness wliicii 
had hitherto^ mvroundad them* They wese 

* The heroine of Zaragosa./ 
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now quke eut afc sea; and a& the wiiid was 
fail:, and thay antidj^ated a voyagp of 
thsee cnr four hows longer, they all endea- 
voiured to sleep out the rest of the way, 

The nsoonlight was contending with the 
inflnenGe of the approaching rays of the 
sun v^h&a they entered the mouth of the 
Bio*Tiato, and passed, the Torve de Lace^ 
nillar and it was* scarcely daylight, when 
the iiduQca«camevtQ the Utile stream up^a 
wfakb Hueka standi less thaa a quarter 
of a mile from the town. The tide was 
nearly at its height, and the felucca was, 
brought to at the side of a number of. 
stones, which, being thrown down con«^. 
fusedly, formed a kind of rude pier. 

LeUanc told the Boaster that he would 
lapd with Felii^ whose dress precluded 
the possibmty of hb passn^ for one of 
theiv' companions, and who was therefore 
stated tq be a gentleman resident at Mo« 
guer, wbo had seturoed with them from 
Cadis^ leaving the other bpatmen on 
bmrd the ftUiocar until h^. should awake 
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has companions, and ascertain that there 
was no danger from any recent arrival 
of French tro<^. This arrangement 
seemed rather to please the master of the 
vessel; who, perhaps, imagined that had 
they all left him, they might have evaded 
the performance of their promise as to the 
present of fruit, by not returning, satisfied 

• 

with having been brought to their homes, ' 
without any trouble: Leblanc and Fdixr 
therefore, stepped ashore, and proceeded' 
towards the town. ^ 

" ' What is your object in detaining these 
men here,** said Felix, as they walked 
along. • « 

" To secure their boat for our service,** 
replied Leblanc, '' and to pimish them for 
their patriotic song into the bargain. I 
would have effSected this myiself, without 
seeking other Assistance, but that there 
is no relying on those rascals that broiigiit 
us from Cadiz : they might as readSy have 
taken it into their heads to befriend €ftem 
as to assist us; and besides I have fired -off 



sigiMte* f d hw^^} however, giwrn tJwse 
fdlmr^; a hiiit to ke^p theifii thei^e till I 
retiinv; ttHid uponthie ielpiaiire ojk their obey- 
iMg my }ii3tnu^i0iis depetid^ the ^suqbe^ot 
th^t enterprise/' . / ; ' 

r Alvarez, with difficulty, checked the to* 
prfesstimi of the fediing^ to which tllM rtsqpeefeh \ 
giay^ ride, \ By t he made a tinoely reflection 
thikt:he .}v!9s' Entirely in the po^ver of avwa 
wA$, if^he )n|ide no s^upl^ of t)reakingthe 
strwg^t ' ties of grat)t)u^e, -and repaying^ 
tb|3igu(t of Uff^ .wil^; robbery' and insvdt^i 
ajld |$ef hUps; death, how muchr lesg would ^ 
he r^tmdn Im reseAtmqjptrwh^fe |io sqcj]^. 
diums eidrted. . He was sUent.lhe'r^t of 
this way r and his/Goftipbnian was t{)p ipyeh! 
ofcciQNifd wilfli his plan to enfta* into cbn vert. 

s^ou with him, or to mak^ any obarTA. 
vation on his silence. / ' "^ 

r,Mpoxk entering! tlfe^itoiim, eafly. as it was, 
tiley niet- a French Soldier, to' whom • hen 
hbmc made hiinsdf known^ and was con-t 
^MCted , by him: t^' an xifil(Jer!s * ^uarters.i 

L 5 
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They mtoiedr ^nid AltaMz' ramMaod atene 
in OM room for gtfoie timer wkibt LebhiK^ 
wieai into aiotter, ^vtdeh #!tfs ite b«d4<M^ 

fittiflhed, tii€$r Hoib jmiiiM Mtjems, wte 
had soHie difficulty in reoognimj^ tw 4MBM 
pttOkNi £hmy Ciuli^. fib fn^gai^s dbiM 
iiod nfMtti&ed iiMltfeMi tlciriiijgf' the" idb<dcr 
|f the vdydge^ ejito&p6x^g only that feis had 
mamm away hid eviltehei^ aadl^ htftlbfd 
gmie dcyiffi iii ^e filttfltAsMiyi bMtr Ik 
ifow i^eai«d in ar blue uittfbrofi^ in^ teA 
|iciftgB» whidi' he ttid hotmnred frdlA thU 
oftoer ; lie watti a ibflige et^ oil his head^ 
flM had dMvm « pilr ctf o^n^icw ImmMT 
i)ir|iite «K%s4m oi«r^^ nlggti piflMa<- 
]M)n^ wfaidt %epe, iMftoe, In^ cnly otfrei^ 
ifi^. 'Shu nM»tadibfiAio8ed» he dec w io ft' 
^avez, nd iaftrodiicttd Min iei M. ida 
Montlieu. 

«" Come^'' coodniied be, *^ we fatfve 
BOthiag fiirtfaer to do here^^Montiteir wtt 
take can of our ftirods is tiie fduoca, aad 
c^fttsm \am»di to mdw the iiu»te« tbig 
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fiBienbtiaie* 

^ Lebfcuic teok Aj?rBra& ta the. boMe of 
tiie AlcaUtt^ whose iiiaiify he romsd wi^^ 
out OGMmoity. Haviof been adimtted, be 
deoianded to see the AkaUe^ wha did wA 
d^ttfiii tbam< longy but appeared abno6t;iBii^ 
awdfaitely^ Bat hanag waited to cover faim*^ 
9^ witb imy thang^. bu€ his ca|pB^ q9 long: 

. '^ Senor Alcalde/' said Leblanc, ^f- we 
Yim^ btfd a odd and a tAMri^esonie vc^age 
of it alt A^bt; Yoq must gat us; without) 
ddnyr ^ good a breakfast as the town af* 
Ibfds ; w« nuist have your best choadate^ 
iSQMeeggl^ and whatever cold meat cai» 
be obtainod : we cannot wait for aay thing, 
better. Let your serraalis do tfa^ aid do 
yon gi^ yourseU^ in the mean time» and 
procure as the two best horses in the towiut 
and a guide momited upon a third, or a 
iMfe that \Hit do as weQ: We nmst go 
off in hal£ att hour to Puarto do Satita 
Miiia'' 



S28 FSLIX AJJiAKRZ. 

The Alcalde bodned, And. pranuMd tbat 
the breakfast should be prepared as dOMLas: 
posaitxfe ;i but. he ventii^ t6 reina]^;:that 
everj horse had been put in leqidsilaM^ for. 
the iliseof the Frendi atlDj, and that jigj 
fluured he fliiQuld not be aUe to procure; 
^oe; that he knew but of one, wfaiph iv^/ 
too small to be of any use^ and was Jbeades: 
^»ent ; Jnt that if mnles would do, thej 
should be forthcommg at the appointed., 
tfflie. i ^ 

^ I bdieve jm. have^gweisallf don^ y>0|ur: 
duty pretty well," replied Jueb^ie, '' ^iid> 
let these mules be such ias, wiU en^l^ in«i 
to coQtiniie the same> praise;.. but let no. 
time be lost ; if in/ half an hour tl^y, aire> 
Qot at . the door, I must employ our. Xmj£. 
men to procure them." . . i 

The threat was fiDrmidable to the Al^ 
calde, who too wdl knew whkt-woiiM I)e; 
the consequences of 'sd0fa< an ^^bltmittivf^i, 
Felix and Leblane set dbwii to thierrQ^n^ 
which was placed before lihew L ^Ad iwh^> 
they were partaking of it, the latf^,,f»*-. 



jAdgr^.Ujr.vitiiii jokes at; the syitUatioii JOf 
t^jDBkA0-in'.tbe;b4ilt,.whom he had {mtch 
yided iw, he said r. while the former^was 
Qot . aUe .to ftrce.a ^imle upon .his ooiinlte- 
nance^.hiit.wt; iii:ifi)ute hoprpir fit the A}i- 
jb^ iSt^; of bi$ bebvjsd-epuntxyy ai^d the 
o6ihi^t^:oC the «sbim jOif.thQ. yaiQ7g|{^rioi)s^ 
^r&nt under. M^lum yoke it gr^ned, 
. ^Thfjr wqr^i not; made. tf>^ wait for tl^ 
jg^iBs^ wJii?^»,wMh,a guidcr w^re r^dj :fee- 
fpr^t^y:|iaAfiei4Bd;^heii?b^^ «nW> 

h^e iBadpiithw ^WW? «J iQn»f wdFelix^, 
9 th^)f rq^ tfi defHurt, it' is but fair 4}mt' 
we should pay the rep]pom];g.|V JUebkjupo/ 
laughed :aj bis simplidty, ai^^^^^^ taunt- 
iflg sp^^h at the Alcalde^ who appear^ ;«( 
the door to conduct them, he peremp^Hr^y^ 
forbid Felix to entertain the idea of paying 
for what they had had. 

As they were mounting, Montlieu came 
up to them, and informed them, that ap- 
parently the boatmen who had brought 
them from Cadiz had turned traitors, and 
revealed the truth ; for that the felucca had 
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left tiie pier w^o tke wftdlcni anmd; £aA 
wtw aeen at a ooiisMesafatei dbtaxnie IfMtmg^ 
down the liv^; ^ bat,'^ sdAeA he, * Mme 
acU'^e USkmt^ Ic«t tio time ui mantiiAg a 
couple of boatai with wMdi thiy wfllmoit 
likdy overtiA:e thetrk''-^ G«d IbrUdr said 
Fc^ inwaitfljs whSbt His cod^iaDaoii' Imin%^' 
expressed an opporfte wish, aeeompatrittit: 
19^ im- oath; whtcb, fumiiig r&mA, he re- 
pMted to the peasant wlio was t^ gaiife 
liketn^ asmrlBg him, at ^ktfBtm^ tialei (^ a 
most sevefe puttkliment tf he did Bot t^e^ 
tiiem to^ t'iMi; St. Mary^s hy ffae aeavest^ 
roai4, aifd in the shortest lime; 

^Arri Muh^^'sead the peasant in replfy^ 
and the dt^dlent animals set off at a hrhtk 

aiH0ie« 
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Notefl), Pfage^. 

To prevent the lll-dFecti arising from the 
use of ice» when the bL^od is in a heated state,^ 
the masters of the ner^iasi^.. Cadiz, apd I 
believe in all the larger towns in the aoutfi pf. 
Spain^ are forbidden- to sell it until after eight 
o'clock in the evening. This prohibitionr would 
appear unnecessary as unfounded^ fr^m the cush 
tom of lAaiytfUpt di^egarded in Snglaodi. of. 
serving ice after dandng* -^graz is a ver^^ 
f^eeable and refreshing drinki nia^.of the ^uico^ 
of unripe grapes* 

Note (2), p. II. 

The variom» appeffiations whidi are giv^h t6 
iit€ Virgin Mary by the Roomff Catholics tdSbifA 
tttk equal variety of changeift upon .the iMae<^ 
if aria, so frequently bestowed on tbeir gi'i^h. 
If etei^ 6|pai^ woman who i*«tr christened 

4 
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after the Virgin^ was to be generally designated 
by the name of Maria, much confusion amongst 
friends, and even families, would be the conse- 
quence, which is happily avm^ed by the universal 
custom prevailing in Spain of calling them by 
that appellation of. the- .Virgin by which they 
were baptized. Thus, Maria de los Dolores 
(our Lady of Griefs) is ^called always Dolores 
(Griefs) ; Maria de la Conc^tion (Maria of 
Conceptxiki) '\% Only known as Conception f 
Maria de la Luz (the Virgin of Light), as Tmz 
(Li^t), and -so on.' The variety of these ap- 
p^lation^ is very great; so much so, Adt I never 
beard them numbered. ' Mr. Southey, in a pas-- 
sage of his writings, relative to the Peninsula, 
to express their great but undetermined number, ' 
says 100 1> in allusion to the 1001 nights; and 
thos^ Who'hj^ve resided long in Sphin MH have' 
found persons' named by them all, and called" 
always by the appellation, and tiotf by the name' 
of the Virgin. There are Marias de los Mer- 
cedes (of Mercies); &e las Angustias (of Sor- 
rojvs); de,-Ja ^fia (of , Peape) ; del.Gaxinen (x)f 
MoiHit Carfnen^ ; . del, Pilar (of the Pillar) ; det 
Jesus, , and , ladles christened, thus are >qalled, 
J^susfi; and a ]opg list of et'ce^teras : h{il one ef 
^e.ibast siogjU^,; thoug|i,;yot,oi?e of 1^,490^ 
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coQimoti, i« Maria de. la Oy simply the ktt^r O. 
There are i^arious.reasons unsigned for thi» ap- 
petlation; the Article m die Qt^^^^ Rmew^ * 
No. 58, upon -Mr. Koetet^B Travels in Brmlf 
notices them* Pelfsons bearing this nam^ tifibrd 
ofte deception to the general custom which makes 
the appellation supersede the name of Maria in 
common conversation. I have met wilh onlytwo 
Iddie* 60 diristened in Spain, and they irere both 
ciJled Bfariade la O at length by their friends. 

> « • 

Note (8), p. 24. 

The inhabitants of the City of Cadiz formed 
themselves into a volunteer corps, amounting to 
8000 eflfective men. They w^re remarkably well 
organized, and performed the duty of the gar- 
rison during the si^e. 

Note(4f>, p.^5. ''' 

These words are adapted to one of those 
beautiful and inspiring, airs, which, by their 
being so uniyer$a% suag b^ ^Hrj^oifs qf people 
throughout Spain durin^.A^«Mni«t:o(the Re- 
volution, haveacqu|eM.ajii8t\tittela:be ¥knked 
as national. Although post of ^diqnlnust be 
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c< mw idi iffri |i i <^wg bjf? fwy lo»^ of muaie w^ 
has itt^ ^pirifrtw^r of iMttriag. thWy yet Ui^ 
beM^ can only be apptfreiHf^tA bj^ tfap^e wbo^ 
buve beasd tbem' mmg, ia binocwy by whol^ 
cf«Ml^ of i^ittihirdiy and' h$M' witaesBed tks 
pmbnwimtio effiKfr pnidttoed by thea upas tbe 
ai«g«r and the bearem . ^* £i^anadtlaguerra^ 
heie^jw&nred' toi. i* one of the aieaifiwrettaiteaMl 
mCMt fi wiq u oat ly siii^* The wecd^ unerled ht 
the fetaiafte lu* a trimUitien freiathe H|yi<Ml» 
^ome stanzas of which are here subjomed for the 
readers who may be acquainted with the Spanish 
hmguage: 

» . '• . • * . 

Espana de la gueira 

Tremola sa pendon* 
Contra d podermfiune 
Del vtl Kapoleon. 
Sus crimenes oid, 
Escuchad la traicion^ 
Con que i lafa^ del: niii^do 
Se ha cubierto de horror* 

Ail g«Ml^ A IigipMra» Ei|^ 

y«»8.elBfl9r-.Ber»bte^:. >. •. . i 
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En la aliaiiz»«MBcllft 
De amistad 8oe^<^ ' 
Exircitoa arailriiwi 
A ocuparla inaiid6*t 

Las Flaaas.y krEoaeter 
Con ellos guarnedoi» 
YMuratl(»v0Aki 
En Madrid asent& 
AlaguenM^Mi^ 

Con pqfidia inaaidita 
A Bayona llani6 
A nuestro Rey Fernanda^ 
De Espa^a nuevo bqL 

A BUS padrea y hemiaooa 
Tambien loa convoc6 
T presa haee de-todoa 
Qual aangriento leoo» 
A la guecra, &c» 

Luego que alii los tuvo 
A Fernando oblig6 
A abdicar la corona 
A 8u padre j senor. 

CarioB quarto en aeguida*. 
La da A Napoleon, 
Y tete & Josef an hetpofnu^ 
Al punto la cediok 
A la gueraii 4<^ 
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For medios ten ini^ilos 

Y engafios que^»ij6 
De 8U8 derechosreiiei 
A todos despojok . 

Y para consegiiirlo, 
De acuerdo ctfgoinS 
Con un patriclo indigiio 
£] pirfido Godoy. 

A laguem^StCi -' 

La Regencia del Keyno 
A Murat se le dio,' 
Quien el Gobierno y Leyes 
Al punto tra8tom6. 

Comete mil excetos; 
Atente al misxho Dicfs; ' 

Y destmir pretende 
La santo religion. 

A la guerra, &'c. * 



De todas las' riquezas 
Murat se apodefo/ 

Y con segura escolta 
A Francia las itiandd. 

Etperce mil 'papdes 
De horrible seduecioh, 

Y hac6 ip%? cdn descaro 
De 8u amo la traibibn; 

A la guen^ Ste. 






'\t 
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Asi del gran Fernando 
A la Espafia pciyd^ ' ' - 
Y hac6rsela su esclava. 
Para siempre peuso. 
Mas no la lograrl, 
Que armada de valor 
Enmasaselevanta ^ ' 
^ l*or vengar la traicion. ' : 
A la gnetra, kc* - 

Pereceran las glorias 

De^ toda su .nacion 

■ Al denodado impidBa .^ . 

-Del esfoerzo Eap9fi^l- 
, Y fi mismo ei)tre ppsares 

, Ax^stias y affliQpbn .^ .. 

Ser^ Tictima triste 



> « w. 



De 8u ciega amblcion. 


1 


Ala^erra, &c. 


' • . ♦ 


'Reciierdos de Saguhto 


- > 


Excite nuestro ardor. 

• • 


- 1 • 

• • 

r 


Y qiial ella perezca 




Todo bu6n Espai^ol. 


• * • i 


A Ntimancia imitad - -^ '* 


; 


RcMuerefie 8u horror, 


* 


T antes^qne ier.esdaTOi • 


* 


MaxaDiOB;eonhaiMr.i . . 


■ 


A»Ia-giKKi% &9. 


• 



Note ($i, p.58. 

Hie offices of liard labour, in the principal 
towns cS l^in and Portugal, but particularly 
at the sea ports, are dl j^rfonned bj natives of 
Gallicia. The Gall^gos fre s^ har^y and con- 
futed race of pecgde. Jl»e poatQXjoirden ges^e- 
rally leave their county st fOn early age, and 
emigrate to these towns, where they employ 
themselves as porters; caad hmmog acquired a 
small sum of money, lakiflliidifl^jaiBOBs with the 
greatest economy^ 4key vitunK tib didr native 
province, and e stl M Mi 4 Lm w MilvftH by purchase 
ing a small frieee nf gromid, on whidi they live 
the remainder of 4eir "Ihres, The strength 
of these men is so wonderful as hardly to be 
credible to those who have not witnessed its 
effects. Four of them mAe no difficulty of 
carrying a pipe of wine, by suspending it upon 
two short poles between them. Tb^^wfurehousixig 
of goods from vessels is o^Utf^iR^y^performed 
by these people witjuMjit the ^i^tufn^npfe of beasts 
of burthen. Nor js Jtlioir ^hop^Pftj^J^s remark- 
able than their streiigtb^ ' 'It-is^HO.MNunial thing 
to see a commoa^GiJ tag D' fmrtar loaXrying bags 
of dollars throughtbe hbHisttaoflEtOrfdiz, unac- 
companied by the piopmiar ^f4hem. A mer- 



j^tumtj Ikttwag to 4^ee€p^ • mimey At '^ftrem 

4re«emd iit^€fm%o^ts<xb[imonGdkigo>'¥vii<>fllies 
; 9t the center of thp >8Mfet 'fer 'W<takf t(^ Mrry 
lo his hottse, ^hile 'be proceed lo-afiolli^''in 
se&reh ^ more; JtieiaMinm^U^tii. Itfft^tfUtfs 
38fifely depoBited iqp^nTdtttrai^ lioiaei . 

Note (6), p. 28. 

The Golden Key^is not an hereditary honour, 
but is conferred by the King; it is generally 
given to the eldcSBt sons of gmndeesj ttnd is 
considered 9s a first step fi>r them -to more 
"distinguished honors. The grant otiginates in 
the sovereign, but he does not give ihsm the 
key itself, which they provide at their own 
expense. The priv9ege nHiich Ihe'key-wetlrers 
enjoy is merely that of approaching the King^ 
person {de erttrar en la canuauL del reff\ their 
duty being the service of the Toy id person. I^our 
of them ^iter on this duty every four months, 
•and .assist in -dressing his Majesty. They per- 
^ibrm thb service aho^indiscriniinatdly to '4ihe 
persons of the -Prince of Asturias and the In- 
fantes: their -sahiry is SOOO reales per annum. 
Their uniibnn is bluc^ richly embroidered with 



goidy and the gMi key pkqed lengthways ftbcrae 
the oQf^ podcet .They are denominated GaM' 
hombres dfi Qmara. There is another daas who 
weif a key, or/rather mevely the handle of a key, 
caUed LUum cjUpQm> nuKle of wetal; these per* 
^Hs.^a^' iltilfd> j Iji!^4<^; th^y* are iiioble^ bnt 
generally, poof -aad of little rank, and haire 
no other privilege or service than the wearing of 
this honorary had^e. 

■ • 

• Note (7), p, 42. " 

r 
f 

It is no uncommon thing jto see ladies in so- 
ciety in the kind pf dress here described, the 
singularity of which is rendered more striking 
by the general uniforspity of female dress in 
Spain. I remember seeing a. lady at a tertulia 
in Cadiz dressed in. a habit of thfs kind, and 
upon inquiring 'of another in company, as to the 
cause of what appeared to me to be a strange 
taste, it being the first. I h^ seen^ j( was ia- 
focmed;tbat she had, made -a vow to wear it until 
thereturn of her husband from a distant vovBire. 
My ij^formant, howey^, added her doubts as to 
the truth of the vow^ but.tp^ me she rather 
supposed it to be a penance enjoined by her 
confessor, and stated the probability of Its being 
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as an atotiement for an infringement of her 
fidelity to lier bnsbtncl during his Absence, as 
ker intt^goe with a ceciaki gendeman was well 
known. The ingenuity which the confessors in 
Spain diitplay in the mveDtian of modes of pe» 
annce isamuHOg ; and the politeness with which 
they proportion the pnnisbmeiits they eig<wi for 
the fair aex to the weakness they discover in 
Aem, entitles them rather to a high character for 
gallantry than for justice. A circumstance which 
occurred in Portugal (and this may be said to 
be one of the few points in which the Portuguese 
and the Spanish diaracters assimilate), the 
truth of which I have no reason to doubt, will 
serve to illustrate the tenderness with which the 
Peninsular confessors, particularly the monks^ 
punish their sinning dai:^;litenk— «A young officer 
in the British army had procured the means^ 
which are not diSicak, of paying frequent visits 
to the interior of a convent of nuns, from one 
of whom he met with a very warm reception* 
Their intercourse c<mtinued for a considerable 
time ; but as the period 'S Easter approached, 
it became necessary for each of the asterbood 
to produce a certificate of having made CQn« 
fession during the Lent. It was with great ap- 
VOL. I. M 
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prehension that her lover heard her profess her 
intention of confessing, and he anticipated her 
siifiering all the horrors which he had gathered 
from romances were the certain punishments 
with which the breaking of the monastic vow 
was attended ; how then was he astonished, upon 
meeting her shortly after her confession, to see 
her with an unaltered countenance, and to hear 
ihat her confessor, a Dominican friar, had im- 
posed upon her as a penance the extra duty of 
idUlng two rows of beads^ or ro^arios, every night 
Sot a months after a certain hour, before a par- 
iicttlar image ia the private chapel of the nuns» 
To enable the reader fiiUy to judge of the le- 
niency of this s^atence, it should be stated that 
this chapdl was in a sil»ation removed frt>m the 
principal part of the convent, and that the com*- 
pliance with this penanc^ which was known^ 
althou^ the o&nce which it was to expiate was 
Bot declared^ affiNtded the nun an unanswerable 
pretext for remaining out of the precincts of the 
dormitory after the hour c^ general retirement, 
which had hitherto been the only difficult ob- 
stacle to her frequent meeting with her gallant,- 
a circumstance 4of which 4lie friar ncould not have 
been ignorant. 
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Note (8), p. 63. 

These words are cant terms, the use of which 
is, I believe, tx>nfined to the society of Madrid 
and Cadiz, at least it is not general all over 
Spain ; bu% they are very frequently made use of 
by persons of both sexes at Cadiz, and serve to 
convey very disHm^ ideas. For instance, the 
Hottentot Venus would be said to have a great 
deal of erUusiasmOj or to b^ very entusiasmatica; 
while on the contrary, had she been remarkable 
for a protuberance of beauty before, the word 
pairiotismo and patriotica would have been used. 

V 

Note (9), p. 78. 

The universal walking dress of the Spanish 
women is a basquina, or black silk petticoat, 
which is put on upon leaving the house, and 
taken off upon returning to it. The gayer ones 
are generally Vandyked or scalloped at the 
bottom, and sometimes are ornamented by a 
row or two of long black fringe. The basquina 
being very short,* is confined to its intended 
length by small pieces of lead sown into the silk. 
Over the head is thrown a mantilla, which is a 
long strip rf bjack or white lace, or of the mate- 

MS 
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rial of which v^ils are generally made ; it is little 
more than a foot btoad, and falling equally 
on both sides fiom the kesd, generally esdieiids 
to about the kneea, lea^iti^ the ikoe exposed. l£ 
IB crossed imder the chin iipoa the boMm» ttd 
to retaih it in its proper position tt '4he occu* 
pation of the left band^ whiM the sight is ewh 
ployed in the managenent of the fma^ the con- 
stant oon^KUiion of a S^ani^L wotobil 

Note (10), p. 84. 

The Plaza de San Antonio is tlie handsomest 
square of Cad^^, and becomes filled with pro- 
menaders in proportion as the crowd on the 
Alameda lessens ; but it is not the most select 
part of society that seek the late continuance of 
their walk upon this rendezvous. Bachicha is 
a dancing-master of Cadiz, who opens his 
•dancing-room on every Sunday evening for the 
reception of such as choose to frequent his ball. 
The society to be found here is of the same 
nature as that which is to be met with on the 
Plaza de San Antonio after the hour of the 
Alameda. 

Note (11), p. 109. 
The diJBsrences of uniform in the Spanish 
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army arc much more easily understood, and are 
more distinct, than those of any other nation. 
The alferez^ or ensign, wears an epaulet on th^ 
left shoulder, a lieutenant CH^e on tlie right, 
and a captain is en^tled to two epaulets. A 
major i^ known by a single galon^ or narrow 
strip of gold or silver lace, round the cuff of the 
coat, and has no epaulets; a lieutenant-colonel 
has two of these, and a colonel three. When 
an officer arrives at the rank of a brigadier-gene- 
ral, a single row of embroidery takes the place 
of these galons: and the ranks superior to this 
have corresponding distinctions in the embroi- 
dery of the cufis, and altso of the collar. Th^ 
sash, whiclvin the British army forms a distinc- 
tion in uniform between officers who are com- 
batants and those of the civil departments of 
the stafi^ is, in the Spanish, the peculiar mark 
of officers of the military staff, and the colour 
of the sashes worn by them is light blue. 

Note(12), p. 117. 

It is almost impossible to do justice in trans- 
lation to the quaint and extraordinary pieces of 
this poet: the following is the original Letrilla, 
of which a translation has here been attempted : 
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LETBILLA DE DON LUIS DE 60NG0RA« 

Ande jo caliente, 

Y riase la gente* 

Traten otros del gobierno 
Del mundo y sus monarquia9» 
Mientras gobieman mis diias 
Mantequillas y pan tierno, 

Y las mananas de invierno, 
Naranjada y aguardiente, 

Y riase la gente. 

Conia en dorada baxilla 
£1 principe mil cuidados 
Como pildoras dorados, . 
Que yo en mi pobre mesilltf^ 
Quiero mas una morcilla 
Que en el asador rebiente^ 

Y riase la gente. 

Quando cubra las montanas 
De plata y nieve el Enero, 
Tenga yo llena el brasero 
De bellotas y castanas, 

Y quien las dulce patrafias 
Del Rey que rabio me cuente, 

Y riase la gente. 
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Busque mui en hora buena 
£1 mercader nuevos soles> 
Yo conchas y caracoles^ 
Entre la menuda arena, 
Escuchanda i Filomena 
Sobre el chopo de la fuente> 

Y riase la gente. 

Pase i media noche el Mar 

Y arda en amorosa llama 
Leandro por ver su Dam% 

Que yo mas quiero pasar '^ 

De Yepes y Madrigal 
La regalada corriente, 

Y riase la gente. 

Pues amor es tan cruel. 
Que de Piramo y su amada, 
. Hace talamo una espada, 
Do se junten ella y el : 
Sea mi Tisbe un pastel 

Y la espada sea mi diente, 

Y riase la gente. ^ 

Note (13), p. ISl. 

He knife, which was an oSensive and de- 
fensive weapon for which the Spaniards were 
famous, is still in use aniongst the lower or^' 
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den of peq>Ie. The gkanoSf or gifiseysy who 
are so numerous and so sinqgular a race in 
Spain, are all secretly armed with an instru- 
ment of this kind ; and the gitanas, or female 
gipseys, not unfrequently carry them in the 
manner here pointed out, slipped between the 
stocking and the garter. The character which 
is given to them of making frequent and un- 
provoked use of the kni& is not a just one now, 
with whatever truth it may have been originally 
applied to them.; bat in any seriotis qnarrel, 
when this ultima ratio h resorted to, they use it 
with great dexterity; and the ^y which rises 
to this pitch generally ends fiitally. There is a 
very amusing burlesque farce very popular in 
Spain, and which is something similar ia its 
plan to Bombdstes Furioso. The scene is laid in 
the St. Giles's of Madrid, and at the end of the 
piece the two principal heroes fight with their 
knives in the national manner. One of them is 
killed, but afterwards revives, as in Tom Thumb. 
This farce is called Manolo. 

Note (14), p. I34f* 

The custom of erecting a cross upon the 4>o^ 
where a murder has been committed, is, I be- 
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Hete^ proTftleBt in all Roman Catholic ednntries. 
Crosses of this kind are frequent all over Spain ; 
and inscriptions are generally painted io^ a rough 
manner upon a board which is attached to the 
crosS) describing the name of the person, the man-f 
ner, and date of the death which it is designed 
to ciHnmemorate. The inscription inserted in 
the text may be considered as a specimen of 
tliose generally met with. 

Crosses of another descrii>ti6n are likewise 
very general all over Spain and Portugal, par- 
ticularly the latter country. They are erected 
at the division of two or more roads, and are 
provided with a picture of the most horrible 
figures that can be imagined, surrounded by 
flames, and intended to r^resent departed souls 
in purgatory. These pictures are placed upon 
boxes which have an aperture to receive money, 
and are strcmgly padlodced, and the words ^^ Li* 
mosna para las almas en Pmgatmo^* *^ Charity 
for the souls in Purgatory," inscribed upon 
them. The pious traveller hardly ever passes 
one of these without contributing to the fiind 
for the relief of the souls in Purgatory^ and »ich 
i« the superstition with respect to these crosses, 
that instances of these boxes being robbed rarely 
if ever occurred previous to the military occu« 

M 5 
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pation of the countries where they existed; since 
which time, however, they are.no longer in use* 
The existence of these crosses was a kind oC 
contribution levied by the monks and priests 
upon the public, by means of the bigoted people 
who confessed to them. It was a common p^ 
nance imposed bar them to erect one of thenv 
and the contoite of the box was collected by 
the convent in the jurisdiction of which it was 
placed, and was said to be applied to the saying 
of masses for the departed souls. 

Another kind of cross with which the weary 
traveller delights to meet are large stone ones, 
which, raised upon a number of large,' square, 
flat stones, each smaller than the other, forming 
quadrangular steps, and placed in the middle of 
the road, announce the vicinity of every town 
or village throughout all Spain. They are gor 
nerally within a quarter of a mile of the place 
upon the principal roads which lead to it. 

Note (15), p. 158. 

This interesting anecdote cannot be forgotten 
by any one of the many officers who witnessed il^ 
and whose memory will attest the fidelity of this 
description of it. 
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Note (16), p. 162. 

We have latterly become acquainted with the 
Cachucha as a dance in London by its intro- 
duction on the stage of the Opera House; but 
I believe it is not generally known, that to the 
same air-which inspires this lively dance, hun**' 
dreds of different couplets are continually sung, 
and give way, after a time, to others to which 
circumstances give rise. It is not easy for a 
person unacquainted with the Spanish language 
to conceive the &cility with which these couplets 
are composed; and many of which, though they 
do not deserve the name of poetry, contain a 
great deal of wit. An instance which occurred 
at Cadiz, and the truth of which may be relied 
on, will serve to elucidate the rapidity with 
which stanzas of this kind flow extempora- 
neously. When the news of the battle of Sa- 
lamanca was received at Cadiz, the enthusiastic 
delight of the people showed itself different ways; 
and, amongst others, a temporary orchestra was 
erected in a public place, where all the best 
musical amateur performers of Cadiz, vocal as 
well as instrumental, joined their talents to form 
a patriotic concert. A lady, justly celebrated 
for the fineness of her voice^ was one of the 
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foremost of this band ; and being heard by those 
near her humming a light little air, very com- 
mon at that time in Cadiz, she was called npon 
to sing it aloud^ In obc^ii^ the call she adapted 
to it near fifty stanzas es^temporaneously coqk 
poaed. Few of them would bear translation ; 
but the Spanish student may be amused by the 
following : 

Si quiere vmd hacer rabiar 

A Napoleon, 
Mandile Tmd memorias 

Del Lord Wdlington. 

De las bombas que tiran 

Les fiwftuPonBs 
Hacen las GajBtsawis 

Tirabusones* 

Nacicmes amhiciosss 

Tooed presente 
Que cadenas Espafia 

No las consiente. 

Prometen los franceses 

Cosas mui buenas; 
Aca no nos comtdgan 

Con bevengenas. 
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Beqpete d mimdo a EBpa&A 

Que es una nacion 
Que no podran vencerla 

Fuerza ni traicion. 

The air of the cachucha, with the English 
words here inserted adapted to it, is published 
by Mn Power of the Strand. 

Note (17), p. 169. 

The two Imperial Eagles which weise taken at 
tlie battle of Barrosa were both decorated with 
a. wreath of laurel in gold affixed round their 
necks, a distinction given by the hand of Na- 
poleon himself to the standards of those regi- 
ments which voiunteered thsdbr services for the 
Spanish war. 

Note (18), p. 172. 

~ In stating the fects which occurred at the 
battle of Barrosa, as they appeared to the eye 
of a spectator not in the confidence of the chiefs 
of the armies, I by no means presume to judge 
individually of the conduct of the Spanish 
General, upon which much discussion took 
place at the liioe; but I state the opinion gene^ 
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rally entertained throughout the British army. 
The Spanish government apparently did not 
coincide in that opinion. 

Note (19), p. 202. 

I believe there is no doubt, that a number of 
French spies found means to evade both the 
civil and military police of Cadiz during the 
siege; but the stratagem by which the French 
officer^ whom Mosquera thus introduces to Al- 
varez, remained in the city in the disguise of 
a heggBo^i is taken £com a real fiict which actuiJly 
occurred there*. 

Note (20), p. SIR 

Huelba is a snuiU town situated upon an arm 
of the sea, into which the little river Odiel 
empties itself. It is on the coast of Andalusia, 
betM'een the mouths of the rivers Guadalquivir 
and Guadiana; but nearer the latter than the 
former, and more than fifteen leagues firom 
Cadiz. *^ , 

Note (21), p. 218. 
Smpking is universal amongst the Spaniards, 
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and is not confined to any particular class; but all 
seem equally addicted to this practice. The better 
sort of people smoke Havannah segars, or what 
pass for them, which are called puros, or purej 
in contradistinction to cigaros de papel, or chop- 
ped tobacco rolled up into small tubes of paper, 
which are substituted for the puros by the infe- 
rior class of people. Many Spaniards are in 
the habit, as they have themselves informed me, 
of lighting a segar just before they extinguish 
the candle which lights them to bed, and smok- 
ing thi^nBelves to sleep. In the morning a segat 
is the usual accompaniment to the small cup of 
diocolate which the Spaniards generally take in 
bed. The common break&st which is procured 
at a oofiee-house in Spain is a xicaror or small 
cup of very thick chocolate with a few slices of 
toasted bread : this is always served with a glass 
of water to cleanse the mouth after taking it» 
and a small brass pan, containing a morsel of 
burning charcoal, to light the segar. A mer<* 
chant of Cadiz assured me, that he was unable 
to transact business in his counting-house with- 
out a segar in his mouth, which is retained there 
in such a manner as neither to inconvenii&nce in 
breathing or speaking, if necessary. The num« 
ber which he, consume in a day sometimes 
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unounted to thirty. In smoking, ib0 Spaniards 
not only retain the smdLe for a considerable 
time in their months before they eject if^ but 
they occasionally swallow a large volume of it ; 
which having remained some seconds in their 
stomachs^ re-ascends, and finds its way out 
through the nostrils. The first time I observed 
this particularly, was whilst talking with a priest 
with whom I was acquainted in Cadiz. 'Having 
drawn in a quantity of smoke, he took his segar 
from his mouth, and contmued in convocation r 
while I was guessing at the means he could use 
to retain the smoke white he continually opened 
bis moul^ k madfi its i^pearanoe in two streans 
descending from U« noae^ Then» is anodieK 
kind of aegar besides these already maitioDed, 
which is peei^tiarly adapted for tlie use of the 
ladies ; for it is no uncommon thing to find ma* 
trons of a certain age indulging in this luxury^ 
although I^never heard of the younger pari of 
the sex following their examfde, except in very 
low life indeed. These segars are made of the * 
finest Havannah tobacco, and rolled into the 
broad leaves of Indian corn straw, forming a 
small tube of from an indi and a half to two 
inches long, and are called pajitas. 
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Note (^), p. 221. 

The patriotic song heve mentioaed k <me si« 
milar to that iiitrod«iced ie^ tbe end of the first 
chapter, p. 25, and the air of i»hich is, I tliink, 
equally beautiful and impressive. The following 
are some of the original stanzas, from which it 
will be seen that tliose in the text are not trans- 
lations. 

EL CLAMOR DE LA PAtRIA^ 

Cancion Patriotica. 

Espanoles, la patria oprimida 

Ofi conyoca en los campos de honor, 

Acudid a su yob imperiosa, 

Recobrad uestr^ antiguo valor. 

^ Quien habra ^e en su mlsero estado 

Indolente la vea gemir ? 

I Quien a un fiero d^spota itihumano 

Podra humilde rendir la cerviz ? 

CORO. 

^ Que esperais Giudadanos vali«nt6s ? 
^ No escuchais de la patria el clamor ? 
Quien no coria a salvarla brioso 
Ser^ indigno del -nombre Espa&el. 
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El tirano de toda la Europa 
Solicita eclipsar su esplendor, 

Y difandft por todos los pueblos 
£1 espantOy la muerte y horror : 
Ni el gemidodel nifio. inocaste 
Ni del viejo la tremula voz, 

Se libertan del duro fiilange. 
Son oidos del fiero opresor. 

COBO. 

• 

Descolgad las valientes espadas 
Que de polvo cubiertas se ven, 
Empufiadlas con robusto brazoy 
Todo ceda de ellas al baiben. 
De las urnas de vuestros mayores 
Las cenizas haced revivir, 
Imitad sus gloriosas hazaiias, 

Y qual eUos ▼encer 6 morir« 

COBO. 

No mas tiempo perdais Espafioles^ 
De una vez el letargo dexad, 
Por instantes perece la Patria, 
A salvarla veloces marchad. 
Cumplid todos dever t&a sagrado. 
Si quereis conservar vuestro honor, 

Y que libre se vea Fernando 
De 6u triste y amarga prision, 

COBO. 
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Si algun tiempo la horrible perfidia 

Su potente valor enerv6, 

Hoy an frente en los campos de Marte 

£1 laurel inmortal se cino. 

Ya sus hijos con pecho constante 

£n las lides los vemos triunfar; 

Ya los vemos cubiertos de gloria, 

Del iirano el orgullo domar. 

CORO. 

£n defensa de causa tan justa 

Toma parte el Britano valor ; 

Tema el mundo tan fuertes naciones. 
• 

Tiembla de ellas el Corzo feroz. 
£strechadas en firme alianza 
Mueve i entrambos igual interes, 
Y qual Dios tutelar venerado 
Sera siempre de Espana el Ingles* 

CORO. 
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